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LETTER XXVffl. 

[A. U. 708.] 

t 

TO MARCUS COSLIUS.* 

CfQULD you seriously then imaginey my friend, 
that I commissioned you to send me the idle news 
of the town ; matches of gladiators, adjournments 
of causes^ robberies, and the rest of those nninteresb- 
ing occurrences which no one vratures to inention 

* This letter, as well as the preceding eiie, was written 
from Athens, and is aa answer to the SMb of this Book. 
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to me, even when I am in the midst of them ac 
Rome ? Far other are the accounts which I expect 
from your hand, as I know not any man whose 
judgment in politics I have more reason to value. 
I should esteem it a misemployment of your talents, 
even were you to transmit to me those more im- 
portant transactions that daily arise in the repub- 
lic> unless they should happen to relate immediate- 
ly to myself. There are other less penetrating po- 
liticians, who will send me intelligence of this sort, 
and I shall be abundantly supplied with it likewise 
by common fame. In short, it is not an account 
either of what has lately been transacted, or is in 
present agitation, that I require in your letters ; I 
expect, as from one whose discernment is capable 
of looking far into futurity, your opinion of what 
is likely to happen. .Thus, by seeing a plan, as it 
were, of the republic, I shall be enabled to judge 
what kind of structure will probably arise. Hither- 
to, however, I have no reason to charge you with 
having been ^negligent in communicating to me 
your prophetic conjectiures. For the events which 
have lately happened in the commonwealth, were 
much beyond any man's penetration; I am sure, 
at least, they were beyond mine. 

I passed several days with Pompey* in conver- 
sation upon public affiiirs ; but it is neither prudent. 



• See Vol. I. p. 291. note. 
8 
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nor po8iible« to give ycm ibe particukn in a letter. 
Li yefleral, however, I will assore yoa« that he is 
animated with the most patriot sentiments,'*^ and is 
prudently prepared, as weH as resolutely determin- 
ed, to act as the interest of the republic shall re- 
quire. I would advise you, therefore, wholly to 
attach yowself to him; and, believe me, he will 
rejoice to embrace you as his friend. He now, in- 
deed, entertains the same opinion both with you 
and myself, of the good and ill intentions of the 
different parties m the republic. 

I have spent these last ten days at Athens; from 
^ence I am this moment setting out During my 
continuance in this city, I have frequently enjoyed 
the company of our friend Gallus Caninius.t 

* Cicero so often cbanged bis opinion, or, at least, bis 
ku^gnage, in regard to Pompey, tbat it is diflkalt to deter- 
mine what bb true sentiments of him were. It is probable, 
however, that he here speaks the dictates of bis real thoughts, 
not only as he gives the same account to Attiens, but because 
Pompey received him with particular civility $ a circum- 
stance which seems at ^1 times to have had a very consider- 
able influence upon Cicero's judgment, concerning the cha- 
racters and designs of men. Fid. Ad AtU v. 6, 7. 

f It appears, by the fifth letter of the preceding Book, 
that when Pompey was exhibiting his entertainments at the 
opening of his celebrated theatre, Cicero was engaged in 
the defence of one Gallus Caninius. Manutius conjectures, 
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was delivered. You must not imagine^ however, 
that the world is convinced of his innocence ; on 
the contrary, never was there an event more un- 
expected, or which raised so universal an indigna- 
tion. For my own part, even with all my preju- 
dices in his favour, I was under the utmost astonish- 
ment when I heard him pronounced not guilty; 
and, indeed, it was a circumstance I so little ex- 
pected, that I was actually preparing to condole 
with him on the reverse. What must have been . 
the surprise then of others, less biassed in his be- 
half ! The whole assembly, in truth, warmly ex- 
claimed against the judges, and very strongly inti- 
mated, that they looked upon them as guilty of the 
most insufferable corruption. My friend, in the 
mean time, is in much greater danger than he was 
before, as he will now most assuredly be indicted 
on the Licinian law.''^ I must not forget to add, 
that the day after his trial, his advocate Hortensi^ 
usf appeared in Curio's theatre,]; with a view, as 

* The author of this law was M. Licinhis Crassns, when 
he was consul with Pompey, au. urb. 698. It was called de 
Sodalitiisy by which seems to haTe been oodentood an un- 
lawful making of parties at elections. See Ken. R, AnH^, 
p. 177. 

f Hortensius was uncle to Messalla, and the only orator 
of this a^e whose eloquence stood in any degree of compe- 
tition with Cicero's. See Let. 8. of Book vi. note. 

X This theatre was erected by Gucio on occasion of those 
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I suppose, of receiring the general congratulations. 
But he no sooner entered, than lo ! 

The hiss contemptaous, and indignant roar, 
Witli thunder harsh the rending concave tore. 

This circumstance is so much the naore observable, 
as Hortensius has passed on to a good old age, 
without ever having before been thus insulted. But 
it broke out upon him with so much violence in the 
present instance, that it might well suffice for a 
whole life; as I am persuaded, indeed, it occasion- 
ed him heartily to repent of the victory he had 
obtained. 

I have no political news to send you. Marcellus 
has dropped the design,* upon which he was late- 
ly so intent; but not so much from indolence, I 
believe, as prudence. It is wholly uncertain who 
will be our succeeding consuls. As to my own 
pui*suits, there are two competitors with me for the 
iEdileship ; the one really is, and the other would 
fain be thought, a man of quality. In short. Mar- 
games which he exhibited in honour of his father''8 memory. 
See Vol. T. p. 858. note. 

* Ccelins in this instance was not so happy in his conjec- 
tures, as Cicero represents him in the foregoing letter. For 
Marcellus had not dropped the design to which Coelius here' 
alludes $ as appears, not only from the authority cited in 
Vol. I. p. 291. note, but also from one of his own subsequent 
epistles. See Let. 7. of Book iv. 
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cm Octayius^* and Caius Hirrusf are candidates 
with me for that office.} I mention this, as I know 
your contempt for the latter will raise your impa- 

* No particular account can be given of the person here 
mentioned. It is certain, however, he was not the same 
Octavlas who was father of Augostos Ciesar. For it ap- 
pears by the epistles to Atticus, that the latter was gover- 
nor of Macedonia long before the iiifie when this letter was 
written ; and consequently could not now be a candidate 
for the office of ^dile. 

f Hirms was a warm partisan of Pompey ; but if Cicero, 
^who was his declared enemy, may be credited, he was of a 
character more likely to prejudice than advance any cause 
he should espouse ; for he represents him as an empty con- 
ceited coxcomb, who had the mortification to stand unrival- 
led in the good opinion he entertained of his- own merit and 
importance. O JHi t (says he, speaking of Hirrus in a let- 
ter to his brother,) O Dii I quam ineptus; quam u ipse am" 
ens sine rivali I Yet a time came when Cicero did not scruple 
to court the friendship of this man, whom he so much affec- 
ted to despise, and when he was making interest to obtain 
the honour of a triumph for his exploits in Cilicia, we find 
him applying to Atticus for his good offices, in order to close 
the breach between Hirrus and himself. Cicero seems, in- 
deed, upon many occasions, to have recollected too late, 
that, in popular governments, a man who is not superior to 
the ambition and interests of the world, can scarcely make 
a contemptible enemy, jid Q, F* iii. 8. uid Att. vii. 1. 

j; The ^diles were of two kinds, plebeian and curule $ 
and it was the latter office that Coelius was at this time soli- 
fiting. They had the care of the temples, theatres, and 
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tience to be informed of the event of this election. 
I entreat you, as soon as you shall hear that I am 
choseu, to give proper directions about the pan- 
thers; * and, in the mean time, that you would en- 
deavour to procure the sum of money which is due 
to me on the bond of Sittius. 

I sent my first collection of domestic news by 
Lucius Castrinius Paetus, and I have given the sub- 
sequent part to the bearer of this letter. Fare- 
ivelh 

LETTER XXX. 

[A. U. 702.] 
FROM THE SAME. 

. Own the truth, my friend : have I not verified what 
I could not persuade you to belie ve> when you left 
Rome, and written to you as frequently as I pro- 
mbed ? I am sure, at least, if all my letters have 
reached your hands, you must acknowledge, that I 

other public Btrnctores ; they were the judges, likewise, in 
all causes relative to the selling or exchaoging estates. Rosin, 
jintiq, 

* It was customary for the ^diles to entertain the people 
with public shows twice, during their office. The principal 
part of these entertainments consisted in combats of wild 
beasts of the most uncojnmon Icind. ManuU 
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have been a more punctual correspondent than 
yourself. I am the more regular in my conunerce 
of this kind, as it is the only method I have of 
amusing those few vacant hours I can steal from 
business, and which I used to take so much plea- 
sure in passing with you. I greatly, indeed, lament 
your absence, and loc^ upon it, not only as having 
reduced me, but all Rome in general, to a state of 
total solitude. When you were within my reach, I 
was careless enough to let whole days slip by me 
without seeing you; but, now you are absent, I am 
every moment regretting the loss of your company. 
Thanks to my noble competitor, Hirrus, for giving 
me an additional reason thus frequently to wish for 
you. It would aflbrd you high diversion, in truth, 
to observe with what a ridiculous awkwardness this 
formidable rival of yours "^ endeavours to conceal 
his mortification, in finding that my interest in the 
approaching election f is much stronger than his 
own. Believe me, however, it is more for your 
gratification than mine, that I am desirous you may 
soon receive such an account of his success in this 
pursuit, as I know you wish. For, as to myself, 
his disappointment may possibly prove a means of 

* Hirrus stood in competition with Cicero for the office 
Af Augur, when the latter was chosen. 
f See the preceding letter. 
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my beiDg chosen jua oonjunction with a coileaguey 
whose superior finances will draw me, I fear, into 
much inconvenient expence. But, however that 
may be^.I shall rejoice if Hirrus should be thrown 
out, as it will supply us with an inexhaustible fund 
of mirth. And this appears likely enough to prove 
the case; for the disgust which the people have 
conceived against the other candidate, Marcus Oo- 
tavius, does not seem to have any great effect in 
lesseuing their many objections to Hirrus. 

As to what concerns the behaviour of Philotimus, 
in relation to Milo's estate,* I have endeavoured 



* Milo having been sentenced to banishment, (See Vol. I. 
p. S72,) his estate was sold for the benefit of his creditors. 
Philotimas, a freedman of Cicero, bought this estate, in 
partaenhip wHh some othen, at an anderralue. It was 
thought strange that Cicero should suflTer Philotimas, who 
acted as a sort of steward in his family, to engage in a pur- 
clmse of this Icind, which was always looked upon as odi- 
ous, and was particularly so in the present case : for Cicero 
had received great obligations from Milo. Accordingly 
the latter complained of it, in the letters he wrote to his 
friends at Rome. This alarmed Cicero for his reputation, 
and he seems to have written to Coelios, as he did to several 
others of his correspondenti, to accommodate this afiair in 
the way that would be most to his honour. It was not 
easy, however* entirely to vindicate him upon this article ; 
for though be pleaded in his justification an intent of serv- 
ing Milo, yet it appears very evidently, from his letters to 
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that he shall act in such a maimer as to give Ixdl 
satisfaction to Milo and his friends, and at the same 
time clear your character from all imputation. 

And now I have a favour to heg in my turn : let 
me entreat you, when your leisure shall permit, (as 
I hope it soon will,) to give me an instance of your 
regard, by inscribing to me some of your literary 
perfoiteances. You will wonder, perhaps, at the 
oddness of this request ; but I am very desirous, I 
confess, that posterity should see, among the many 
ingenious monuments you have erected to friend- 
ship, some memorial, likewise, of the amity which 
subsisted between us. You who possess the whole 
circle of science, will best judge what would be the 
most proper subject for this purpose ; but I should 
be glad it might be of a kind that will take in the 
greatest number of readers, and at the same time 
bear a proper relation to, my own studies and cha- 
racter.— Farewell. 



Atticus upon this subject, that he shared with Philotimus 
in the advantages of the purchase: Ascon. in orat, 'pro 
Milan, Ad Ait. v. 8. vi. 4. 5. See also MQng» rem. sur hi 
let. a Ait Vol. iii. p. 48. 
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LETTER XXXL 

[A. U. 702.] 
TO APPIUS PULCHER. 

I ARRIVED at Tralles* on the 27th of Ja1y> where 
I found Locilius waiting for me with your letter^ 
v^hich he delivered, together with your message. 
You could not hare employed upon this occasion a 
more friendly hand^ or on^ who is better qualified to 
give me light into those affairs concerning which I 
was so desirous of being informed. Accordingly I 
listened to his account with great attention, as I read 
your letter with much pleasure. I will not remind 
you of the numerous good offices which have passed 
between us ; since that part of my last, you tell me, 
though ext^mely agreeable to you, was by no 
means necessary. I entirely agree with you, in- 
deed, that a well-confirmed friendship needs not to 
be animated with any memorials of this nature.— - 
You must allow me, however, to return those ac* 
knowledgments I so justly owe you, for the obli- 
ging precautions which I find, by your letter, you 
have taken, in order to ease me in the future func- 
tions of my government-*-Highly acceptable to me 

• A city in Asia Minor. 
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as these yoar generous services are> can I fail of 
being desirous to convince both you and the world 
that I am most warmly yodr friend ? If there be 
any who pretend to doubt of this truth, it is rather 
because they wish it otherwise, than because it is 
not sufficiently evident If they do not yet perceive 
it, however, they certainly shall : as we are nei- 
dier of us so obscure, that our actions can pass uh« 
regarded : and the proofs I purpose to give;, will be 
too conspicuous not to force themselves upon their 
observation.— But I will not indulge mytelf any 
farther on this subject, choosing to refer you to my 
actions, rather than my professions. 

As I find the route I proposed to take has raised 
some doubt in you, whether you shall be able to 
give me a meeting, I think it necessary to explain 
that matter. In the conversation which I had with 
your freedman, Phanias, at Brundisium, I told him 
I would land in any part of the province that 
should be most convenient to you. Accordingly he 
mentioned Sida, as being the port, he said, where 
you intended to embark. It was my re8olution> 
therefore, to have sailed thither; but meeting after- 
wards with our friend Clodius at Corcyra,* he dis- 

* An island in the Ionian sea, at which Cicero touched 
in his voyage to Cilicia. It is now called Coi/ott, and be« 
longs to the republic of Venice. 
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suaded me from that design; assuring me, that yoa 
ivoold be at Laodiceaon my arrival. I should have 
preferred the £:>nner, as being much the nearest 
port, and« indeed^ the most agreeable to me, espe- 
cially as I imagined it would be so to you. But 
you have since, it seems, altered your plan ; and, 
therefore, you now can best settle the measures for 
our interview. As for myself, I propose to be at 
Laodicea^ about the first of August, where I shall 
ooirtittue a few days, in order to get my bills ex- 
changed. From thence I intend to go to the ar- 
my; so that I hope to reach Iconiumf towards the 
13th of the same month. But if any accident 
should prevent or retard these designs, (aa^ indeed, 
I am at present far distant both from the places 
and the purposes of my destination,} I will take care 
to give you as frequent and as expeditious notice 
as possible of the several times and stages of my 
journey. I neither ought, nor, in truth, desire, to 
lay you under any difficulties : however, if it might 
be effected without inconvenience to yourself, it 
seems greatly for our mutual interest that we should 
have a conference before you leave the province. 



* A city in Phrygia, situated on the river Lycofl. 

f A principal city in the province of Cilicia. It still 
sabsists under tlie name ofCogniy and belongB to the Turkish 
dominions. 
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Nevertheless^ if any disappointment should obstruct 
our interview, you may still rely upon my best ser- 
viceSy and with the same security as if we had met 
In the mean while, I shall forbear to enter upon tbe 
subject of our affairs by letter, till I de^air of talk- 
ing them over with you in person* 

I spent the three days I continued at Ephesus,* 
with Sc^eirola. t But though we entered very freely 
into conversation, be did not mention the least 
word of your having desired him to take upon him- 
self the government of the province, during the in- 
terval between your leaving it and my arrival. I 
wish, however, it had been in his power (for I can- 
not persuade myself it was not in his inclination) 
to have complied with your request. Farewell. 

LETTER XXXn. 

[A. U. 702.J 
MARCUS CCELIUS TO CICERO. 

You are certainly to be envied, who have every 
day some new wonder to enjoy : as your admira- 

* A very icelebrated city in lopia, situated not far from 
Smyrna. 

+ He was probably either quaestor, or lieutenant, to 
Appius. 
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lion receives constant supplies in the accounts of 
those strange events that happen amongst us. Thus, 
with what astonishment will you hear that Messal- 
IsL,* after having heen acquitted of his first im^ 
peachmenty was condemned on a second ; that Mar- 
cellttsf is chosen consul; that Calidius4 after hav- 

* He was coasm to the preset consal^ Marcus Marc^ 
lus. The reader will find an accoant of him in the farther 
progress of these remarks. 

f In the text he is called Marcus Claudius ; but Manu- 
tius and Gorradus both agree in the read&ig here adopted, 
which is likewise confirmed by Pighios. He was compe- 
titor for the consulate with Marcellus, mentioned in the 
preceding note. The wonder, therefore, in these two in- 
stances, was, (as Mr Ross observes,) that Marcellus should 
be chosen consul, who was an avowed enemy to Caesari 
while Calidius, though supported by the Caesarian party, 
lost his election. 

i Calidius was one of the most agreeable orators of his 
age, as Cicero, who has drawn his character at large, in- 
forms us. His sentiments were conceived with uncommon 
delicacy, as they were delivered in the most correct, per^ 
spicuous, and elegant expression. His words were so hap- 
pily combined together, and accorded with each other in 
such a well-a4justed arrangement, that Cicero, by a very 
strong image, compares his style to a piece of beautiful in- 
laid work. His metaphors were so justly imagined, and so 
properly introduced, that they rather seemed to arise spon- 
taneously out of his sntject, than to have been transplant- 
ed from a foreign toil. His periods, at the same time, 
were exquisitely musical. They did not, however, lull the 

VOL. IT. B 
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iog lost his electioD, was immediately impeached 
by the twoGalli; and thatDolabella^ is appointed 
one of the Quindecim?irs ! f In one article^ how- 
ever, you are a loser by your absence ; as it de- 
prived you of a most diverting spectacle in the rue- 
ful countenance which Lentulus X exhibited, when 
he found himself disappointed of his election. It 
was an event for which he was so little prepared, 
that he entered the field in all the gay confidence 
of victory; whilst his competitor Dolabella, on the 
contrary, was so diffident of success, that if our 
friends of the equestrian order had not been too 

ear with one uniform cadence $ but were arifiiUy diversified 
with all the various modulations of the most skilful harmo- 
ny. In short, if to instruct and to please had been the single 
excellencies of an orator, Calidius would have merited the 
first rank in the Roman Forum. But he forgot, that the 
principal business of his profession was to animate and to 
inflame. Cic de clar. orat, 2T4. 

* A particular account will be given of him in the notes 
on the following Book. 

f They were the presiding magistrates at the ApoUina- 
rian and secular games, and entrusted likewise with the 
care of the Sibylline oracles. See Mr Rots on this epistle. 

f There is some variation amongst the MSS. in the read- 
ing of this name. The best commentators, however, sup- 
pose, that this person is the same who was advanced to the 
consulship two years after the date of this letter ; that is, 
in the year of Rome 704. It appears he was a competitor 
with Dotabella for the office of Quindecimvir. 
8 
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wise to have soflfered him, he wouM have tamely 
retreated without the least contest But as much 
disposed as you may be to wonder at our transac* 
tions, you will not be surprised, I dare say, when I 
inform you, that Servius, the Tribune elect, has been 
tried and convicted ; and that Cario''^ is a candidate 
to succeed him. This last circumstance greatly 
alarms those who are unacquainted with the real 
good qualities of Curio's heart. I hope, smd indeed 
believe, he will act agreeably to his professions, 
and join with the senate in supporting the friends of 
the republic. I am sure, at least, he is full of these 
designs at present ; in which Cssar's conduct has 
been the principal occasion of engaging him : For 
Caesar, though he spares no pains or expence to gain 
over even the lowest of the people to his interest,! 
has thought fit to treat Curio with singular contempt. 
The latter has behaved with so much temper upon 
this occasion, that he, who never acted with arti- 

• See Vol. I. p. 931. note. 

+ The account which Dion GasioB gives of Casar^ ex- 
actly corresponds with what Coelins here asserts. For it 
appears, fromthb liastorian, that CcBsar, when he could not, 
by direct means, secure the master in his interest, insinuated 
himself, by proper applications, into the good graces of the 
favourite slave : and, by condescensions of this political 
kind, he gained over many persons of principal rank in 
Rome. Vio, x\. p. 149. 
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fice in all his life^* is suspected to have dissembled 
his resentment^ in order, the more effectually, to de- 
feat the schemes of those who oppose his election: 
I mean the Lselii and the Antonii, together with the 
rest of that wonderful party. 

I have been so much engaged by the difficulties 
which have retarded the several elections, that I 
could not find leisure to write to you sooner ; and, 
indeed, as I every day expected they would be de- 
termined, I waited their conclusion, that I might 
give you, at once, an account of the whole» But it 
is now the first of August, and they are not yet 
over; the elections of preetors having met with 
some unexpected delays. As to that in which I am 
candidate, I can give you no account which way it 
is likely to be decided ; only it is generally thought 
that Hirrus will not be chosen. This is coUected 



* If Curio did not act ifvith artifice ia the present in- 
stance, (of which, however, there is great reason to doubt,) 
it is certain, at least, that he was far from being so incapa- 
ble of assuming that character, as Ccelius here represents 
him. On the contrary, it appears, by the concurrent testi- 
mony of the ancient historians, that he secretly favoured 
the cause of Caesar, long before he avowed his party. And 
Dion Cassius, in particular, assures us, that Curio, at the 
same time that he pretended to act in concert with the ene- 
mies of Csesar, was only gaining their confidence, in order 
tcr betray them. Vel Paterc. \i, 4^, Di0, xl. p. 149. 
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from the fate that has attended Vinicianus^ who was 
a candidate for the office of Plebeian .^ile.* That 
foolish project of his for the nomination of a dicta- 
tor,t (which we formerly, you may remember, ex- 
posed to so much ridicule,) suddenly turned the elec- 
tion against him; and the people es^presaed the 
loudest acclamation^ of joy at his repulse. At the 
^ame time, Hirrus was univeisally called upon by 
the populace to give up his pretensions at the en- 
suing election. I hope, therefore, you will very 
soon hear, that this affair is determined in the man- 
ner you wish with respect to me, and which you 



* The Plebeian ^diles were chosen out of the com- 
mons ; and were, in some respects, a sort of coa^ators to 
the Tribunes. 

. f The dictator was a magistrate invested with supreme 
and absolute power; but was never created unless on emer- 
gencies of great and sudden danger, which required the 
exertion of an extraordinary authority. Accordingly, it 
was on occasion of the dbturbances that happened at Rome 
in the year 700, (See p. 871. and p. 878, of Vol. I.) that 
some of the friends and flatterers of Pompey proposed him 
for this office. Vinicianus and Hirrus were the principal 
promoters of this scheme ; but it was so unacceptable to 
the people in general, that this sjingle circumstance, it ap- 
pears, turned the election against the former f and, proba- 
bly, was the chief reason that the latter was likewise dis- 
appointed of the iGdileship, S^ l4et. ^. of ^his Book, 
p. 7. Ad, Q. F, iii. 8. 
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scarce dare promise yourself,* I know, with regard 
to Himis. 

As to the state of the commonwealth, we begin 
to give up all expectation that the face of public 
affairs will be changed. However, at a meetmg of 
the senate, holden on the22d of the last month, in 
the temple of Apollo, upon a debate relating to the 
payment of the forces commanded by Pompey, t 
mention was made of that legion, which, as appear^* 
ed by his accounts, had been lent to Csesar; and 
he was asked, of what number of men it consisted, 
and for what purposes 'it was borrowed. In short, 
Pompey was pushed so strongly upon this article, 
that he found himself under a necessity of promis- 
ing to recal this legion out of Gaul : but he added, 
at the same time, that the clamours of his enemies 
should not force him to take this step too precipi- 
tately. It was afterwards moved, that the question 
might be put concerning the election of a successor 
to Caesar. Accordingly the senate came to a reso- 
lution, that Pompey (who was just going to the army 



* Because HirraB was supported by Pompey. 

f Pompey, though he remained in Rome, was at this time 
governor of Spain; which had been continued to him for 
four years at the end of his late consulship. It was the pay- 
ment of his troops in that province, which was under the 
consideration of the senate, Plut, in vit. Pomp, 
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at Ariaunuin/ and is now actually set out for that 
purpose) should be ordered to return to Rome with 
all expedition^ that the afiair^ relating to a general 
election of new governors for all the provinces^ 
might be debated in his presence* This point, I 
imagine, will be brought before the senate on the 
13th of this month; when, if no infamous obstacles 
should be thrown in the way by the tribunes^f the 
house will certainly come to some resolution. For 
Pompey, in the course of the debate, let fall an in- 
timation, that he '' thought every man owed obedi* 
" ence to the authority of that assembly/' How- 
ever, I am impatient to hear what Paulus, the se- 
nior consul elect, will say when he delivers his opi* 
nion upon this question. 

I repeat my former request in relation to the 

* Now called Rimini, situated upon the Rubicon; a 
river which divided Italy from that part of the Roman pro* 
vince called Cisalpine Gaul, The army here mentioned, is 
supposed to be part of those four legions which were de* 
creed to Pompey for the support of his government in Spain. 
Vid, Plut, ibid, 

t Some of the tribunes, together with Sulpicius, one of 
the present consuls, were wholly in Csesar's interest. — 
They thought, or pretended to think, that it was highly 
uiyust to divest Caesar of his government, before the time 
was completed for which it had been decreed; and of which 
there now remained about two years unexpired. Vio, xU 
p. 148. 
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money due to me on the bond of Sittias ; and I do 
so, that you may see it is an article in which I am 
greatly interested. I must again, likewise, entreat 
you to employ the Cybiratse,'* in order to procure 
me some panthers. I have only to add, that we 
have received certain accounts of the death of Pto- 
lemy.f Let me know, therefore, what measures 
you would advise me to take upon this occasion; 
in what condition he has left his kingdom; and 
in whose hands the administration is placed. Farer 
well. 
ADgiist the first. 

• " Cibyra was a city of Phfygia Major, situated upon 
** the banks of the river Meander, and gave name to one of 
". the three Asiatic dioceses, which were under the jurisdic- 
" tion of the governor of Cilicia." Mr Ross, 

f Ptolemy Auletes; of whom an account has been given 
in the notes on the First Book. By the following inquiries 
which Ccelius makes, it is probable, he was one of those 
who had lent money to that king when he was at Rome, so* 
liciting the senate to assist him with troops foi* the recovery 
of his dominions. See Vol. I. p. 55. note. 
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LETTER XXXni. 

[A. U. 708.] 
FROM THE SAME. 

How far you may be alarmed at the inyaskm* 
^hich threatens your province, and the neighbour 
ing countries, I know not; but for myself, I con- 
fess, I am extremely anxious for the consequence. 
Could we contrive, indeed, that the enemy's forces 
should be only in proportion to the number of 
yours, and just sufficient to entitle yon to the ho- 
nour of a triumph, t there could not be a more de» 
«irable circumstance. But the misfortune is, if the 

* The Parthians, having lately obtaljied a most sipial 
victory over Cra»u8, (an account of whose unfortimate ex- 
pedition has already been given in the course of these notes,) 
were preparing to malce an incursion in the Roman pro- 
vinces that lay contiguous to their dominions. — According- 
ly they soon afterwards executed this design, by invading 
Syria and Cillcia ; as will be related at large in the letters 
of the following Book. 

The kingdom of Partbia is now included in the empire 
of Persia; of which it makes a very considerable pro- 
vince. 

i* No general could legally claim this honour, unless he 
had destroyed 5000 of the enemy in one engagement. Fat 
Max. ii. 8. 
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Pftrthians should make any attempt^ I well know it 
will be a very powerful one ; and I am sensible^ at 
the same time, that you are so little in a conditioH 
to oppose their march, that you have scarce troops 
to defend a single defile. But the world, in gene- 
ral, will not be so reasonable as to make the proper 
allowances for this circumstance. On the contrary, 
it is expected from a man in your station, that he 
should be prepared for every occurrence that may 
arise, without once considering whether he is fur- 
nished with the necessary supplies for that purpose* 
I am still the more uneasy upon your account, as 
I foresee the contests concerning aflairs in Gaul will 
retard the nomination of your successor ; and though 
I dare say you have already had this contingency 
in your view, yet I thought proper to apprise you 
of its probability, that you might be so much the 
more early in adjusting your measures accordingly. 
I need not tell you, that the usual artifices will un- 
doubtedly be played off. A day will be appointed 
for considering of a successor to Csesar : upon which 
some tribune^ will interpose his negative; and then 
a second will probably declare, that unless the se- 
nate shall be at liberty to put the question freely, 
concerning all the provinces in general, he will not 
sufier it to be debated with regard to any in parti- 

* See note on the foregoing letter, p, 23, 
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cular. And thus we shall be trifled with for a con- 
siderable time; possibly^ indeed^ two or three yean 
may be spaa out by these contemptible artifices. 

If any thing new had occurred in public 9&m, 
I should, as usual> have sent you the account, to- 
gether with my sentiments thereupon ; but, at pre- 
sent, the wheeb of our political machine seem to 
be altogether motionless. Marcellus is still pursu- 
ing his former designs concerning the provinces; 
but he has not yet been able to assemble a compe- 
tent number of senators. Had * this motion been 
brought on the preceding year, and had Curio at 
the same time been tribune, ii would, probably, 
have succeeded; but as affairs are now circum- 
stanced, you are sensible how easy it will be for 
Caesar, regardless as he is of the public interest, 
when it stands in competition with his own, to ob- 
struct all our proceedings^ Farewell. 

* There is an obscurity in the original, which the com- 
mentators have endeavoured to dissipate by yarious read- 
ings. None of their coi^jectures, however, appear so much 
to the purpose as that of an ingenious gentleman, to whose 
animadversions I have already acknowledged myself indebt- 
ed. See Vol. I. p. 818. note. My judicious friend supposes, 
that some words of the same import with those which are 
distinguished by Italics in the translation, have been omit- 
ted by the carelessness of transcribers ; a supposition ex- 
tremely probable, and which solves the principal difficulty 
of the text. 



28 THE LETTERS book hi. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

FROM THE SAME. 

Will you not be surprised when I tell you of 
the victory I have gained over Hirrus ? * But if you 
knew how easy a conquest he proved, you would 
blush to think, that so powerless a competitor once 
ventured to stand forth as your rival, f His beha- 
viour, since this repulse, affords us much diversion; 
as he now affects, upon all occasions, to act the pa* 
triot, and vote against Cassar. Accordingly, he in- 
sists upon Caesar's being immediately recalled ; and 
most unmercifully inveighs against the conduct of 
Curia In a word, as little conversant as he is in 
the business of the Forum, he is now become an ad^ 
vocate professed ; and most magnanimously pleads ^ 
the cause of liberty. $ You are to observe, how- 
ever, that it is only in a morning he is seized with 
these violent fit^ of patriotism ; for he is generally 



* At the election for curple ^diles. See Let. 29. of this 
Book. 

f As a candidate with Cicero for the office of Augnr. 

;( In9tead of a^H pausas liberalise as in the common edi* 
lions, I read, with Gronovius, agit causam liberUUis* 
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much too elevated in an afternoon to descend into 
so grave a character. 

' I mentioned, in one of my former, that the af- 
fair of the provinces would come before the senate 
on the 13th of the last month; nevertheless, by 
the intervention of Marcellus, the consul elect, it 
was put off to the first of this instant But when 
the day arrived, they could not procure a sufficient 
number of senators to be present It is now the 
second of September, and nothing has yet been 
done in this business; and, I am persuaded, it wiU 
be adjourned to the following year. As far as I can 
foresee, therefor^ you must be contented to leave 
the administration of your province. in the hands of 
some person, whom you shall think proper to ap- 
point for that purpose; as I am well convinced you 
will not soon be relieved by a successor; for, as 
Gaul must take the same fate with the rest of the 
provinces, any attempt that shall be made for set^ 
tling the general succession, will certainly be ob- 
structed by Caesar's party. Of this I have not the 
least doubt ; and, therefore, I thought it necessary 
to give you notice, that you may be prepared to 
act accordingly. 

I believe I have reminded you of the panthers 
in almost every one of my letters; and surely you 
will not sufier Patiscus to be more liberal in this 
article than yourself. He has made Curio a pre- 
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sent of no less than half a score; grea^ therefore^ 
will be your disgrace, if you should not send me a 
much larger number. In the mean time> Curio has 
given me those he received from Patiscus, together 
with as many more from Africa ; for, you are to 
know, it is not only in granting away the lands of 
the''^ public, that the generous Curio displays his 
liberality. As to yourself, if you can but charge 
your memory with my request, you may easily pro- 
cure me as many of these animals as you please; 
it is only sending for some of the Cybiratae to hunt 
them, and issuing forth your orders, likewise, into 
Pamphylia; where, I am told, they are taken in 
great abundance. I am the more solicitous upon 
this article, as I believe my colleague and I shall 
exhibit our games separately; so that the whole 
preparation for them must lie singly upon myself. 
I know you love ease as well as I do ; but I should 
be glad if you could by any means prevail with 
yourself to part with a little of it upon the present 
occasion. In good earnest, you will have no other 
trouble, than merely to give your commands; as 
my people, whom I have sent into your province, 
in order to recover the money due to me from Sit- 

* This seems to allude to some attempts which Curio 
had lately made to revive the Agrarian law. See Vol. I. 
p. 176. note. 
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tins, will be ready to receive the panthers, and 
convey them into Italy. It is probable^ likewise, 
if you should give me any hopes of succeeding in 
my request, that I may send a reinforc«nent to as- 
sist them. 

I recommend Marcus Feridius> a Rcmian knight, 
to your protection and friendship, who comes into 
Cilicia to transact some business relating to his pri- 
vate afiairs. He is a young man of great worth and 
spirit ; and his father is my very particular friend. 
He holds an estate under certain cities in your go- 
vemment> of which he is desirous to procure the 
enfranchisement; and, I am persuaded, he may 
easily obtain his point, by the intervention of your 
good offices. Your employing them, upon this oc- 
casion, will indeed be doing an honour to youraelf ; 
as it will oblige two men of great merit, who, I 
will venture to assure you, are not capable of pro- 
ving ungrateful. 

You were mistaken when you imagined that Fa- 
vonius^ was opposed by the more contemptible 
part of the people ; on the contrary, it was all the 



* He was a great admirer and imitator of the virtues 
and manners of Cato; as he was also in the number of 
those who assassinated Caesar. Manutius coiyeGtures that 
he was at this time chosen praetor. — J*lut. in vit. Pomp* DU, 
xlvii. p. 356. 
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better sort that voted against him. Yodr friead 
Pompey openly declares, that Caesar ooght not to 
be admitted as a candidate for the consulship^ 
while he retains his command in the province.**^ 
He voted, however, against passing a decree for 
this purpose at present Scipiof moved, that the 

« Pompey, who contributed more than any man to the 
advancement of Caesar's power, had lately procured a law, 
by which the personal appearance of the latter was dis- 
pensed with in soliciting the consular office. But Pompey 
now began to repent of a concession so entirely unconsti- 
tutional ; not that his own designs were more favourable to 
the liberties of Rome than those of Caesar, but as discover- 
ing at lest that they could not both subsist together. His 
present opposition, however, was as impotent as his for- 
mer compliances were impolitic ; and only tended to bring 
on so much the sooner his own destruction, together with 
that of the republic,^ Fid. ad AtL viii. 3. 

f Metellus Scipio : he was chosen consul by Pompey 
the latter end of the last year, agreeably to a power with 
which he was invested by the senate, for nominating his 
colleague. Pompey likewise married his daughter, the 
amiable Cornelia ; who added to the charms of her person 
every moral and intellectual qualification that could ren- 
der her the most estimable and accomplished of her sex. 
And yet, with all these extraordinary endowments, she was 
still more distinguished by th^t singular modesty and humi- 
lity with which they were accompanied. It is Plutarch 
who gives her this character ; upon which Monsieur Da- 
eier remarks, Je dots htre plus persuade qu^unautrey que 
Viloge que Plutarque dorme d, ComeliCf peut niite point ftaiH. 
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first of March next might be appointed for taking 
into consideration the nominating a snccessor in 
the Gallic provinces ; and that this matter should 
be proposed to the house separately, and without 
blending it with any other question. Balbus Cor- 
nelius''^ was much discomposed at this motion; 
and, I am well assured, he has complained of it t6 
Scipio in very strong terms. 

Canidius defended himself upon his trial with 
much eloquence ; but, in the impeachment which 
he afterwards exhibited, he supported his charge 
with little force or spirit Farewell. 

J*at un eXempU domaHque^ qui prouve que beaucoup ffetprit 
et de savotr, et ds grand* iaUiM peuvent te trouoer dant tme 
femme^ et itre aecompagn/h d*une modesHs autsi grande et 
plus esHmabk encore que see takns. May I add my anffkage 
to that of this celebrated critic, by declaring from the 
same domestic experience, that nncommon knowledge and 
a superior understanding are perfectly consistent with those 
more valuable qualities of the heart, which constitute the 
principal grace and ornament of the female character.*^ 
Phd, in vit. Pomp, Les vies de Pint, par Ihc, vol. ▼. p. 
498. rem. 89. 

* He was inviolably attached to Caesar, and seems to 
have tieen the principal manager of his affairs at Rome. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

[A. U. 702.] 

TO MARCUS MARCELLUS,* CONSUL, 

I VERY warmly congratulate you on your relation 
Caius Marcellus being elected to succeed you ; as 
I sincerely rejoice in your having received this 
happy fruit of your pious affection to your family^ 



* He was distingubhed by a long line of ancestors, who 
had borne the most honourable offices in the republic; as 
he himself was adyaoced to the consular dignity this year, 
in conjunction with Servius Sulpicius Rufus. It is mention- 
ed, to the credit of both these illustrious magistrates, that 
they were .chosen without having employed those corrupt 
and Tiolent measures, which were at this period so gene- 
rally practised ; and Marcellus, in particular, had recom-. 
mended himself to the people by the superior grace and 
energy of his eloquence, it has already been observed in 
these notes, thai he was eqctremely zealous in promoting the 
decree by which Cassar was recalled from his province, 
and which forwarded the flames of that unhappy civil war, 
which soon afterwards broke out to the destruction of the 
commonwealth. Upon that occasion Marcellus took the 
part of Pompey. But, after the battle of Pharsalia, he 
threw down his arms, and withdrew to Mitylenae, the ca- 
pital of Lesbos, where he purposed to devote the remainder 
of his days to a philosophical retirement. But being per* 
10 
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of your patriot zeal to yoar country, and of yoor 
illostrioiu deportment in the consular office. I can 
easily imagine the sentiments which your address 
upon this occasion^ has created in Rome ; and> as 
to myself, whom you haye sent to these far distant 
parts of the globe, believe me, I speak of it with 
the highest and most unfeigned applause. I can, 
with strict truth, assure you, that I have ever had 
a particular attachment to yo|i from yoor earliest 
youth ; and, I am sensible, you have always shewn, 
by your generous offices in promoting my digni* 
ties, that you deemed me worthy of the most dis- 
tinguished honours. But this late instance of your 
judicious management in procuring the consulship 
for Marcellus, together with the proof it affords of 
the favour in which you stand with the republic, 
has raised you still higher in roy esteem. It is with 
great complacency, therefore, that I hear it obser* 
ved by men of the first distinction for sense and 

suaded by his frieods, and particularly by Cicero, to ac- 
cept the clemency of the victor, he at ]ens:th yielded to 
their solicitation, and was preparing to return home, when 
be was cruelly assassinated by a man who had been in the 
number of his clients. The reader will find a particolar ac- 
count of this murder, together with some other circnmstan* 
res concerning Marceilds, in the farther progress of these 
letters and remarks.— Sue/, in vit, Tiber, 1. Dio, xl. 148. 
Cfc. de clar. or at. 950. Ep. Fam. iv. 12. 
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merit, that» in all our words and actions^ our tastes 
and studies^ our principles and pursuits^ we bear a 
strong resemblance to each other. The only cir- 
cumstance that can render your glorious consulate 
still more agreeable to me, will be your procuring 
a successor to be nominated to this province as 
soon as possible. But, if this cannot be obtained, 
let me entreat you, at least, not to sufifer my con- 
tinuance here to be prolonged beyond the time li- 
mited by your decree, and the law which passed 
for that purpose. In a word, I hope, upon all oc- 
casions, to experience, in my absence, the benefit 
of your friendship and protection. Farewell. 

P. S. I have received some intelligence concern- 
ing the Parthians ; but, as it is not at present suf- 
ficiently confirmed, I forbear to communicate the 
particulaiB to you. For, as I am writing to a con- 
sul, my letter, perhaps, might be considered as an 
information to the senate. 
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LETTER XXXVr. 

[A. U. 702.] 
TO CAIUS MARCBLLUS/ CONSUL ELECT. 

I BECEiYED great pleasure in hearing of your ad- 
vancement to the consulate. May the gods give 
you success in the enjoyment of this honour ; and 
may you discharge its important duties in a man- 
ner worthy of youjr own illustrious character, and 
that of your excellent father! You have my best 
wishes indeed upon this occasion, not only from af- 
fection, but gratitude, and in return to those wam^ 
est instances of your friendship, which I have ever 
experienced in all the various incidents of my life. 
Many and important are the obligations* likewise* 
which I have received from your father, both as 
my protector in adversity, and as having contribu- 
ted to adorn my prosperity. I must add, also, to 
this family list of my benefactors, your worthy 
mother; whose zealous services in behalf both of 

* He was cousin gennan to Marcus Marcellos, to whom 
the preceding letter te addressed ; and by whose interest, in 
cotgunction with that of Pompey, he was elected to succeed 
him in the consular office. He pursued the politics of his 
iUnstrious relation and predecessor, by llrmly opposing the 
views of CsBsar, DiOy zl. 
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my person and dignities, have risen much higher 
than could have heen expected firom one of the 
tender sex. Being then, as I most certainly ought, 
entirely devoted to your family, let me earnestly 
entreat your friendship and protection in my ab- 
sence. Farewell. 

LETTER XXXVII. 

[A. U. 708.] 
TO CAIUS MARCELLUS. * 

The advancement of your son to the consular 
dignity, and your enjoying a pleasure you so much 
wished to obtain, are circumstances which afibrd 
me a very uncommon satisfaction. They do so, 
not only upon his account, but yours, whom I es- 
teem as highly deserving of every advantage that 
Fortune can bestow. Let me acknowledge, at the 
same time, that I have experienced your singular 
good-will towards me, both in the adverse and pros- 
perous seasons of my life ; and, indeed, my welfare 
and honours have been the zealous concern of your 
whole family. I shall be extremely obliged to you, 
therefore, for making my sincere and particular 

• Father of Caius Marcellw, to wkom the forq^ing let- 
ter tB ivritte% 
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oongratulationii upon this occasion, to that ezoettoit 
woman yoar wife. To which requesty I will only 
add> that I entreat the continuance of your friend- 
ship and protection in my absence. Farewell. 

LETTER XXXVm. 

£A. U. 702.] 
TO tUCIUS PAULUS,* CONSUL ELECT. 

Though I never once doubted, that, ia conndera- 
tion of your most illustrious family, and of those 
important services you have yourself likewise rea- 
dered to the commonwealth, you would be unani- 
mously elected consul ; yet, the coniinnation of 
this desirable news, affi>rded me an inexpressible 
satisfaction. It is my sincere wish, that the gods 
may give success to your administration, and that 
you may acquit yourself of this honourable and im- 
portant trust, as becomes your own character, and 
that of your distinguished family. I should have 

* He wa!b colleague with Catas Marcelliu, mentioned 
in the last note. He set out in his administration, it was 
thought, with principles agreeable to those of his associate. 
But CsBsar perfectly well knew how to make him change 
his sentiments ; and, by proper applications to his avarice 
and profusion, he added him to the nomber of his supple 
mercenaries. Phtt in vit. Pomp, 
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thought my«lf extremely happy to have b^"^ 
sent at yoir election, and to have «»f »>«ted A^ 
r^ Jwhich your extraordin^ ''"'ZalZ 
reauite. Bat, a. the unexpected government ot 
ST^vince ha, deprived me of Uu^ pl--' ^ 

hope I shaU have the satisfaction of -^e'-f J^i* 
Ein the v«>rthy exercise of your consuh^roffi^. 

STthU purpose, I most eamesdy entreat you «a^ 
to suffir me to be injuriously contmued m th« pro- 
^ce beyond the expiration of my year ; a fav^ 
which I shaU esteem a. a very consulerable add^- 
ti« to those instances of friendship I have already 
received at your hands. Farewell. 
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LETTER L 

[A. U. 702J 

TO THE CONSULS^ THE PIUBTORS^ THE TRIBUNES OF 
THE PEOPLE^ AND THE SENATE. 

The many obstructions I met with in my way to 
this proTince^* both by sea and land> preyented me 
from reaching it sooner than the last of Jaly. I 

* Cicero's proTince comprehended not only CUicla, but 
Pamphylia, Lycaonia, part of Phrygia, and the bland of 
Cyprus, together ifrlth some other less considerable appen- 
dages. Cilicia was first added to the Roman provinces by 
PnbliuB Serviliusy samamed Isanricos, in the year of Rome 
680. Ad Jtt. ▼. 81. Jm, Manellin, ztT. 8, 
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thought it my first duty, on my arriyal^ to see that 
the militia and garrisons were in good order; be^ 
ing articles in which the interest of the republic is 
principally concerned. Accordingly, I have taken 
all proper measures to that end ; though I cannot 
forbear adding, that I have been enabled to effect 
this, more by my own care and diligence, than from 
any supplies I was furnished with for that purpose. 
Having thus adjusted my military preparations, and 
receiving daily intelligence that the Parthians had 
actually invaded Syria, I thought it advisable to 
move with my forces through Lycaonia, Isaurica, 
and Cappadocia. It seemed highly probable, in- 
deed, if the enemy had any design of attempting 
an irruption into my province, that they would 
direct their route through Cappadocia; as being 
a country that could give them the least oppo- 
sition. I marched, therefore, into that part of Cap- 
padocia which lies contiguous to Cilicia, and en- 
camped at Cybistra, a town at the foot of Mount 
Taurus. I had a double view in leading my troops 
to this place. The first was, that in whatever dis- 
position Artuasdes^ king of Armenia, stood towards 
us, he might be sensible that a Roman army was 
not far from his frontiers ; and, in the next place, 
that I might be as near as possible to Deiotarus : * 

* He was prioce of Galatia, a country bordering on 
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a prince I well knew, extremely our hwnA, and 
whose counsel and assistance might prove of great 
advantage in the present conjuncture. As soon as 
I had finished my encampment, I detached my ca- 
valry before me into Cilicta. This I did in order 
to confirm the several cities in that part of my pro* 
vinee in their allegiance, by giving them notice of 
my arrival; and likewise that I might have the 
earliest intelligence of what was transacting in Sy- 
ria. During the three days that I continued in this 
camp, I was engaged in discharging a commission 
equally necessary and important. I had received 
your express commands to take the worthy and 

Phrygia. He di8ting;uuhed his zeal for the republic in all 
the Asiatic wars in which the Romans were ei^B|;ed daring 
his reign, and was particularly serviceable to Ponpey ia 
his expedition against Mitbridates ; for which be was ho* 
noured by the senate with the title of king. Some time af* 
ter the battle of Pharsalia, (in which he joined with Pom- 
pey) his own grandson came to Rome with an impeachment 
against him. He pretended that Deiotams formed a design, 
when Csnar was his guest, as he lately passed through his 
dominions, of assassinating that general. This cause seems 
to have been pleaded in Cesar*s own house, where both 
Cicero and Brutus appeared as advocates for Deiotarus. 
The speech which the former made upon this occasion is 
still extant ; and if an orator may be credited in the cha* 
racter he gives of his client, this prince was endowed with 
every royal virtue. Orai, pro VeioL 
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faithful Ariobarzanes''^ under my particular protec- 
tion ; and to defend both his person and his king- 
dom to the utmost of my power. In your decree, 
which passed for this purpose, a clause was insert- 
ed, declaring, that " the welfare of this province 
'* was much the- concern of the people and senate 
♦' of Rome : " an honour which was never before 
paid to any potentate. For this reason, I thought 
it became me to signify to him, in person, the dis- 
tinction which you had conferred upon him. I 
acquainted him, therefore, in the presence of my 

* The kingdom of Cappadocia, of which Ariobarzanes 
was monarch, was of a very large extent ; comprehending 
the greater part of those countries at present under the Ot- 
toman dominion, which are now called Amasia, Genec, and 
Tocat. It appears, however, by the letters to Atticus, that 
this kingdom was so extremely impoverished, that the crown 
was almost wholly destitute of any revenues ; a circumstance 
to which Horace alludes in one of his epistles : 

Mancipiis locupUa egei €trU Cappadocum Rex. 

The instance that Plutarch gives of the great scarcity of 
money among these people is indeed almost incredible, if 
what the ancient geographers assert be true, that their coun- 
try abounded in silver mines; for that historian tells us, 
that when Lucullus was carrying on the war against Mith- 
ridates, in this part of the world, an ox sold in Cappadocia 
for about four-pence, and a slave for sixpence. Jd ML \ul, 
Hor. ep, i. 6. Phtt, in vit IammUu 
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council, with the instractiofis yoa had giyen me in 
his behalf; and called upon him to let me know 
if there was any instance in which he had occasion 
for my service. I assured him at the same time, 
on my own part, that I ofifered him my protection 
with the utmost zeal and fidelity. He began his 
speech with expressing a proper sense of the high 
honour thus conferred upon him by the people and 
senate of Rome. He then addressed his acknow- 
ledgments to me in particular, for having executed 
my commission in such a manner as to convince 
him both of the sincerity with which I profiered 
him my good offices, and of the strong injunctions 
I had received from the republic for that purpose. 
It gave me great satisfaction to hear him say in 
this our first interview, that he neither knew, nor 
indeed suspected, any designs to be carrying on 
either against his life, or his crown. After I had 
congratulated him upon so happy a circumstance, 
and exhorted him, in remembrance of his father's 
fate, carefully to observe the admonitions of the 
senate in being particularly cautious of his person^ 
he took his leave, and returned to Cybistra. The 
next day, however, he paid me a second visit in 
my tent, accompanied by his brother Ariarathes, 
together with several venerable old ministers of his 
late father ; who, in a very plaintive and afiecting 
manner, all joined with bim in imploring my pro 
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on^* and which he has hitherto enjoyed without 
molestation ; in the next place, that if any inhabi- 
tant of Hellespontus should controvert his rights of 
this kind, you would direct the cause to be heard 
in that district. But, after having already assigned 
him wholly to your patronage, it is unnecessary to 
point out particular articles wherein I request your 
good offices. To say all then in one word, be as- 
sured I shall consider every instance wherein you 
shall advance either his honour or his interest^ as 
so many immediate favours conferred vqpon myself. 
Farewell. 

LETTER III. 

[A. U. 702.] 
TO APPIUS PULCHEB. 

Though I am by no means disposed to be more 
favourable to myself than to you, in judging of the 
part we have respectively acted towards each other ; 
yety when I reflect on our late mutual behaviour, I 
have ixr greater reason to be satisfied with my own 
conduct than with yours. As I Knew the high rank 
which Phanias justly possesses in your confidence 
and esteem, I enquired of him when we met at 



• A city in Hellespont. 

8 
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Brondisium, in what part of the province he ima- 
gined you chose I should receive the resignation 
of your government He assured me it would be 
extremely agreeable to you if I landed at Sida. * 
For this reason, notwithstanding I could not have 
made so splendid an entrance fiN>m that city, and 
it was inconvenient to me, likewise, upon many 
<jther accounts, yet I told him I would certainly 
comply with your inclinations. Sometime after- 
virards, I had a conference with your friend Clodius, 
at Corcyra, and I always consider myself as talk- 
ing to you, whenever I am conversing with him. 
I repeated, therefore, the same promise I had given 
to Phanias, and assured him that I intended to pur- 
sue the- route which the latter had marked out to 
me. Clodius made many acknowledgments upon 
this occasion in your name, but entreated me to 
change my design, and proceed directly to Laodi- 
cia. For it was your purpose, he said, to advance 
towards the maritime part of the province, in order 
to embark as soon as possible. He added, at the 
same time, that it was from your great desire to 
see me that you had deferred your departure ; for, 
had any other person 'been your successor, you 
would not have waited his arrival. And this, indeed^ 
corresponded with the letters I received from you 
at Rome, by which I perceived your great impa- 

* A sea-port town of considerable note in Pamphylia. 
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tierce to Iea?e the province. I informed Clodius 
that I would comply with his request^ and with 
much more wUlingn<hss« I told him^ than if I had 
beeii to have executed my first engagement with 
Phanias. I^ therefore^ changed my plan, and im- 
mediately gave you notice of it with my own hand; 
which, I find by your letter, you received in due 
time. When I reflect upon my conduct in this in- 
stance, I have the satisfaction to be assured, that it- 
is perfectly consonant tq the strictest friendship. 
And now let me desire you to consider your beha-^ 
viour in return. You were so far then from wait^ 
ing in that part of the province which would have 
given us the earliest opportunity of an interview, 
that you withdrew* to such a distance, as to ren- 
der it impossible for me to reach you within the 
thirty days limited (if I mistake not] by the Cor- 



* It was usual for the governors of pfovinces, when they 
entered upon their administration, to pul>lish what they 
styled an edict ; whith was a kind of code or formulary of 
laws, by which they intended to proceed in the dispensa- 
tion of Justice. Cicero's institutes of this sort were founded 
upon maxims so extremely different from those by which 
Appias had regulated himself, that the latter looked upon 
them as so many indirect reflections upon his own unworthy 
conduct. And this seems to have been the occasion of 4is 
treating Cicero in the manner, of which he here, and in 
other subsequent letters, so much and so justly complaios. 
Ad Att. vi. 1. 
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nelian law^* for your departure. This proceeding 
(to speak of it in the sbflest terms) must look ?nth 
no friendly aspect in the eye of those who are un* 
acquainted with our real sentiment towards each 
other; as it has the appearance of your industri* 
ously avoiding a conference. Whereas, mine, on 
the contrary, must undoubtedly be deemed con- 
formable to whatever could be expected from the 
strongest and most intimate union. 

In the letter I received from you before my ar* 
rival in the province, though you mentioned your 
design of going to Tarsus,t you still flattered me 
with hopes of a meeting. In the mean time, there 
are some who have the malice (fdr malice, I sup* 
pose, is their motive, as that vice, indeed, is wide- 
ly difliised among mankind) to lay hold of this 
plausible pretence to alienate me from you, little 
aware that I am not easily shaken in my iriend 
ships. They assure me, that, when you had rea- 
son to believe I was arrived in the province, you 
held a court of judicature at Tarsus, and exercised 
such other acts of authority, as even those who 

• This law was so called from its author, Cornelius Syll% 
the dictator. 

f The capital city of Cilicia. It is celehrated by Stra- 
bo, for having once vied with Athens and Alexandria in 
polite and philosophical literature; but it is far more 
worthy of notice as being the birth-place of- that great 
apostle of the Gentiles, St. Paul. 
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have yet some little time unexpired in their minis- 
try, do not usually choose to discharge. Their in- 
sinuations, nevertheless, are far from making any 
impression upon me. On the contrary, I rather 
consider you as haying kindly eased me of part of 
my approaching trouble; and I rejoice that you 
have thus abridged me of one fatiguing month out 
of the twelve I must pass through in my govern- 
ment. To speak freely, however, there is a cir- 
cumstance that gives me concern ; and I cannot but 
regret to find, that, out of the small number of forces 
in the province, there are no less than three com- 
plete cohorts wanting, and I know not in what part 
they are dispersed. But my principal uneasiness 
is, that I cannot learn where I shall see you ; and 
I should have sooner told you so, if I had not con- 
cluded, from your total silence, both as to what you 
were doing, and where you proposed to give me an 
interview, that I might daily expect ypur arrivaL 
I have, therefore, dispatched my brave and worthy 
friend Antonius, praefect of the Evocati,*^ with this 
letter; and, if you think proper, you may deliver 
up to him the command of the troops, that I may 
be able to enter upon some action ere the season is 

* These were troops composed of experienced soldiers, 
who had served out their legal time, or had received their 
dismission as a reward of their valour. They usually guard- 
ed the chief standard, and were excused from the more ser- 
vile employments of the military fonctionst 
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too far advanced. I had reason to hop6, both from 
our friendship and your letters, to have had the be- 
.nefit of yoar advice upon this occasion ; and, in- 
deed, I will not even yet despair of enjoying that 
advantage. However, unless you give me notice, 
it is impossible I should discover either when or 
where I am to have that satisfaction. In the mean 
while, I shall endeavour to convince even the most 
uncandid, as well as the equitable part of the world, 
that I am sincerely your friend. I cannot forbear 
saying, nevertheless, that those who are not dispo- 
sed to judge in the most favourable manner, have 
some little cause to imagine that you do not bear 
the same amicable disposition towards me, and I 
shall be much obliged to you for endeavouring to 
remove their suspicions. 

That you may not be at a loss what measures to 
take in order to our meeting consistently* with the 
terms of the Cornelian law, I think it necessary to 
inform you, that I arrived in the province on the 
last day of July ; that I marched from Iconium on 
the 31st of August, and am now advancing to Ci- 
licia by the way of Cappadocia. Afler having thus 

* It appears, by what follows, that this time was al- 
ready elapsed. Mr Ross was aware of this difficulty, and 
has solved it by sapposing, that Cicero '* must mean some 
<< yiitice without the limits of the province." For otherwise 
Cicero's request cannot be reconciled, that commentator 
observes, to the terms of the Cornelian law. 
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traced out my route, j^ou will let me know, in case 
you should think proper to meet me, what time and 
place will be most convenient to you for that pur- 
psoe. Farewell 



LETTER IV. 

[A. U. 702.] 
TO MAUCUS CATC. * 

I THOUGHT it agreeable to our friendship to com- 
municate to you the intelligence I have lately re- 
ceived. I am to inform you, then, that envoys 
from Antiochus king of Commagene, f arrived in 
my camp at Iconium, on the 30th of August. They 
brought me advice, that the king of Parthia^s son, 
who is married, it seems, to a sister of the king of 
Armenia, was advanced to the banks of the Eu- 
phrates; that he was at the head of a very con* 
siderable anny, composed of his own nation, to- 
gether with a large body of foreign auxiliaries ; 
that he had actually begun to transport his troops 
over the river ; and that it was reported the king 
of Armenia had a design to invade Cappadocia. I 



* Some account will be giveo of this great and cele- . 
brated patriot, in the notes on the first letter of the follow- 
ing Book. 

+ Commagene was a part of Syria, not sulyected to the 
Roman dominion. 
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have forborne to acquaint the senate with this news, 
for two reasons. The first is, because the Comma- 
genian envoys assured me, that Antiochus had im- 
mediately dispatched an express to Rome with this 
.account; and, in xhe next place, knowing that the 
proconsul Marcus Bibulus* had sailed from £j)he- 
sus with a favourable wind about the 13th of Au- 
gust, I imagined he had by this time reached his 
. province, and would be able to giv^ the senate a 
more certain and particular intelligence. 

As to my own situation, with respect to this im- 
portant war, it is my utmost endeavour to find that 
security, from the clemency of my administration, 
and the fidelity of our allies, which I can scarce 
expect from the strength and number of my troops. 
I have only to add my entreaties, that you would 
continue, as usual, to favour me with your friendly 
offices in my absence. Farewell. 

LETTER V. 
[A. U. 702.] 

TO THERMUS, PROPR£TOB. 

Cluvius Puteolanus distinguishes me, upon all 
occasions, with the highest marks of esteem; in- 

• Proconsul of Syria. 
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deed, we are united ia the strictest bands of amity. 
He has some affairs in your provibce, and, unless 
he should be able by my means to settle them du- 
ring your administration, he looks upon them as 
utterly desperate. This task my very obliging 
friend having assigned to my care, I take the liber- 
ty (in confidence of that most amicable disposition 
you. have ever discovered towards me) of transfer- 
ring it to yours; with this restriction, nevertheless, 
that it do not engage you in too much trouble. I 
am to inform you« then, that the corporations of 
Mylata and Alabanda* are respectively indebted 
to Cluvius ; and that Euthydemus assured me, when 
I saw him at Ephesus, he would take care that Syn- 
dics f should be sent to Rome from the former, in 
order to adjust the matters in controversy between 
them. This, however, has not been performed; on 
the contrary, I hear they have commissioned de- 
puties to negotiate this aifair in their stead. But 
Syndics are the proper persons, and therefore I en- 
treat you to command these cities to dispatch those 
officers to Rome, that this question may be soon 
and finally determined. I am farther to acquaint 
you,thatPhilotesof Alabanda has assigned certain 

• Two cities of Caria, in Asia Minor. 
f These officers were a kind of solicitors to the treasury 
•f their re^ectire corporations. 
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effects to Clayiiis by a bill of sale. Bat the time 
for payment of the money^ for which they are a se- 
curity, being elapsed, I beg you would compel him 
either to discharge the debt, or to deliver the goods 
to the agents of Cluvius. My friend has likewise 
some demands of the same kind upon the cities of 
Heraclea and Bargylos.* I beseech you, therefor^ 
either to procure hun satisfaction, by an immediate 
payment, or to oblige them to put him in posses- 
sion of a proportionable part of their demesnes. The 
corporation of Caunusf is also indebted to Cluyius4 
but they insist, that, as the money has been ready 
for him, and actually lodged in the temple for that 
purpose, he is not entitled to any interest beyond 
the time the principal was so deposited. | I ea- 



* In Caria. 

+ This city was likewise in Caria. 

X Tliis passage is rendered in a sense very different from 
tliat in which all the commentators have understood it 
They take the expression, aiwU m pecuniam depoiUam Ao- 
huinty to mean, that the Caunians pretended the money in 
dispute was a deposite ; and, therefore, that they were not 
liable to pay Interest. But, if we suppose the question be- 
tween the Caunians and Cluyins to have been, whether the 
sum he demanded was or was not a deposite, the request 
which Cicero afterwards makes must be highly nigust : «i 
inttlUxerit eoa neque €X edicto neque ex decrtto depoHiam Atf- 
htiucy de8 op&ram vt iwure Cluvio conserventur. For, if 
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treat the favour of you to inquire. into the truth of 
the fact; and if it shall appear, that the sum in 
question was not paid into the sacred treasury, ei- 



they were merely trustees, it could make no equitable dif- 
ference whether the money came to them by a judicial de« 
cree, or from a private hand ; and, in either case, it must 
have been equally oppressive to oblige them to pay inte- 
rest. Now, this difficulty will be entirely removed, by sup* 
posing that the expression depoaitam hahtdsae is periphras- 
tical, and to be resolved into deposuisse* And this is agree- 
able to the idiom of the Latin language, as well as to the 
manner in which Cicero expresses himself upon other oc- 
casions. Thus, in his treatise De clar. orat. 147. habere 
cognitum Scavobtmf is equivaleiit to cognoscere; as inPlan- 
tos, vobis hone habeo edictianemy is the same as edico» Pseud* 
i. ii. 39. But, if peamiam depositam habuiasey is a circum- 
locution for deposuissCf some substantive must be understood 
to complete the sense ; and, accordingly, a passage in the 
letters to Atticus will not only point out 4he word requi- 
•red, but prove lilLewise that depono is used in this elliptical 
manner, Cicero, giving an account to Atticus of a trans- 
action relating to the claim of a debt due from the city of 
Salarais, in Cyprus, tells him, that deponere valebant. Ad 
Att. vi. i.; which, in another letter, where he is speaking 
of the very same affair, he expresses, at full length, ut in 
fano deponerent postuUmtibus, says he, non concessL Ad Att* 
V. 81. And the last-cited passages will not only justify^ 
but explain the sense contended for; as they prove, that it 
was usual, where any controversy arose concerning the 
quantum of a debt, for the defendant to apply for leave to 
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ther in conformity to the general edict/ or special 
decree of the praetor, to direct that Cluvius may 
have such a rate of interest allowed him, as is 
agreeable to the laws you have established in these 
cases. 

I enter with so moch the more warmth into these 
affairs, as my friend Pompey likewise makes them 
his own; and indeed seems more solicitous for their 
success than even Cluvius himself. As I am ex- 
tremely desirous, that the latter should have reason 
to be satisfied with my good offices, I most earnest- 
ly request yours upon this occasion. Farewell. 



|»ay the money into some temple ; from which time it no 
longer carried interest. Thus Cicero tells Atticos, that the 
interest upon the debt due from the city of Salamis ought 
to have ceased, consistere usitra debuit; and assigns this rea- 
son for it, deponere volebant : they were ready and desirous 
to have lodged it in the sacred treasury. But, in the case 
of Cluvius, if the Caunians had paid in the money without 
giving him notice, (which might very possibly have been 
the fact, if they had not acted under a judicial order,) it 
was no unreasonable request to desire they might be com- 
pelled to pay the whole interest up to the time when Clu- 
vius should receive the principal. 

« By the term edict, is meant, in this place, that formu- 
lary of provincial laws explained io p. &2. note. 
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LETTER VI. 
[A. U. 702.] 

TO THE CONSULS^ THE PRATORS, THE TRIBUNES OF 
THE PEOPLE^ AND THE SEKATE. 

The first intelligence I received^ that the Parthians 
had passed the greatest part of their army over the 
Euphrates, was extremely positive. However, as I 
imagined the proconsul, Marcus Bibulus, could give 
you a more certain account of this event, I did not 
think it necessary to charge myself with the rela- 
tion of what more immediately concerned the pro- 
vince of another. But, since my last dispatch, I 
have been farther, and more satisfactorily, assured 
of this fact, by several expresses and deputations 
that have been sent to me for that purpose. When 
I consider, therefore, the great importance of this 
news to the republic; that it is uncertain, likewise, 
whether Bibulus is yet arrived in Syria; and that 
I am almost equally concerned with him in the con- 
duct of this war ; I deem myself obliged to com- 
municate to you the purport of my several informa- 
tions. 

The first advice I received, was from the ambas- 
sadors of Antic^hus king of Commagene ; who ac- 
quainted me, that the Parthians had actually be- 
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gon to traiiq>ort a very considerable body of forces 
oyer the Euphrates. Bat as it was the opinion of 
some of my council, that no great credit was to be 
given to any intelligence that came from this quar- 
ter« I thonght proper to wait for better information. 
Accordingly, on the 19th of September, whilst I 
was on my march towards CUicia, I was met by a 
courier on the frontiers of Lycaonia and Cappado- 
cia, with an express from * Tarcondimotus ; a prince 
esteemed the most faithful of our allies on that side 
the Taurui, and extremely in the interest of the 
Romans. The purport of his dispatches was, to in* 
form me, that a powerfol body of horse, command- 
ed by Pacorus, the son of Orodes king of Psurthia, 
had passed the Euphrates, and were encamped at 
Tyba ; and that the proyince of Syria was in great 
commotion. The same day I received an express 
likewise to this purpose from Jamblichus, an Ara- 
bian Phylarch,t and one who has the general re- 
putation of being a friend to the republic. Upon 
the whole, therefore, I came to a resolution of lead- 
ing my army to Tarsus. % I was sensible, that our 

• Hit dominioiiB lay on the loatheni side of Moont Taii- 
ros, in a part of Cilicia which the Romans had not tfaou|^t 
proper to annex to their province. A coin of this prince is 
itill extant. — See Biblioth, raUonke^ torn, xii. p. 389. 

f The lord or chief of a clan. 

:( In the original it is ad Taurumt but Mr Ross, with 
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allies, in general, were far from being warm in our 
interest, and were only waiting the opportunity of 
some favourable revolution to desert us. I flattered 
myself, however, that the lenity and moderation of 
my conduct towards such of them, through whose 
territories I had already passed, would render them 
better inclined to the Romans, as I hoped to strength* 
en Cilicia in its allegiance, by giving that part of 
my province an opportunity of experiencing also 
the same equitable administration. But I had still a 
farther inducement : I determined upon this march, 
not only in order to chastise those who had taken 
up arms in Cilicia, but also to convince our enemies 
in Syria; that the army of the Romans, far from be- 
ing disposed to retreat upon the news of their inva- 
sion, were so much the more eager to advance.' 

If my advice, then, has any weight, let me ear- 
nestly exhort and admonish you, to take proper 
measures for the preservation of these provinces; 
measures, indeed, which ought to have been con- 
certed long before, as you were well apprised of 
those dangers which are now almost within my 
view. I need not inform you in what manner you 
thought proper to equip me when I was sent into 
this part of the world, under a full expectation of 



good reasoD, supposes there is an error in the text, and that 
it should be read ad Tarsum, 
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being engaged in so important a war. If I did not, 
however, refuse this commission, it was not because 
I was so weak as to be insensible how ill provided 
I was to execute it in a proper manner, but merely 
in submissive deference to your commands. The 
truth is, I have at all times willingly exposed my* 
self to the utmost hazards, rather than not testify 
my implicit obeditoce to your authority. But the 
plain fact is, that, if you do not speedily send a 
very powerful reinforcement into these provinces, 
the republic will be in the greatest danger of losing 
the whole of her revenues in this part of the world. 
If your reliance is upon the provincial militia, be 
assured you will be extremely disappointed; as 
they are very inconsiderable in point of numbers, 
and such miserable dastards as to nm away upon 
the first alarm. The brave Marcus Bibulus is so 
sensible of the nature of these Asiatic troops, that 
he has not thought proper to raise any of them, 
though he had your express permission for that 
purpose. As to the assistance that may be expect- 
ed from our allies, the severity and injustice of our 
government has either so greatly weakened them, 
as to put it out of their power to be of much ser- 
vice to us, or so entirely alienated their affections, 
as to render it unsafe to trust them. The inclina- 
tions, however, and the forces too (whatever they 

YOU II. ]& 
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be*) of king Deiotarosy I reckon as entirely ours. 
Cappadocia is Yi^oUy anfuniished with any [dace 
of strength; and as to those other neighbouring 
princely our allies, they are neither willing nor able 
to affi>rd us any considerable succours. Ill provi- 
ded, however, as I am with troops, my courage, 
you may be assured, shall not be wanting; nor, I 
trust, my prudence. What the event may prove, 
is altogether uncertain : I can only wisb» that I may 
be in a condition to defend myself with as much 
success as I certainly shall with honour. 

LETTER Vn. 

[A. U. 702.3 

MARCUS CCEUUS TO CICERO. 

Though I have some political news to comm'uni- 
cate to you, yet I can acquaint you with nothing, 
I believe, that vnll give you more pleasure than 
what I am going previously to mention. You are 
to know, then, that Rufus,t yoar favourite Sempro* 

* It is probable that Cicero did not at this time know 
their number ; but they were by no means inconsiderable. 
For it appears, by a letter to Atticus, that they amounted 
to 12,000 foot, armed in the Roman manner, and SOOO horse. 

f Cicero mentions this person in a letter to Afticus, as a 
6 
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nius Rnibsy has been lately convicted of false acca* 
sation/ to the singalar joy of the whole city. This 
prosecution was occasioned by the following cir*- 
cumstance. Rofus^ soon after the exhilntion of th^ 
Roman games, f was impeached by Marcos Tuo 
cius ; and being sensible, that the charge wonld be 
proved against htm, and Uiat his trial n>«sl una- 
voidably come on this year, unless some other of 



man who had failed in the ciyilities he owed him, by not 
waiting npon him before he set out for Cilicia i bat, at the 
same time, expresses a satisfaction in haTiiig by that means 
been spared the trouble of a very disagreeable visitor. The 
epithet, therefore, which Ccellus here gives to Rnfhi, miiiC 
be understood ironically. — Ad Ati, v. 8. 

* *' The Roman laws were particularly severe against 
*^ those who were discovered to have oifended in this point* 
*< In criminal causes they inflicted banishment, and &rdM$ 
'* amigtioy (the loss of rank.) In civil causes the plaintiff 
*' generally deposited a sum of money, which he forfeited 
** if he was found guilty of bringing a vexations suit Ci- 
** cero alludes to another punishment, of marking a letter 
*< upon the forehead of the false informer, pro Hate. Am, 
" SO. It was the letter K which was impressed upon themi 
** that being the first letter, accordfaig to the old orthogra« 
" phy, in the word KaUmnia."-^Mr Ron. 

f These games were instituted by Tarqninius Priscus, 
A. U. 138, in honour of Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva. Their 
annual celebration commenced on the 9th of September, 
and continued nine days. ^ 
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an higher nature^ intervened^ he determined upon 
an expedient for that purpose. Accordingly^ as no 
one, he thought, had so good a title to the honour 
of this precedence as his prosecutor, he preferred 
an accusation upon the Plotian lawf against Tuc- 
cius, for a violation of the public peace; a charge;, 
however, which he could not prevail with a single 
person to subscribe. % ^ ^ooi^ ^ ^ was apprized 
of this afiair, I flew to the assistance of Tuccrus, 



* It u probable, as Manntius observes, that the judges 
of the present year were in general no friends to Rufus, 
I which made him endeavour to postpone his trial. The same 
learned commentator remarks, that all trials were brought 
on in a regular rotation, unless in accusations that were 
connected with some other cause, that bad been immedi- 
ately before adyudged, or in the case of impeachments for 
the violation of the public peace. These, he proves, by se- 
veral instances, were always determined preferably to all 
other causes whatsoever. 

+ The author of this law was P. Platius, or Plautius, 
tribune of the people, A. U. 675 $ and the penalty inflicted 
by it was banishment. 

i It seems to have been customary for the prosecutor, 
in capital causes, to procure some of his friends to join 
with him in signing the articles of his impeachment. These 
were styled subscriptores, and acted as a sort of seconds to 
him in this judicial combat. They could not, however, be 
admitted into this association without a special licence 
from the judges for that purpose.—- Ftd. Hottom. in Q. Cte- 
cil. dtot'm 15. 
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without waiting his requests But when I rose up to 
speak, I forbore entering into a particular defence 
of my friend, contenting myself with displaying 
the character of his adversary in all its true and 
odious colours, in which, you may be sure, I did 
not forget the story concerning Vestorius, and his 
unworthy conduct towards you. 

I must inform you, likewise, of another trial, 
which at present greatly engages the Forum. Mar* 
cusServilius had been convicted of extortion in his 
office,'*^ and I ventured to be his advocate, notwith- 
standing the popular clamour was strongly against 
him. Servilius, however, having dissipated his 
whole estate, and berag utterly insolvent, Pausani- 
usf petitioned the prstor I^aterensis, (and I spoke, 
likewise, in support of this petition,) that he might 
be emi^owered to pursue the sum in question, into 



• The whole account of the following transactions con- 
cerning Servilius, is extremely (perhaps impenetrably) ob- 
scure in the original; and has exercised the ingenaity of 
all the commentators to enlighten. The translator, how- 
ever, has ventured, in some instances, to depart from them ; 
though he acknowledges, at the same time, that he is scarce 
more satisfied with his own interpretation than with theirs. 

+ Who this penon was, or in what manner concerned in 
the present cause, is altogether undiscoverable. Perhaps, 
as Mr Ross conjectures, he might have been the prosecu- 
tor. 
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whose hands soeyer it should appear t» hat« been 
paid. * Bat this petition was dismissed; the pra- 
ter alleging, that Pilius, a relati<»i of oor friend At* 
ticus> had also exhibited articles of impeachment 
against my client for a crime of the same kind. 
This news immediately spread throughout Rom^ 
and it was generally said in all conversations, that 
Pilios would certainly make good his charge. Ap- 
pius the younger'was much disturbed at this report^ 
as having a claim upon Servilius of eighty-one hun- 
dred thousand sesterces ;t a sum whk;h he scrupled 
not to avow, had been deposited in the hands of 
Servilius, in order to be paid over to the prosecu- 
tor in an information against his father, provided 
the informer would suffer himself to be nonsuited* 
If you are surprised at the weakness of Appius, in 

* It appears by a passage, which Manutios produces 
from the oration in defence of Rabirios, that, in convic- 
tions of this kind, the money was recoverable, by the Ju- 
lian law, from any hand into which it could be proved to 
have been paid. — Pro Rabir. Pott. 4. 

+ About 55,8671. of our money. This sum must appear 
excessive, if considered only with respect to the wealth of 
the present times. But Appius might well be enabled to 
give it, and it might have been extremely prudent in him, 
likewise, to have done so, if this prosecution was (what 
seems highly probable) on account of his father's having 
plundered some province committed to his administration. 
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thus acknowledging so shamefol a bargaui» b»w 
much 'higher would your astonishment have nseo» 
if you had heard his evidence upon the trial of that 
very ill-judged action which he brought against 
Servilitts for this money ? He most clearly, indeed^ 
made appear, to the full satis&ction of the whole 
court, beth his own folly and his fathei^s guilt To 
complete the absurdity of his conduct, upon this 
occasion, he was so imprudent as to summon the 
very same judges upon this cause, who tried the • 
information I just now mentioned to have been 
brought against his father. It happened, however, 
that their voices were equally divided.* But the 
praetor, not knowing how the law stood in this case, 
declared, that Servilius had a majority of the three 
classes of judges in his favour; and aecordingly 
acquitted him in the usual form. At the rising of 
the court, therefore, it was generally imagined, that 
the acquittal of Servilius would be enrolled. But 
the praetor thinking it advisable to look into the 
laws upon this point, before he made up the record, 
found it expressly enacted, that " in all causes sen- 
'* tence shall be pronounced according to the majo- 
" rity of the votes in the whole collective number 



* In this case the Roman law determined by the most 
fayourable presumptidn, and absolved the defendant. 
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" of judges/'* Instead^ therefore^ of registering the 
acquittal of Serviitus, he only inserted in the roll the 
number of voices as they stood in each respective 
class. Appius, in consequence of this mistake^ re- 
commenced his suit, while the praetor, by the inter- 
Tention of Loliius, promised to amend the record^ 
and enter a proper judgment. But the hapless Ser- 
villus, neither entirely acquitted, nor absolutely con- 
demned, is at length to be delivered over, with this 
his blasted character, to the hands of Pilius. For 
Appius not venturing to contend with the latter, 
which of their actions should have the priority, has 
thought proper to wave his prosecution. He, him- 
self, is likewise impeached by the relations of Ser- 
yilius for bribery ; as he has also another accusa- 
tion laid agamst him by one Titius, a creature of 
his own, who has charged him with a breach of the 

* It has already been observed in the foregoing notes^ 
that the judges were divided into three classes. See p. 5. 
note. It is obvious, therefore, that there might have been 
a majority in two of the classes out of the three, in fa- 
vour of Servilius, and yet that the voices, considered with 
respect to the whole number of judges, might have been 
equal. But it is inconceivable, that a magistrate of pneto- 
rian rank could possibly be ignorant of a practice, which 
one can scarce suppose the most common citizen of Rome 
to ha% e been unacquainted with. Notwithstanding, there- 
fore, Coelius ascribes the praetor's conduct to ignorance, It 
seems much more probable to bave arisen from design. 



BOOK IT. OF CICERO* 73 

peace. And thus are these two worthy combatants 
most equally matched. 

As to public affiiirs, we had waited several days 
in expectation that something would be determin- 
ed, concerning Gaul; frequent motions having been 
made in the senate for this purpose, which were 
followed by very warm debates. At length, how- 
ever, it plainly appearing, agreeable to Pompey's 
sentiments, that Csesar^s command in Gaul should 
not be continued longer than the first of March, 
the senate passed the following orders and decrees.''^ 
"By authority of the senate, held in the temple 
'' of Apollo, on the 30th day of September. Sign- 
''ed-.f L. Domitius Ahenobarbas; Qt, Caecilius; 
" MetuUttsPius Scipio; L, Villius Annalis; C. Sep- 
" timius ; Caius Lucceius Hirrus ; C. Scribonius Cu- 
" rio ; L. Atteius Capito ; M. Oppius. Whebe- 
*' AS a motion was made by Marcus Marcellus, the 
" consul, concerning the consular provinces, it b 
** ORDERED, that Lucius Paulus, and Caius Mar- 
*' cellus, consqjs elect, shall, on the first of March 
** next, following their entering upon their office, 
'' move the senate concerning the consular pro- 

* With regard to the difference between an order and a 
decree of the senate, see Vol. I. p. 09. note. 

-¥ The decrees of the senate were usually signed in this 
manner by those who were the principal promoters of the 
question. 
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" Tincesy at which time no other bosiness shidi be 
^ proceeded upon, nor any other motion made in 
«* conjunction therewith. And, for this purpose, 
•* the senate shall continue to assemble, notwith^ 
'« standing the comitial days,* and until a decree 
<* shall be passed/' 

** Ordersd, that when the consuls shall more 
* the senate upon the question aforesaid, they shall 
^ be empowered to summon such of the SOO judges 
^ who are members of the senate to attend/' f 

*^ Resolted, that if any matters shall arise upon 
** the question aforesaid, which shall be necessary 
<* to be laid before the people ; that Servios Sulpi- 
** cius, and Marcus Marcellus, the present consuls, 
** together with the praetors and tribunes of the peo- 
^ pie, or such of them as shall be agreed upon, 

* The comitial days were those on which the (kmiHrn^ or 
assemblies of the people, were held $ and, on these, the law 
prohibited the senate to be convened. The senate, how- 
ever, in the present instance, and agreeable to a prerogative 
which they claimed and exercised upon many other occap 
sionsy took upon themselves to act with a dispensing power. 
See Mid, on the Rom, Sen, p. 181. 

+ This clause was inserted in order to secure a full house ; 
a certain number of senators being necessary to be present 
for making a decree valid. See Vol. I. p. 176. note. .The 
correction of Manutius has been adopted in the translation, 
who, instead of << tex abducere liceret," reads << eos abdu* 
cere," &c* 
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^ shall call an assembly of the people for this pur- 
^ pose; and if the magistrates aforesaid shall fail 
'* herein, the 4rame shall be proposed to the people 
" by their soccessors/' 

*' Thb thirtieth DAT OF Septbmbe^ in the temple 
*' of Apollo. Signed : L. Domitius Ahenobarbos; 
^ Q. Csecilhis ; Metullas Pius Sc^io ; L. Villius An- 
'' nalis; C. Septimias; C. Scribonius Curio; M. Op- 
''pius. 

'^ The consul Marcus Marcellus having moved 
** the senate concerning the proyinces, 

** Resolved, that it is the opinion of the senate, 
*^ that it will be highly unbecoming any magistrate, 
** who has a power of controling their proceedings, 
'' to occasion any hindrance whereby the senate 
'' may be prevented fifom taking the aforesaid mo- 
'* tion into consideration as soon as possible ; and 
*^ that whosoever shall obstruct or oppose the same, 
** shall be deemed an enemy to the republic. 

*' Ordered, that if any magistrate shall put a 
'' negative upon the foregoing resolution, the same 
«^ shall be entered as an order of the senate, and 
^ again referred to the consideration of this house.'' 

This resolution was protested against by Caius 
Coelius, Lucius Vinicius, P. Publius Cornelius, and 
Caius Vibius Pansa. 

'' Resolved, that the senate will take into con- 
'^ sideration the case of such of Uie soldiers Under 
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" Caesar's command^ who have served out their 
** legal time, or who, for other reasons, are entitled 
^' to a discharge ; and make such order thereup- 
" on as shall be agreeable to equity." * 

** Resolved, that, if any magistrate shall put his 
'' negative upon the foregoing decree, the same 
'' shall stand as an order of senate, and be again 
" referred to the consideration of this house." 

This resolution was protested against by Caiuff 
Coelius, and Caius Pansa, tribunes of the people. 

'' Ordered, that such of the present praetors, 
" who have never held any provincial command, 
" shall draw lots to succeed respectively to the go* 
" vernment of Cilicia, and the eight remaining Prae- 
^* torianf provinces. But if there shall not be a 
" sufficient number J of these to fill up the afore- 
** said governments, then, and in this case, the de« 

* A Homan soldier could not be compelled to bear arms 
after having been in the service ten years. As the strength 
of Caesar's army in Gaul consisted principally in his vete- 
rans, this clause was added, as Gronovius observes, with a 
view of drawing off those soldiers from his troops, 

-f The provinces of lesser note were usually assigned to 
the prsBtors ; and from thence they were distinguished by 
the name of the Praetorian provinces. 

{ The number of praetors varied in different periods of 
the republic. In the times of Cicero this magistracy was 
composed of eight persons, as Cellarius remarks in his note 
upon this passage. 
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" ficiency shall be supplied by lot out of the first 
*' college * of praetors, among those who have never 
" held a foreign gover undent. And if there shall 
** not be found a sufficient number among these 
'' last, so qualified as aforesaid, the same shall be 
'' supplied from the members of each preceding 
'* college, till the whole number required be- com- 
" pleted. 

^ Resolved, that if any magistrate shall put his 
'* negative upon the foregoing decrefe, the same 
" shall stand as an order of the senate/' 

• This decree was protested against by Caius Cob- 
lius> and Caius Pansa, tribunes of the people. 

In the debates which preceded these decrees, 
Pompey let fall an expression that was much ob- 
served, and gave us very confident hopes of his 
good intentions. " He could not, without great in- 
" justice, he said, determine any thing in relation 
** to the provinces under Caesar's command, before 
*• the first of March ; but after that time, he assur- 
" ed the senate he should have no sort of scruple." 
Being asked, " what if a negative should then be 
^ put upon a decree of the senate for recalling 
*' Caesar?'* He declared that he should look upon 

* Every annual set offpraetors were distinguished by col- 
leges, styled the 1st, 2d, 3d, &c. according to their several 
removes from the purrent year. 
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it as just the same thing, whether Csesar openly le* 
fused to obey the authority of the senate, or se- 
cretly procured some magistrate to obstruct their 
decrees. But suppose, said another member, Cssar 
should pursue his pretensions to the consulate, and 
tetain his command abroad at the same time. " Sup* 
*• pose,'* replied Pompey, with great temper, «' my 
''own son should lay violent hands upon me?'' 
From expressions of this kind the world had con- 
ceived a notion that a rupture will undoubtedly 
ensue between Pompey and Ceesar. I am of c^i" 
nion, however, that the latter will submit to one of 
these two conditions ; either to give up his present 
pretensions to the consulate, and continue in Gaul, 
or to quit the provinGe« provided he can be assured 

, of his election. Curio is preparing most strongly 
to oppose his demands. What he may be able to 
e£fect, I know not; but sure I am, that a man who 
acts upon such patriot principles, must gain honour 
at least, if he gain nothing else. He treats me apt 
on all occasions with great generosity ; and, indeed, 

' in a late instance, has been more liberal than I 
could have wished ; as his civility has drawn upon 
me a trouble which* perhaps, I might otherwise 
have escaped. He has presented me with some 
African panthers, which he had procured for bis 
own games, and by that means laid me under ^ 
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necessity of making use of them.* I must^ there- 
fore, remind you of what I hare often mentioned 
already^ and entreat you to send me some of these 
animals from your part of the world ; and I agaia 
likewise recommend to your care the bond of Sitius. 
I have had occasion to dispatch my freedmaa, 
Philo, together with Diogenes, a Greek, into your 
province. I hope you will a£R>rd your patronage 
both to them and their commissioa ; as you wiU 
find, by the letter they are to deliver to you on my 
part, that it is an afiairf in which I am deeply in* 
terested. Farewell. 

« In the games be was preparing to ezbibit as JEdllc. 

f This affair seems to be explained by an epistle to At* 
ticns, wherein Cicero mentions the receipt of a very pres- 
sing letter from Ccelius, by the hands of his freedman. The 
purport of it appears to have been, to solicit Cicero to levy 
a contribution upon his pro\[ince, towards the expence of 
those public games, which Coelios, as .fidile, was obliged to 
exhibit. This oppressive tax had been fretpiently raised 
by the governors of provinces, in favonr of their friends at 
Rome, and was, indeed, almost established into 9 custom.--* 
But Cicero, notwithstanding he seems to have had a sincere 
aifection for Ccelins, would by no means be prevailed upon 
to break through the equitable maxims of bis administra- 
tion, and with great integrity refused his request. Jd Jti^ 
vi. 1. Ad Q.F. II. Ho. \>. 
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LETTER VIII. 

[A. U. 702.] 

TO PUBLIUS SIL1U8,* PROPR.^TOR. 

You are apprized^ I imagine, of the friendship 
that sabsisted between Titus Pinnius and myself. 
He has sufficiently declared it, indeed, by his will, 
wherein he not only appointed me one of the 
guardpans to his son, but left me the contingent 
reversion also of his estate. My ivard (who is a 
youth of uncommon modesty, as well as great ap- 
plication to his studies) has a very considerable de- 
mand upon the city of Nic^a, amounting to eight 
millions of sesterces : f and the corporation, I am 
toldf are inclined to pay off part of this sum the 
first debt they shall discharge. Now, as not only 
the rest of the trustees, who know the regard you 
bear me^ but the young man himself is persuaded 
that you will not refuse any thing to my request, 
I shall be exceedingly obliged to you for employ- 
ing your good offices, (as far, I mean, as may be 

♦ He was at this time propraetor, or governor, of Bitby- 
nia and Pontus in Asia, where he discharged the provincial 
functions with great applause. Ad Att, vi. 8. 

f About 70,0001. sterling. 
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consistent with your dignity and character,) that 
they pay ofiP as large a proportion of this demand 
as possible. Farewell. 

LETTER IX. 

£A. U. 702.] 
TO MARCUS CCELIUS, CURVLE-ADILE ELECT. 

I CONGRATULATE you on the honourable post you 
hare lately obtained,^ and on the prospect which> 
by this mean, is open to you, of advancing still 
higher in the dignities of the republic. I am some- 
what late> I confess, in my compliments ; however, 
you must not impute it to any intentional neglect^ 
but merely to my ignorance of what passes al 
Rome. For, partly from the great distance of my 
situation, and partly from those banditti which in- 
fest the roads, it is a considerable time before I can 
receive any intelligence from Italy. And now I 
know not where to find words sufficiently strong to 
give you joy upon this occasion, or to express my 
thanks for your having thus " furnished me (as you 
'*' termed it in one of your former letters) with a 
*' subject of perpetual ridicule.'* When I first re- 
ceived the news of your victory, I could not for^ 

• The ^dileihip. 
VOL. II. F 
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bear mimicking a certam wortfty friend of own, and 
imitating the droll figures Uiose gallant youths ex- 
hibiled, of whose interest he had so confidently 
boasted.* But it is not easy to give you in de- 
scription a complete idea of this my humorous 
sally. I must tell you, however, that I next figur- 
ed you to myself, and accosted you, as if present, 
in the words of the comic poet : 

Far less, my f;ood friend, I rfjoice at yoar deed. 
As exceeding whatever before did exceed. 
Than as mouoting aloft o*er my hopes the most high ; 
And for this, ** By my troth 'tis amazing,** I cry. 

Upon which I broke out into a most immoderate 
fit of laughter; and when some of my friends re* 
proved my mirth, as deviating almost into down- 
right folly, I excused myself by the old verse, — 

. ^ « A mere modeni reader, who judges of past ages by the 
modes that prevail in his own, must undoubtedly conceive 
a -very low opinion of Cicero from the account which he 
here gives of his behavioun But mimickry was not es- 
teemed by the Romans, as it is with ns, a talent becoming 
only a comedian or a buffodn : Oa the contrary, this spe- 
cies of humour was thought worthy of the gravest charac- 
ters, even upon the gravest occasions; and it was practised 
by their orators, as wdl as recommended by their rhetori- 
cians, as a quality, under certain restrictions, of singular 
grace and efficacy in the whole business of public eloquence. 
Fid. Cic. dc Orat. ii. 59, ^0. 
8 
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Excessive jo J is not exceeding wise* 

In short, whilst I ridiculed this noble friend of ours« 
I became almost as ridiculous as himself. But you 
Khali hear farther upon this subject another oppor- 
tunity; for, in truth, I have many things to say 
both of you and to you, whenever I shall find more 
leisure for that purpose. In»the mean time, be as* 
sured, my dear Coelius, that I sincerely love you. 
I consider you, indeed, as one whom fortune has 
raised up tp advance my glory, and avenge my 
wrongs ; and I doubt not, you will give both those 
who hate and those who envy me, sufficient reason 
to repent of their folly and their injustice. Fare- 
well. 

LETTER X. 
[A. u. 708.] 

TO PUBLIUS SILIUS, PROPRXTOIl. 

Your good offices in the afiair of Atilius, afford 
me ao additional motive for giving you my atlec- 
tion. Late, indeed, as I applied to you in his be- 
half, I have, however, by your generous interven- 
tion, preserved a most worthy Roman knight from 
ruin. The truth is, I always looked upon my friend- 
ship with Lamia, as giving me a claim to yours. In 
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the first place^ then^ I return you thanks for easing 
my mind of all its disquietude with respect to Ati- 
lius; and^ in the next, after thus acknowledging 
your last favour, I have the assurance to request 
another; and it is a favour which I shall repay 
with the utmost returns of my esteem and gratitude. 
Let me entreat you, then, if I have any share in 
your heart, to allow my brother an equal enjoy- 
ment of the same privilege ; which will be adding 
a very considerable obligation to that important 
one I so lately received at your hands. Farewell. 

LETTER XL 

[A. U. 702.] 

TO APPIUS PULCHER. 

By all that I can collect from your last letter, 
this will find you in the suburbs* of Rome. But 
though the impotent calumnies of these paultry pro- 

* Appius, at his return from Cilicia, demanded a tri' 
mnph, as the reward of his military exploits \d that pro- 
vince ; ^d accordingly took up his residence without the 
city. For those who claimed this honour were not admit- 
ted within the walls of Rome, till their petition was either 
granted or rejected, or they chose to drop it themselves. 
The latter was the case with respect to Appius, as will 
hereafter appear. 
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yincials will probably be sabsided ere this reaches 
your haDdSy yet I think it necessary to retam some 
answer to the long epistle I receiyed from you up 
on that subject; and I shall do so in as few words 
as possible* i 

As to the accusation contained in the two first 
paragraphs of your letter, it is conceived in such 
vague and general terms, that it is impossible to 
give it a direct reply. The whole that I can gather 
from it is, that I am accused of havmg discovered, 
by my countenance and my silence, that I was by 
no means your friend ; a discovery which I made, 
it seems, upon some occasion in the courts of judi- 
cature, and likewise at certain public entertainments. 
I am veiy sure, there is not the least ground for this 
imputation ; but as you do not point out the parti- 
cular instances, I know not in what manner to vin- 
dicate myself from the charge. This, however, I 
most undoubtedly know, that I have mentioned you, 
upon all occasions, both public and private, with 
the highest applause, and with the warmest profes- 
. sions of friendship. As to the affiiir of the depu- 
ties,* I will appeal to your own breast, whether I 



* '* It was a custom for the governors of provinces, up- 
' on. their retirement from tlieir government, to procure 
^ ambassadors to be sent to Rome from the several cities 
' under their jocisdiction, to praise the integrity and equity 
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could possibly have acted with more probity and 
discretion than to lessen the expeoces of these im- 
poverished cities, without any diminutioD, at the 
same time, of those honours which they proposed 
to pay you; especially as it was in compliance 
with their own immediate request ? And^ indeed, 
I was wholly unapprised of the particular purposes 
of that deputation, which was going to Rome with 
the customary complimental address to the senate 
upon your account. When I was at Apamea,* 
some of the principal mhabitants of several differ- 
ent cities, complained to me of the excessive ap^ 
pointments that were decreed to their deputies ; as- 



'' of their administration. The origin of this custom was 
" undoubtedly good, and, in some few instances, we find 
^* that it was undertaken voluntarily ; but it was generally 
*< extorted by force, and a great burden to the miserable 
« inhabitants, who, perhaps, had been already fleeced by 
*"* the rapine and plunder of that very person whose lenity 
*' and moderation they were compelled to extol. Appios 
" had taken care, before he left Ciiicia, to secure this com- 
** pliment to be paid to himself, though as undeserving of it 
« as any of his predecessors. But Cicero, who set out upon 
** a more frugal plan than other governors, prevented it, 
*^ out of compassion to the poverty and indigence of the pro- 
*' vince." Mr Ro8s, 

* A city in that part of Phrygia which was annexed to 
Cicero's province ; as was Synnada, likewise, mentioned a 
few lines below. 
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saring me^ that their respective communities were 
by no means in a condition to sn|:^>ort the assess- 
ments levied upon them ibr that purpose. This sug- 
gested to my thoughts various reflections; and I 
imagined, that a man of your refined sentiments 
could not be extremely fond of honours of thi% un- 
substantial nature. Accordingly, it was at Synna* 
da, I think, that I took occasion to say from the 
tribunal, (and I expatiated very largely upon the 
subject,) ** that the approved merit of Appius was 
^ sufficient, without the testimony of the Miden- 
** sians, (for it was in their city * that. the proposal 
^ first arose,) to recommend him to the esteem of 
'' the senate and the Roman people ; that I had 
*' often, indeed, seen instances of this kind of de- 
'* putations, but did not remember they were ever 
'' admitted to an audience ; that, however, I ap- 
** plauded the gratitude they had thus shewn for 
" your merit' towards them, but thought the parti- 
" cuiar instance in question was wholly unoeces- 
" sary ; that if any of them were willing to under- 
''take this commission at their own expeuce, I 
" should highly commend their zeal ; and I would 
" even consent it should be performed at the pub- 

* A town in the neigbbourbood of Synnada. In the ori- 
ginal it iB^Myndensium ;. but Qiiartier bas given good reasons; 
for the reading here followed. 
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'' lie charge^ provided they did not exceed a rea^ 
** sonable sum ; but, beyond that, I woold in no 
" sort give my permission/' 

I am persuaded there is nothing in what I thus 
said, that can possibly give you ofience ; and in- 
dee(l your principal complaint is levelled, I per- 
ceive, against my edict. ^ For there were some, it 
^ems, who thought it manifestly drawn up with a 
view of preventing these legations^ I cannot for- 
bear saying, that, to give attention to these ground- 
less insinuations, is no less injurious to me than to 
be author of them. The truth of it is, I settled this 
edict before I lefi Rome ; and the single addition 
that I made to it afterwards, was at the instance of 
the farmers of the revenues ; who, when they met 
me at Samos,t desired I would transcribe a para- 
graph out of your edict and insert it into mine. It 
was that article which restrains the pubhc expen- 
ces, and contains several new and very salutary re- 
gulations, which I greatly approved. But as to that 
particular section which gave rise, I find, to the sus^ 
picion, that I framed it with a design of striking at 
you, it is copied entirely from the old precedents. 

• The nature of these proconsular edicts has already been 
explained in p. 5S. note. 

+ An island near the coast of Ionia, lyin^ opposite to the 
city of Ephesus. Cicero touched at this island in his voy- 
age to the province. 
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I wais noty indeed, so absurd^ as to think, (what I per- 
ceive you imaging) that some private affair was con* 
cemed in ttiis deputation ; well knowing, that it was 
sent from a public body in relation to your public 
character, and addressed to that great council of the 
whole world, the senate of Rome. Nor did I, (as you 
object,) when I prohibited any person from going 
out of the province without my permission, exclude 
all those from the possibility of obtaining that leave, 
who could not follow me to the camp, and beyond 
Mount Taurus ; an imputation^ I must needs say, 
the most ridiculous of any in your whole letter* 
For where, let me ask, was the necessity, that any 
person should follow me for this purpose to the 
camp, or beyond Mount Taurus; when I regulated 
my journey from Laodicea to Iconium in such a 
manner, that all the magistrates and deputies of the 
several cities in that district might have an oppor- 
tunity of meeting me ? They could not, therefore, 
be under the difficulty you charge me with having 
thrown in their way, unless they had taken up the 
design of going to Rome after my having passed 
Mount Taurus ; which, most undoubtedly, was not 
the case. For, during my stay at Apamea, Synna- 
da, Philomelum,* and Iconium, all afiairs of that na- 
ture were entirely settled. 

* A city in Pbrygia M%jor, situated on the frontiers to- 
wards Galatia. The situation of the other cities mentioned 
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I must farther assure you, that I decreed nothing 
concerning the abating or abolishing the appoint- 
ments of the deputies, but at the express request of 
the principal inhabitants of several cities; and their 
view was, to prevent any unnecessary exactions that 
were occasioned by the farming of the subsidies im- 
posed for this purpose, and raising them in that 
cruel .method of capitation, with which you are so 
well acquainted. Compassion, indeed, as wcil as 
justice, inclined me to ease the calfitmities of these 
unhappy cities, oppressed as they chiefly were by 
their own magistrates; * and when I was engaged 
in a design of that nature, I could not possibly 
overlook an expence which appeared so extremely 
superfluous as that of the appointments of these de- 



in this place, has already been occasioDally noted as they 
occurred in the preceding letters. 

* It appears from the Jetters to Atticus, to whom it was 
that the grievances of these nnhappy cities were principally 
owing. Their own magistrates, it is true, had some share ia 
them ; but their chief oppressor was Appius himself. The 
desolation he had brought upon this plundered province was 
so dreadfdl, that one would rather imagine, says Cicero, 
some savage monster had been let loose upon them, than that 
they had been trusted to the care of any human creature. 
And in another letter he tells Atticus, that he had sufficient 
employment in applying remedies to those wounds which had 
been given to this province by his predecessor. — Ad Att, v, 
16,17. 
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poties. It was but a piece of justice, therefore, due 
to me. Dot to have listened to any idie tales that 
might be related to you upon this subject But if it 
should prove, after all, that you attribute to the re-» 
ports of others, what, in truth, receive their rise 
merely from your ovin suspicions, you certainly 
make use of a sort of figure which the language of 
friendship will by no means authorize. Had it ever, 
indeed, been my design to derogate from your re- 
putation in the province, I should scarce have act- 
ed in the manner I did ; I should not have referred 
it to your son-in-law at Rome, to your freedman at 
Brundisium, and to the commander of your artille^ 
ry, when I saw him at Corcyra, to name the place 
which they thought would be most agreeable to you 
for our meeting. In short, I wish you would remem« 
ber the maxim, which those great authors have laid 
down, who have written so excellently upon friend-^ 
ship, that, *' to acaue and to defend, are terms which 
** ought for ever to be banished from intercourses 
^' of this amicable kind/' 

But do you imagine that I have had no oppor- 
tunities of listening, in my turn, to accusations of 
the same nature against yourself? Was it never told 
roe, do you think, that, afler you had appointed me 
to meet you at Laodicea, you retired beyond Mount 
Taurus ? That, at the very tone I was employed in 
my juridical office at Apamea, Syonada, and Philo« 
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meianiy you took the aberty to exercise the satne 
authority at Tarsus ? But I forbear to enter farther 
into Uiese particulars^ that I may not follow your 
example in the very instance of which I am com- 
plaining. This, however^ I will say, (and I say it 
with great sincerity,) that if you are really persuad- 
ed of the truth of these reports, you do me much 
injustice;, and you are not entirely without re- 
proach, if you only sufiered them to be related to 
you. The truth is, it will appear that I have acted 
towards you in one uniform tenor of friendship. 
And let those who impute artifice to me, say, whe- 
ther it is probable, that, after having paid the ut- 
most attention to your interest, during your absence 
from Rome, and at a time when I had not the least 
expectation of its ever being in your power to re- 
turn me the same favour, I should give you just 
reason to abandon me now that I have so many oc- 
casions for your good offices. I must, however, 
acknowledge, that there is one article wherein I 
may not, perhaps, have regulated myself altogether 
agreeably to your inclinations. I am sensible you 
would be displeased with any liberties that should 
be taken with the characters of those who acted in 
office under you ; and I will own, that I have heard 
very unfavourable representations of some of them* 
But I must add, that no persons were ever mention- 
ed upon this occasion, or any greater irregularities 
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laid to their charge, thaa those which your friend 
Clodius himself named to me when I saw him at 
CoTcyn ; who lamented, I remember, that you had 
been some sufferer in your reputation by the mal- 
practices of those officers.* Reports of this kind 

* A particular instance of the cmelty of one of these of- 
ficers under Appius, is mentioned in the letten to Atticos. 
Scaptins, who commanded a troop of horse in Cyprus, sur- 
rounded their senate with his forces, in order to compel them, 
it is probable, to comply with some uqjust demands, and kept 
them thus besieged till five of the members perished with 
hunger. When the government of this province came into 
the hands of Cicero, the Cyprians, as their island lay with- 
in his jurisdiction, petitioned that these troops might be 
withdrawn ; and he yery humanely complied with their re- 
quest. He relieved them, likewise, as well as other cities 
under his government, from the immoderate interest which 
they paid for the money, which their necessities had obli- 
ged them to borrow in Rome ; reducing it from 4 per cent. 
paid monthly, to 1 per cent. This equitable reduction very 
considerably affected Brutus, who was concerned in these 
loans ; and he seems to have complained of it to Atticus. 
But notwithstanding the latter strongly pressed Cicero to 
favour Brutus in this affair, and Brutus himself likewise had 
written to Cicero for the same purpose, yet he resolutely 
withstood their united solicitations. " If Bmtus," says he, 
<* resents my conduct upon this occasion, I shall be sorry i 
'< but much more so, to find him a different man from what 
** I always thought him.'* And if Cicero, I will add, had 
spoken and acted upon every other occasion with the same 
ffpirit and integrity, as he certainly did io the present, he 
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(and many such indeed there are) I never in the 
least encouraged ; but I will frankly acknowledge, 
likewise, that I never greatly endeavoured to re- 
press them ; well persuaded as I am, that they can, 
in no sort, affect your character. 

Whoever attempts to persuade you, that there is 
no such thing as a perfect reconcilement between 
friends whose affections have once been alienated, 
discovers the perfidy of his own heart, instead of 
proving the dissimulation of mine; at the same 
time that it is evident, that he has not a worse opi- 
nion of my sincerity, than he must necessarily en- 
tertain of yours. But if any man has taken offence 
at the measures I pursue in my government, as not 
exactly coinciding with yours, I am perfectly un- 
concerned at the loss of his friendship. To say 
truth, we have both acted in the manner we ought, 
though we have not both followed the same plan. 
The instances you gave of your diffusive liberality 
in this province, were suitable to a man of your 
quality. Though indeed even you yourself were 
obliged, the last year, in compliance with the ca« 
lamities of the season, a little to restrain the muni-' 
ficence of your natural disposition. But if mine; 
on the contrary, flows in a somewhat more limited 

would have merited all the encomiums which the warmeet 
of his admirers could have bestowed. — Ad AH. ti . 1 . 3. 
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channel, let not those, to whom the benefit of that 
stream has not reached, wonder that I rather choose 
they should suffer from the necessary restrictions of 
mj bounty, than that / should from the just re- 
proaches of my conscience. I have ever, indeed, 
^eu extremely reserved in dispensing largesses at 
another's cost ; as I cannot but be sensibly aflfect- 
ed with distresses that extend themselves through- 
out a whole community. 

I am much obliged to you for the account you 
gave me of afiairs at Rome ; and particularly for 
the assurance of your faithfully executing all my 
requests. What I principally recommend to your 
care, is, that neither the business nor the period of 
my administration maiy be enlarged. To this end, 
I beg you would eutreat our common friend and^ 
colleague Hortensius, that, if ever he was disposed 
to comply with my inclinations, he would not per- 
sist in my continuing two years in this govern- 
ment, than which he cannot do me a more un« 
friendly ollice. 

As to the information you desire concerning tny 
own motions, I marched from Tarsus, in my way 
to Amanus, on the 7 th of October, and I write this 
the day following from my camp in the plains of 

* In tl^e Aiigural College. 
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Mopsuhesta. * If any action should happen^ I shall 
not fail of giving you notice ; and you may depend 
Upon my inclosing a letter to you whenever I send 
one to my family. With respect to the Parthians, 
whom you inquire after, I am persuaded that none 
ever appeared. They were only a troop of Ara- 
bians, armed after the Parthian manner. But these, 
it is said, are all returned home, and I am assured 
there is now no appearance of an enemy in Syria. 
I entreat you to write to me as oilen as possible, 
not only as to what regards your own and my pri- 
vate afiairs, but as to those likewise of the republic. 
I am more than ordinarily, indeed, solicitous con- 
cerning the latter, as I find, by your letter, that 
Pompey is going into Spain.t Farewell, 

LETTER Xn. 

[A. U. 702.] 

TO PUBLIUS SlUUS, PROPRATOR. 

I DID not imagine I should ever have found my- 
self at a loss for expressions; yet at a loss, believe 



• A city in Cilicia, situated upon the banks of the river 
Pyramus. 

f The goTernment of Spain had been renewed to Pom" 
pey for fiye yean at the end of his coi^ulate iathe prece- 
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me, I am, to reannmend Marcus Laenius to you 
ia the terms he deserves. I must content myself 
therefore, with explaining the business of this let- 
ter in a few words; but in such, however, as may 
render you sufficiently sensible of my inclinations* 
It is incredible, how great an esteem both my dear* 
est brother and myself entertain for Laenius; an 
esteem, which is founded, not only on the many 
good offices he has conferred upon us, but on the 
exalted integrity of his heart, and the singular mo- 
desty with which all his virtues are accompanied. 
It was with the utmost regret, therefore, that I con- 
sented to part with him ; as I receive much advan- 
tage from his counsels> as well as great, entertain- 
ment from his company. Bat if I should expatiate 
any farther in his praise, will you not think, that, 
fkr from wanting words, as I just now complained, 
I have employed more than are necessary } To be 
short then, I recommend Laenius to your protec- 
tion, with all that warmth which you must be sen- 
sible I ought, after what I have here said. Let 
me earnestly entreat you, to expedite the business 
which has called him into your province, and to 
favour him, likewise, with your advice in the con- 



dinj; year ; which province, however, he administered by 
his lieutenants, whilst he himself still continued in Rome.^ 
Dioy xli. 148. 

VOL. II. G 
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dact of it Yoa will find him, be assured, a man of 
a most generoos and well-natured disposition; for 
which reason, I beg you will send him back to us 
with the satisfaction of having finished his afiairs 
by your means, as soon as possible. Your com- 
pliance with this request will extremely oblige 
both my brother and myself. FarewelL 

LETTER Xm. 

[A.U.702.] 

TO MARCUS CCELIUS, CURULE-ADILE ELECT. 

. I WISH you would enquire the reason that your 
letters miscarry ; for I cannot be induced to thiuk 
that you have not once written to me since your 
election.*^ I am persuaded, on the contrary, that 
you would not have omitted to communicate a 
piece of news I so much wished with regard to your- 
self, and so little expected in relation to Hirrus. 
The truth, however, ii^ that I have not heard from 
you since that glorious and joyful event; which 
gives me some uneasiness, lest my letters should 
have had no better success in finding their way to 
your hand. But be assured I have never written to 
my family without accompanying my packet with 

• Into the offidb of £dile. 

5 
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a letter for yoa ; 9b, indeed> there is no man whom 
I more sincerely and tenderly Taloe.— But to turn 
to the principal purpose of this epistie. Your wish 
has succeeded^ and I have jnst had employment 
enough of the military kind to entitle me to a tri- 
umph. You were under some a{^rehensions^ I per- 
ceive^ about the Parthians, as being diffident of my 
forces. I must acquaint you> then^ that, having re- 
ceived advice that the Parthians had committed 
hostilities, I took the advantage of some defiles, and 
of the neighbouring mountains, to lead my army, 
supported by a tolerable number of auxiliaries, to 
Amanus. The reputation of my name was of some 
benefit to me likewise in my march; for you can- 
not imagine of what importance it is, in places of 
this kind, to have the populace ask. Is this the am- 
ml that saved Romef Is this he that was so ho- 
noured by the senate t together with other questions 
of the same import, which I need not add. When 
I approached to Amanus, a mountain which sepa- 
rates Cilicia from Syria, I had the satisfaction to 
hear that Cassias'*^ had' obliged the enemy to aban- 



* He was lieutenant to Crassus, in Syria, after whose 
death the command of the proyince deyolved npon him, till 
Bibulus, who was appointed successor to Crassus, arrived. 
— A more particular account will be given of him in the 
farther progress of these remarlLS, 
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doa the siege of Antiochea, and that Bibolos had 
taken upon himself the command of the province. 
— However, I employed my army in harassing the 
Amaniensesy our eternal enemies ; and having put 
many of them to the sword^ as well as taken a great 
number of prisoners, and entirely dispersed the rest, 
I surprised and burnt some of their fortresses. Hav- 
ing thus obtained a complete victory, I wais saluted 
with the title of Imperatar, by the whole army, at 
Issus;''^ the very place (as your favourite historiaoy 
Clitarchus,t has often/ I have heard you say> in- 
formed you) where Alexander defeated Darius^ 
From thence I marched into the most infested parts 
of Cilicia, where I am now before Pindenessum, a 
city of great strength, and which I have already 
been battering above these three weeks : the i^(arti- 
son makes a most obstinate and vigorous defence, 
so that nothing seems wanting to complete the 
glory I shall here obtain, but that the name of this 
place were less obscure. If I should make myself 
master of it, (as 1 trust I shall,) I will send an im- 
mediate express to the senate. In the mean time 
I have given you this general account of my ope* 

* A city which Blood on the frontiers of Cilicia and 
Syria. 

+ A Greek historian, who attended Alexander in bis Per-, 
fiian expedition. 
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rations^ to let you see there is some foundation to 
hope that your good wishes will take eflfect But 
to return to the Parthians. This summer's campaign 
has proved, you find, tolerably successful; I am in 
great pain, however, for the next Let me entreat 
you, therefore, my clear friend, to endeavour that a 
successor be appointed to my government : but if 
that should prove a matter of too much difficulty, 
(as you intimate in one of your letters, and as I am 
myself inclined to suspect,) be careful, at least, to 
guard against what may easily be prevented; I 
mean the prolongation of my residence. 

I expect, from your lettefs, (as 1 mentioned in one 
of my former,) not merely an account of what is at 
present going forward in the republic, but a clear 
prospect also of what is likely to happen : for which 
purpose I entreat you to inform me fully of every 
thing that concerns the public. Farewell. 

LETTER XIV. 

[A.U^702.] 

MARCUS C(ELIUS TO CICERO.* 

We have received an express from Caius Cassius, 

♦ This letter appears to have been written before any of 
Cicero's dispatches, concerning the Parthians, had reached 
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and another fran I)eiotarus» which greaUy alana 
us. The former writes, that the Parthian army has 
passed the Euphrates ; and the latter, that they are 
actually marching towards your province, by the 
way of Commagene. As I well know how ill pro* 
Tided you are with troops, the principal concern I 
feel from this invasion, with respect to you, is lest 
you should be a loser by it in point of reputatiom* 
Had you been better {M-epared, indeed, to receive 
the enemy, I should have been in great pain for 
your life; but as the very small number of your 
forces will incline you, I imagine, rather to think 
of a retreat than an engagement, I am only anxi- 
ous concerning your honour : for how far the world 
may consider the necessity of the case, and approve 
of your thus declinibg a battle, is a point, I confess, 
which gives me much uneasy reflection. In short, 
I shall be in continual anxiety till I hear of your 
arrival in Italy. In the mean time, this news of the 
Parthians has occasioned a variety of speculations : 
some are of opinion that Pompey ought to be sent 
to oppose them ; and others, that it is by no means 
convenient he should leave Rome. A third party 
is for assigning this expedition to Csesar and his 



Home, and consequently before CceliuB had received the 
preceding epistle. 
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army; whibt a fbmth names the consols* as the 
most proper persons to he employed : hut all agre^ 
however^ in heing silent as to any decree of the so* 
nale for placing this command in private hands.t 
The consuls^ in the apprehension that they shall 
either he nominated to a commission which they 
do not relish* or sufier the disgrace of its being giyen 
from thc^n^ forbear to convene the senate, and by 
this mean incar the censure of neglecting the pub- 
lic interest But whether indolence or pusillani- 
mity be the real motive of their declining the con- 
duct of this war, it is c<Micealed under the speoious 
appearance, however, of modesty. 

As we have received no courier from you, it was 
suspected, till the dispatch Irom Deiotarus arrived, 
that the whole was an invention of Cassius, who, it 
was thought, in order to cover his own rapine, had 
flufiered a parcel of Arabs to make an incursion into 
the province, and then represented them to the se- 
nate as a formidable body of Parthians. Whatever, 
therefore, may be the true state of the afiair, let me 
persuade you to be extremely circumspect in giv- 
ing a faithful and accurate account of it to the se- 
nate, that you may neither be reproached with mag- . 

* Marcus Marcellns, and Servius Sulpicius. 
t.'That is, in the hands of those who were not invested 
with some public command. 
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nifying matters, in order to gratify the private par* 
poses of Cassius, nor with concealing any thing 
which may be of importance for the pnblic to 
know. 

It is now the 18th of November; and as we are 
advanced thus far towards the end of the year, I 
do not see that any thing can be done in thb a€&ir 
before the first of January;* for you know how 
slow and inactive Marcellus is upon all occasions, 
and are no stranger to the dilatory disposition of 
^Ipicius : you will easily judge, therefore, what is 
to be expected from two men of this unperforming 
cast ; and that they who usually act with so much 
coldness, as to make one doubt their inclinations, 
even in points they really desire to eilect, will not 
be very warm in forwarding a business from which 
, they are certainly averse. 

If the Parthian war should become a serious mat- 
ter, the new magistrates will be engaged, for the 
first two or three months of their office, in adjust- 
ing the proper measures to be taken in this con- 
juncture*. On the other hand, if it should appear to 
be an invasion of no consequence, or such, at least, 
that, with the supply of a few additional troops, 
may easily be repelled by you and the other pro- 



« When the consuls elect entered upon the administiatioii 
of their office. 
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consuls already in those pnnrincesy or by your suc- 
cessors. Curio, I foresee, will begin to play his 
double game; that is> he will, in the first place, at- 
tempt to weaken the authority of Caesar; ^ and, in 
the next, endeavour to throw some iittle advantages 
on the side of Pompey. As for Paulus,t he dedares 
most vehemently against suffering Caesar to con- 
tinue in Gaul ; and our friend Fumius is the only 
tribune whom I suspect of obstructing his measures 
for that purpose. You may depend upon these 
articles as certain ; but beyond these I cannot with 
any assurance pronounce. Time, indeed, may pro- 
duce much ; as many schemes, I know, are concert- 
ed ; but they all turn upon the points I have already 
specified. I forgot to mention, that Curio designs 
to jnake an attempt to procure a division of the 
lands in Campania, j; It is pretended that Caesar 

* Curio had not as yet pnlled off the mask, and declared 
-himself openly in favour of Csesar. 

+ One of the consuls elect. See p. S9. note. 

J Caesar, when he was consul, an. urb. 694, had procured 
a law for the distribution of these lands, and part of them 
had actually been distributed accordingly. The remaining 
part was what Curio had in his view, which were to be 
purchased of the private possessors with the public money, 
and parcelled out amongst the poor citizens in the same 
manner as those had been which were already divided. See 
y.ol. I. p. 176. note. Fid etiam dtanut. in ep. Fam. i. 9. 
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time to yoar usual humanity. la a word> the pur- 
port of my present application amounts to this; 
that you woUld> upon all occasions^ continue to dis- 
tinguish Nero with your most peculiar regard. The 
truth is, your province has, in this respect, great- 
ly the advantage over mine, as it aifi>rds you full 
scope of doing honour to so noble, so ingenious^ 
and so virtuous a youth. Your perseverance in the 
same generous offices with which you have thus far 
assisted my friend, will grive him an opportunity of 
confirming and strengthening those illustrious client- 
ships which have been delivered down to him from 
his ancestors. And let me add, that it will be pla- 
cing your favours with great judgment in respect to 
Nero, as well as bestowing them in the most obli- 
ging manner, likewise, with regard to myself. Fare- 
well. 

LETTER XVL 

t A. U. 7020 
TO CURIO, TRIBUNE O^ THE PEOPLE. 

The congratulations of a friend are not usually 
considered as too late, if they are paid as early as 
possible ; my great distance, therefore, from Rome, 
together with the slow progress with which news 
travels into this corner of the world, will excuse 
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me for not sooner sending you mine. Bat I now 
sincerely give them yoa^ and most ardently wish 
that you may obtain immortal honour by your ad- 
ministration of the tribunate. To this end^ I most 
exhort you not to sufier yourself to be turned aside 
from your natural bias> in compliance with the sen- 
timents and advice of others ; on the contrary, let 
me entreat you to be directed in your ministry by 
the f;3iithful light of your own superior wisdom. No 
man, indeed, is capable of giving you more prudent 
counsels than will arise from the suggestions of 
your own good sense; and, believe me, you can 
never be misguided so long as you pursue the 
honest dictates of your uninfluenced judgment. I 
say not this inconsiderately, but as perfectly well 
knowing the genius and principles of him to whom 
I am addressing myself. Yes, my friend, I can 
never be apprehensive that you will act either 
weakly, or irresolutely, whilst you support the mea- 
sures your heart approves. It was neither chance 
nor ignorance that led you to solicit this magis- 
tracy in so important a crisis. It was a deliberate 
and well considered resolution that engaged you in 
this design, and you were perfectly sensible of the 
great and general coniiision in which the common- 
wealth is involved, together with the utter uncer- 
tainty in what manner these our unhappy divisions 
will finally be terminated. You frequently reflect^ 



110 THE LETTERS book it. 

I doubt not, on the rain, the treacherouit^ and the 
pliant dispositions of the present generation. To 
repeat, then, what I just now mentioned, let me 
conjure you stedfastly to persevere in yonr old priiv* 
ciples; to consult the dictates of your own breast; 
and faithfully to comply with its wise and worthy 
admonitions. Hardly, perhaps, is any man more 
qualified than yourself to direct the conduct of 
others; none, I am sure, to steer your own. Good 
gods ! Why am I thus prevented from being a wit- 
ness of your glorious actions, and an associate in 
your patriot designs ? The latter, I am persuaded, 
you are far from wanting; however, the strength 
and warmth of my afiection might possibly render 
the conjunction of my counsels with yours not al« 
together unprofitable. 

You will hear from me again very soon; as I 
purpose in a few days to send an express to the 
senate with a particular account of the success of 
my arms during the last summer's campaign. In 
the mean time, you' will perceive, by the letter 
which I delivered to your freedman Thraso, with 
what zealous pains I have solicited your election 
to the pontifical dignity; an election, indeed, that 
will be attended with much difficulty. I conjure 
you, in return, my dear Curio, not to suffer this my 
very troublesome provincial administration to be. 
lengthened out beyond the usual period, and I en- 
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4:reat it by all the strong and tender ties of our mu- 
tual friendship. When I first made this request to 
you in person, and several times afterwards repeat- 
ed it by letter, I had not the least imagination of 
your being tribune. I then, indeed, only entreated 
your good offices as an illustrious senator, and as 
one who stood high in the favour and esteem of 
every Roman. But I now apply to Curio, not only 
as my noble friend, but as a powerful tribune. I 
do not desire, however, (what, indeed, would be 
more difficult to obtain,} that any thing unusual 
should be decreed in my favour; but, on the con- 
trary, that you would support that decree, and 
maintain those laws, by which I was appointed to 
this government. In a word, my single and most 
earnest request is, that the terms upon which I set 
out for this province may not be changed. Fare- 
well. 

LETTER XVn. 

[A. U. 708.] 

TO THBRMUS, PROPRJETOIU 

I FouKD you perfectly well inclined to employ 
every good office in your power for my lieutenant 
Marcus Anneius, when I mentioned his affair to 
you at Ephestts. However, as my affection will 
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not sufier me to omit any circumstance whick may- 
tend to his advantage^ I write to you in the belief 
that this letter will considerably add to the favour- 
able disposition in which you already stand towards 
him. He has long enjoyed a share in my. friend- 
ship; asy indeed, I have sufficiently shewn the 
good opinion I entertain of him^ by having ap- 
pointed him my lieutenant in preference to so many^ 
others, who solicited for that office. The war in 
which I was spon afterwards engaged, gave me oc- 
casion of experiencing his military abilities; and 
the prudence, the courage, and the fidelity with 
which he executed bis commission, together, with 
the extraordinary marks he gave me of his affec- 
tion, have raised, him to the highest possible de« 
gree of my esteem. I informed you at Ephesus^ 
that there were some points in controversy between 
him and the city of Sardis;* the particulars of 
which you will best learn when the cause shall 
come before you. And here, I must confess, I have 
been long debating with myself what I should far- 
ther say to you. The world universally acknow- 
ledges and admires your impartial administration: 
of justice, and my friend's claim is so well founded 
as to require no other protection than that of your 
•Visual equity. However, as I am sensible of th» 

* loJLydia. 
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great authority which naturally attends the Pneto- 
rian office, especially where it is exercised with so 
much honour, lenity, and wisdonu as are well known 
to distinguish your administration; I entreat you 
to exert that influence in such a manner, upon this 
occasion, as may convince Anneius that you are 
his friend. He is already, indeed, persuaded that 
you are so, and has often mentioned you to me in 
that character. Nevertheless, I cannot forbear con- 
juring you, by those reciprocal good offices which 
have equally passed between us, to let him see that 
this letter has rendered you slill more inclined to 
serve him. Be assured, the whole extent of your 
provincial power cannot supply you with an op- 
portunity of more effectually obliging me. It is 
unnecessary I should add, that you cannot better 
dispose of your favours, than by conferring them 
on Anneius; and I am persuaded you have too high 
an opinion of his merit and gratitude to entertain 
the least doubt upon that article. Farewell. 



VOL. II. 
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LETTER XVIIL 

£A. U. 702.3 

TO VOLUMNIUS.* 

Tbs faoiiltar manner in which your letter to me 
was addressed, though extremely agreeable indeed 
to the intimacy that subsists between us, made me 
at firrt doubt whether it did not come from my very 
food friend, your namesake, the senator. But I 
soon found, by that lively and elegant hnmour with 
which it was distin^ished, that it could be the 
produce of no other hand than yours. I was ex* 
ceedingly pleased with it in every respect, but that 
I perceived you had not sufficiently discharged 
your trust, ftod defended the credit of my posses* 
i as a wit For you tell me, that since I left 



* The person to whom thb letter is addressed was a Ro* 
man knight, extremely admired for his wit and pleasantry. 
It was thb quality, it is probable, that recommended him 
to Antony, with whom he appears to have been in some cre- 
dit $ as he was likewise employed by him in the civil wars. 
Atticus also was in the number of Volumnius^s friends $ and 
after the battle of Modena, when Antony's faction was sup- 
posed to be irrecoverably ruined, he generously protected 
him from the violence of the successful party. Ad Alt. 
zv. 8. Com* N^, in vU, AUicu 

% 
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Rome, every paltry joke, even those of tbe ^l 
Sextius himself, is placed to my account And did 
you suffer your friend to be thus dishonomed, with- 
out heroicaliy standing forth in vindication of his 
genius ? I was in hopes that my wit was stomped 
with such distinguishing marks as to prevent the 
possibility of its being mistaken. But it seems 
there is such a general depravation of taste in 
Rome, that no man's conceits are so execrably vile, 
as not to meet with aiimirers. As yow value my 
reputation then, assert bokily that ewry low ttniig 
which is repeated of this sort, is none of mine. 
And unless it be some smart pun, or elegant hy* 
perbole, some striking paragram,* or some arch 
and unexpected turn; f in a word, unless it answers 

* The hyperbole is a figure of speech hy which any things 
18 extravagantly magnified or diminished beyond the truth ; 
as a paragram is a species of the pun, which consists in 
changing the initial letters of a name. It would be need- 
less to produce any example in explanation of the former ; 
smA an instance of the latter kind will occur to every Eng- 
lish reader in the well-known reply which Cromwell muU^ 
to the judges, when they reminded him of Magna Charta. 

f Of this kind is what the Dake of Buckingham once 
said to a noble Earl ; My Lordy you will certainly be damned, 
Hewf my Lard ! returned the Earl, with some warmth. Iftiyf 
replied the Duke, thart'a no help for it ; fir it U peeitiuly 
'Old, OiTHd U ht of whom nU mm apeakwelh Tatler, Vol. I. 
No. 17. 
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the character of true hamour/ as described in my 
dialogue on oratory^ I desire you would do me the 
favour most vehemently to sweao that mine you 

* Cicero, in the treatise to whicli he here refers, intro« 
ilaces one of his spealiere as pointing ont the principal 
sources of oratoric4il humour $ among which lie maltes very 
honourable mention of the pun. There is scarce an author, 
indeed, of any note among the ancients, that has not, in 
some part or other of his writings, tried his genius at a con- 
ceit $ and it is remarkable, that there is one in particular 
which nins through almost (he whole set of Roman Claasics. 
The fint that appears to have started it is, that venerable 
censor, Cato the elder ; who, in a grave speecli recorded by 
Livy, taking notice of those fine statues that hadi been late- 
ly transported into Italy, after the conquest of Greece, ex- 
presses his concern ne ilUs magis res nos ceperint quam n9$ 
iUat. Horace was so well pleased with this witticism, that 
he has transplanted it into one of his epistles : 

Gr^Bcia capta ferum victorem cepit, et artes 
InhUit agretti Latio, 

And even the m^iestic Virgil could not secure himself from 
the infection of thb contagious ambiguity : 

JVtim Capti poiuer^ C^i ? 

a quibble, which was afterwards taken up by Qaintns Cur* 
tins ; though it seems to be somewhat damaged in passing 
through his hands ; pbwes captivi (says that historian, speak- 
ing of one of Alexander's victories) juam sut caperent, ergnU. 
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are confident it is ncL With regard to those little 
pretenders to eloquence, of whom you complain, 
as having usurped my place in the Forum, I am 
much less concerned. Fare it as it may with plain- 
ti£i and defendants of every kind, I am nothing 
disturbed; no not though the worthless Selius him* 
self should be deemed eloquent enough to persuade 
the world, that he is not an arrant slave. But in 
the article of wit, my friend— there, indeed, I am 
much too jealous not to assert my prerogative. It 
is an article, however, in which I stand in fear of 
no other competitor bat yourself; for your preten- 
sions, doubtless, are fomudable. Yet when I say 
this, you will modestly suspect, perhaps, that I am 
bantering ; and who but must own that Volumnius 
is a man of penetration ? To speak seriously, a 

When it is considered bow early this species of false wit ap* 
peared in the world $ with what difficulty it has been sub* 
dued ; that some of the best writers have not been able en* 
tirely to abstain from it ; and tliat it was the fayourite of 
80 unquestionable a genius as Cicero ; one cannot forbear 
thinking, with the inimitable Mr Addison, ** that the seeds 
^ of punning are in the minds of all men." It is the busi- 
ness, therefore, of criticism, to root out a weed, which the 
best as well as the worst soil, it seems, is so strongly dispo- 
sed to produce ; as it cannot spread without checking the 
nobler growth of true wit and just imagination. Cic, de 
orat, ii. 38. Liv. xzxiy.4. Hor. ep. ii. 1. 167. Virg. ^n. 
vii. 895. ^tttnt. Cmr. v. IS. AMwmSpeti. 1. Vo. 61. 
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mo6t agreeable and lively veio of wit nins througb- 
out your whole letter. I will confess, however, 
that what you mention concerning our friend,* 
though you represented it in a very droll light, did 
not onoe make me smile. It is much my desire, I 
most own, that he should conduct himself through 
his tribunitial office with <Mgnity ; not only for his 
own sake, as you know he is a man I value* but 
for the sake likewise of my country ; which, how* 
ever ill it has treated me, I shall never cease to 
love. 

And now, my dear Volunmius, I hope you wUl 
continue the agreeable correspondence you have 
begun, and give me frequent accounts of affairs 
both private and public ; for, be assured, your let- 
ters are extremely piquing to me, I entreat you« 
likewise, to endeavour to gain Dolabella entirely 
to my interests, by confirming him in that amicable 
disposition towards me, which, I know, he is incli- 
ned to entertain. Not that I suspect he wants any 
applications of this sort; but, as I am very desirous 
to make him my friend, it is a point, I think, thac 
cannot be too much laboured. Farewell. 

• This aeemi to allnde to Curio. 
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LETTER XIX. 
[A. U. 708.3 

TO CRASSIPES.* 

I TOOK oGcaiion, before I left Rome, of leoom* 
mending the Klhyniaf company to you m the 
fltoongest tenns I was able; and I had the pleaswe 
to find you perfectly well disposed, not only from 
my instances^ but yonr own inclinations^ to do them 
all the good offices in yoor power. However, as 
those who are concerned in the afiairs of this so- 
ciety, think it may be to their advantage that I 
shoiUd thus repeat my assurances oi the regard I 
bear them, I make no difficulty of yielding to their 
solicitations. Be well persuaded then, that I have 
ever been desirous of rendering to this whole order, 
in general, my best services; to which, indeed, 
the important obligations they have conferred np^ 

* He was Quaestor in Bitbynia i and, probably, at tbe 
same time when P. Silius was goirenior of that province. 
See p. 80. note. 

i- The revenues of the republic arising ftom the foreign 
proTinces were farmed by the Roman knights, who were 
divided into several companies, distinguished by the name 
of the particular province whose taxes they rented. Sefe 
Vol. I. p. 819. note. 
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on me, gave them an undoobted right. But my 
attachments are more particularly strong to that 
branch of them concerned in the finances of Bi- 
thyuia ; as this company, from the rank and cha- 
racter of its members, forms one of the most con* 
siderable bodies in the whole republic. It is com- 
posed, indeed, out of all the other companies, and 
happens to consist of several of my most intimate 
firiends. In this number their governor Publius 
Rupilius holds the principal rank; the most im- 
portant part of whose function is concerned in my 
present address. I make it then my earnest request, 
(and it is a request you may very easily comply 
with,) that you assist and protect their agent Pu- 
pius in discharging his services to the satisfaction 
of the company ; and, in general, that you would 
promote their interest by all those means which, I 
well know, are in the power of a Quaestor. Your 
compliance in this instance will greatly oblige me ; 
and I will add too, what Jl can affirm from my own 
experience, that you cannot confer your good of- 
fices upon a society that will more gratefully re- 
member them. Farewell. 
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LETTER XX. 
[A.U. 702. J 

TO PUBLICS SILIUS, PROPRXTOB^ 

Publics Tebentius Hispo, who is deputy-re- 
ceiver-general of the customs arising from pasture 
and cattle in your* province, is a person for whom 
I have a very particular friendship; as, indeed, 
many important good offices have mutually passed 
between us. The settling his accounts with the 
several cities under his department which yet re- 
main unadjusted, is a point wherein his character, 
you are sensible, is greatly concerned. This I at- 
tempted in his behalf with regard to the inhabitants 
of Ephesus ; but my attempts, I must confess, prov* 
cd unsuccessful. It is the general opinion of the 
world, however, and what I am firmly assured of 
myself, that the justice and clemency of your ad- 
ministration has gained you such an ascendant over 
the people of Greece, that you may easily obtain 
of them any thing you shall request. I entreat 
you then to employ your interest with them in fa- 
vour of Hispo ; and I ask it as a point in which 
my honour is peculiarly concerned. The truth is, 
not only the whole company in this branch of the 
revenues has placed itself under my protection, but 
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I have particQlar intimacies with many of its mem- 
bers. ' Your compliance, therefore, with my request, 
will strengthen my interest with this society in ge- 
neral, and will also give me the satis^stction and 
credit of having obtained your good offices for my 
friend. To this I will add, that you may depend 
on receiving great complacency, both &om the 
grateful returns of Hispo in particular, and from 
the interest you will establish with this illustrious 
company in general. You will likewise oblige me 
in a most sensible manner; for, be assured^ the 
whole extent of your government cannot supi^y 
you with an opportunity of rendering me a more 
acceptable service^ Farewell. 
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BOOK FIFTH. 

LETTER L 

[A. u. 70S J 

TO MARCUS CATO.* 

XHE great authority you bear in the republic, to- 
gether with the high esteem I have ever entertain- 
ed for your uncommon virtues, make me look up- 
on it as a point of much consequence to me, that 



* This illustrioas Roman was great-grandson to Marcus 
Cato the Censor ; to whom he was no less allied in yirtue 
than in blood. He had all his merit, indeed, without any of 
his failings ; and with the same determined inflexibility in 
his public conduct, he was fiirmore amiable In the common 
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you fthould be apprized of the success of my arms; 
of ^e disinterested protection I have given to our 
allies ; and of the integrity of my administration in 
general. And I doubt not, when you shall be in- 



iDtercourses of private life. Perhaps a character eqoaffy 
perfect, is no -where to be found in the -whole annals of pro- 
fane history ; and it may well be questioned, whether Aai- 
man philosophy ever produced, either before or since, so 
truly great and good a man. It is a just observation of Se- 
neca, magnam rem puto, unum hominem agere : and it is this 
uncommon consbtency of action, that marks the character 
of Cato with its most distinguishing beauty. All the parts 
of his conduct accord with each other, and are the regular 
result of one steady and invariable principle : 



^PatritB' — impendere vitam: 



Ncc aibiy Bed toti gentium se credere mtmdo. 

This was the glorious object of his ambition from his first 
appearance in the world to the last moment of his life ; and 
he undauntedly pursued it through' all the various insults and 
opposition that Csesar, Crassus, and Pompey, could contrive 
to traverse and perplex his way. He resolutely, indeed, op- 
posed the progress of their power in every step of its uit- 
constitutional advancement ; and, with a most consummate 
prudence, perpetually forewarned his countrymen of those 
calamities which they afterwards experienced. Cicero, 
nevertheless, has said, (and it has been often repeated after 
him,) that there was more of probity than of prudence in 
Cato''s politics \ and particularly instances his treatment of 
the Roman Jcnights in a very nice case, wherein they [^eti« 
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formed of these several articles^ I shall find the less 
difficulty in persuading you to comply with the re- 
quest I am going to make. 

I arriyed in this province on the last of July; 
and as the season of the year rendered it necessa- 
ry for me to hasten to the army^ I continued only 



tioned tJie senate for redress. See Vol. I. p; ItO. note. Per- 
haps Cato's firmness in this article cannot be justified s but 
certainly it -would not be reasonable to pronounce, from a 
particular article, that he did not, in the general tenor of 
bis public actions, discover great abilities. Cicero speaks 
of them, it is true, upon other occasions also, with some di- 
minution ; but it is no wonder he should represent that con- 
duct as injudicious, which was almost, in every respect, the 
very reverse of his own. One cannot easily, indeed, believe 
that Cato*s talents were uneqnal to his virtues, when one 
'considers the perpetual jealousy with which he was looked 
upon by the first triumvirate $ the violent measures they 
employed to prevent his beii^ elected prmtor; and that 
they would never suffer him to attain the consular office. 
Integrity under the direction of much inferior abilities, 
could not, surely, have been thus formidable ; especially in 
tin age the most venal and unprincipled that ever darkened 
the annals of human corruption. But whatever may be de- 
termined as to the measure of his intellectual qualities, he 
unquestionably possessed the patriot virtues in their highest 
perfection; and (as a noble author justly observes) ** if he 
« could not save, he prolonged the life of liberty."— P/uf. 
in vU. Caton, Senec. ep. 180. Lucan. ii. 382. Ad AH, i. 18. 
11.6. LtU on th€ Spirit of Patriotiim^ p. 85. 
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two days at Laodicea» four at Apamea, three at 
Synnadae, and as many at PhUomelum. I found 
great numbers of people assembled in these several 
towns, in expectation of my arrival ; and, daring 
my stay in each, I relieved many cities from the 
oppressive taxes they laboured under^ reduced the 
exorbitant interest they paid for the money they 
had been obliged to borrow, and discharged them 
from the unjust dediands of their usurious creditors. 
Before I arrived in my government,, a mutiny had 
arisen in the army, and the soldiers had dispersed 
themselves into different parts of the provinces; 
five cohorts, in particular, were retired to Philom^ 
lum, without a single officer to command them. I 
therefore ordered my lieutenant Anneius to con- 
duct these scattered regiments to the main body in 
Lycaonia, and to assemble the whole army at Ico- 
nium, where I directed him to encamp. These or- 
ders he very diligently executed ; and I joined^ the 
troops on the 26th of August. In the interval, I 
employed myself, agreeably to the injunctions of 
the senate, in raising a strong body of Evocati,* 
together with a proper number of cavalry, as also 
in assembling those auxiliary forces, which the 
free as well as regal states in alliance with the re- 
public had voluntarily ofiered me. As soon as the 

* See p. 54. note. 
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junction of all the troops was completed, I review- 
ed the whole army; and on the 50th of August we 
began to move towards Cilicia. In the mean time, 
envoys from the king of Commagene arrived, with 
a very confused indeed, but however, as it appear- 
ed afterwards, a very true account, that the P^r- 
thians had invaded Syria. This news greatly alarm- 
ed me, not only for the danger to which that pro- 
vince, but my <»wn, was exposed ; and which threat- 
ened, likewise, all Asia in general* I thought it 
advisable, therefore, to lead my troops through that 
part of Cappadocia which borders on Cilicia. If, 
indeed, I had marched directly into Cilicia, I could 
easily have protected that district of my province 
from any invasion on the ude of Sjrria; as it can- 
not be entered from thence without traversing 
Mount Amanu£fy over which there are only two 
narrow defiles, that might be defended by a very 
small force. In short, nothing can be more im- 
pregnable than Cilicia is from that quarter, by the 
^MTtifications with which nature has secured it. But 
my chief concern was for Cappadocia, which lies 
entirely open towards Syria; and besides, there are 
several little kingdoms in its neighbourhood, which, 
though in friendship with the Romans, yet dare not 
openly act against the Parthians. These consider- 
ations, therefore, determined me to lie with my 
s^nny on the borders of Cappadocia; and, accord- 
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ingly, I encamped at Cybistra^ a town situated not 
far from Mount Taurus. By these means, I was in 
a condition of protecting Cilicia, at the same time 
that, by possessing myself of €appadocia> I pre* 
vented the contiguous states from entering into any 
measures to our prejudice. 

Whilst afiairs were in this commotion, and there 
was reason to apprehend a general war, king Dei- 
otarus sent an embassy to my camp, with an ofi^r 
of joining me with all his forces. I was extrepaely 
sensible of this instance of his !^al and friendship; 
and immediately returned him a letter of acknow- 
ledgments, with my pressing exhortation at the 
same time, that he would hasten his march. I can* 
not l)ut observe, upon this occasion, that Deio)arus 
justly merits those peculiar marks of favour and 
esteem with which both you and I, in particular, 
as well as the senate in general, have ever distin^ 
gubhed him. He discovers, indeed, a remarkable 
fidelity and affection to the republic, together with 
an uncommon presence and greatness of mind botii 
in action and in council. 

I found it necessary, for the better concerting 
my plan of operations, to continue five days at Cy* 
bistra. During my stay there, I had the satisfko- 
tion to be of singular service to Ariobarzanes; a 
prince particularly assigned to my protection by 
the senate, in consequence of your motion for that 
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purpose. I delivered him from a very dangerous 
con8piracy> which was just upon the point of being 
carried into execution. I did more, indeed ; and 
•not only preserved his person, but strengthened his 
authority. For this purpose, I procured Metras and 
Athenseus, (the latter of whom you strongly recom- 
mended to my care,) not only to be recalled from that 
exile, into which the intrigues of the cruel Athenais 
had driven them, but to be restored to their former 
favour and credit with the king. And as it would 
have produced a very terrible civil war, if the high 
priest, * who was among the disaffected party, had 
taken up arms, as was generally supposed to be his 
intention, I found means of obliging him to depart 
the kingdom. This young man abounded both in 
money and troops, and possessed every other ad- 
vantage that could render him of importance to 
. those who were inclined to attempt a revolution. — 
In a word, I recovered the authority of Ariobarza- 
nes, without occasioning the least bloodshed or dis- 
turbance, and' firmly established him in his royal 
dignity. 

In the mean time, I was informed, by various 



* It appears, by a passage whicji Manutius cites from 
Hirtius, that the high priest of the temple of Bellona, at 
Commaoa, a city in Cajipadocia, was next in rank and 
power to the king himself.— /ftr^ de Bel AUxmd, 
VOL. II. I 
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expresses, that a considerable army of Parthians 
and Arabians were advanced to the city of Antio- 
chia;* and that a large body of their cavalryy 
which had penetrated into Cilicia, were entirely 
cut to pieces by a detachment of mine, supported 
by the preetorianf cohort in garrison at Epipha- 
nea. % Perteiving, therefore, that the Parthians had 
turned off firom Cappadocia, and were approached 
within a small distance of the frontiers of Cilicia, I 
conducted the army with all possible expedition to 
Amanus. Upon my arrival, I found the enemy was 
retired firom Antiochia, and that Bibulus had taken 
possession of the city. I sent an express, therefore, 
to Deiotams, who was upon full march with all his 
forces to join me, acquainting him, that I did not at 
present see occasion of drawing him out of his do- 
minions; but that if any new occurrence should 
arise, I would immediately give him notice. 

My principal view in advancing to Amanus was, 
that I might be ready to assist either Cilicia or Sy- 
ria, as circumstances ]^hould require. I had like^ 



• In Syria. 

f The pnetorian cohort composed a sort of body-guar4 
to the proconsul, or general ; and consisted of a select num- 
ber chosen out of the Evocati. The nature of the latter has 
been already explained in p. 54. note. 

t A city in Cilicia. 
10 
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yviae another design^ which I Ikad before neditatod, 
and uoir prepared to execiite» as beiog of great im- 
portanoe to both provinces ; I mean to quell the in^ 
snrrection of these higfalaoderBt, and esEtirpate an 
enemy that' was perpetually infesting us. To this 
end, I made a feint of retiring towards anodier part 
of Cilicia ; and, having actually returned a day's 
march, I encamped at Epipbanea. But, on the 12th 
of October, in the evening, I struck my tents, and, 
by a long march during the whole night, I arrived 
early the next morning at Araanus. I immediate- 
ly formed in order of battle, heading part of the 
troops myself, in conjunction with my brother, and 
distributing the command of the rest amoi^pA my 
other lieutenants. The enemy being thus suviound- 
ed by surprise, were taken and destroyed in great 
numbers. Meanwhile, my lieutenant Pontinius at-^ 
tacked Sepyra, Commoris, and £rana; the latter of 
which is the principal town on these mountains, 
and indeed considerable enough to be called a city. 
They each made a very obstinate resistance ; and, 
notwithstanding the attack began before day*break> 
they did not surrender till night, nor without ha- 
ving suffered a prodigious slaughfeer. In this action 
we took six fortresses, ai^d burnt many more. 

Having thus successfully completed this expedi- 
tioQ, we encamped at the foot of Mount Amanus^ 
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near Alexander's* altars, where I continiied four 
days. Daring the whole time I remained here, I was 
employed in extirpating the rest of these roonntain- 
eers, and destroying that part of their lands which 
lies within my prorince. From hence I sat down 
before Pindinessnm ; a city in the territories of that 
part of Cilicia which has never sabmitted to the 
Romans. This was a place of great strength, and 
inhabited by a stubborn people, who had preserved 
themselves unconquered, even by the neighboaring 
kings. It was a harbour, likewise, for fugitives of 
every kind ; and they were greatly, also, in the in- 
terest of the Parthians, whose approach they im- 
patiently expected. Upon these considerations^ I 
thought it for the honour of my arms to restrain 
their insolence ; especially as I should, by this 
means, the more easily subdue the spirit of those 
other cantons which were equally averse to the 
Roman government In consequence of this reso- 
lution, I invested the town; and, having raised six 
large fortresses, I began to play my battering en- 
gines' against their walls. They held out, however, 
filly-seven days ; but, at length, finding the flames 
had seized several parts of the town, and that other 



• A place near luus, where Alexander, having^ defeated 
Darius, cowecrated three altan to Jupiter, HerculeS) and 
Minerva, as memorials of his victory. — Quint, Curt. 
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quarters were laid in rains, they surrendered at dis- 
cretion^ after having occasioned me an infinite fa- 
tigue. I had the satisfaction to complete this en- 
terprise, without occasioning our allies the least in- 
convenience or expence. After having thus redu- - 
ced Pindinessum, and received hostages from the. 
Tiburani, a neighbouring people equally bold and 
insolent, I sent my army into winter-quarters. This 
care I assigned to my brother, and ordered him to 
canton the troops amongst those towns we had 
lately taken, or that were most disposed to revolt 
And now, if a motion should be made in the se- 
nate concerning the honours due to the success of 
my arms, I shall esteem it the highest glory to be 
supported in my pretensions by your suffrage.. I 
am sensible it is usual for the gravest characters to 
request, as well as to be requested, for favours of 
this nature, in the strongest terms ; but I persuade 
myself it will be more proper for me to remind, 
than to solicit you, in the present instance. You 
have frequently, indeed, not only distinguished me . 
with your vote, but with your highest applause,, 
botb in the senate' and in the assemblies of the peo- 
ple. * And, believe me, I have ever thought there 

* Cicero, soon after the expiration of his consulate, had 
very particular obligations to Cato of the kind he mentions. 
For the latter, being tribune at that time, procure4 him a 
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was so much weight and aothority in all yoa iit- 
tered^that a single wend of yoors in my layonr was 
the highest honour I could possibly receiye. I re- 
member, upon a certain occasion, when yoo rafo* 
sed to vote for a pdblic thanksgivji^* which was 
proposed in favour of a very worthy and illustrious 
citizen ; yon told the senate, that yoo i^ould wil- 
lingly have given your soffinge in support of the 
honour in question, had it been designed as a re- 
ward for any civil services which that omsul had 
performed in Rome* Agreeably to this maxim, 
you formerly concurred in voting that a public 
thanksgiving should be decreed to me; not, in- 
deed, for havii^ advanced the glory of our country 
by my military achievements, (for that would have 
been a circumstance nothing uncommon,) but for 
having, in a most singular and unexampled manner, 
preserved the liberties of the whole commonwealth f 
without drawing a sword. I forbear to mention the 



confirmation fVom an assembly of the people, of the glori- 
Om title of FATHBR OF HYS C0tJ!fTRT.— Pbif. in vH, Cic, 

* This honour was osnsllj decreed to a general after 
some signal advantage obtained by his arras. It consisted 
in appointing a solemn festival, in order to return thanks to 
the gods for the public success; at which time the senate 
went in solemn procession to the principal temples in Rome, 
and assisted at the sacrifices instituted for such occasions. 

+ By the rappreasioo of Catiline^s conspiracy. 
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generous share you have taken in all the envy, the 
difficulties, and the dangers to which my life has 
been expo^; and a far greater you were willing 
to have taken, if I could have been prevailed upon 
to have conseated. I forbear to mention, likewise, 
that you considered my enemy * as your own ; and 
that, in order to give me a convincing proof of 
your great regard, you scrupled not to shew your 
approbation even of his death, by defending Miio 
in the senate. In return, (and I speak of it, not as 
a favour for which you are indebted to me, but as 
a tribute which I owed to truth,) I have been no 
silent admirer of your virtues ; for who, indeed, can 
suppress his applause of them ? In all my speeches^ 
both in the forum and the senate, as well as in the 
several pieces I have published, either in our own 
language or in Greek, I have ever represented 
your character as superior, not only to the npblest 
amongst our contemporaries, but to the most cele^ 
brated in history. 

After all, you will wonder, perhaps, what should 
induce me to set so high a value upon these little 
transient honours of the senate. I will acknowledge^^ 
then, the whole truth, and lay open my heart be- 
fore you, with a freedom becoming that philoso- 
phy we cultivate, and that friendship wfs profess; 

• Clodias. 
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a friendship delivered down to us from our parents, 
and improved by many reciprocal good offices. 

Let me previously observe, that, if ever any man 
was a stranger to vain-glory, and a desire of vulgar 
admiration, it is myself; and this frame of mind, 
which I possess by temper, has been still strength- 
ened (if I am not deceived) by reason and philoso- 
phy. As an evidence of this, I appeal to my con- 
sulate; in which, as in every other part of my 
life, though I pursued that cohduct, I confess, from 
whence true honours might be derived, yet I never 
thought they were of themselves an object worthy 
of my ambition. On the contrary, I refused the 
government of a very noble province ; * and, not- 
withstanding it was highly probable I might have 
obtained a triumph, yet I forebore to prosecute my 
pretensions of that kind. I forebore, too, the of- 
fering myself as a candidate for the office of augur; 
though you are sensible, I dare say, that I might 
have succeeded without much difficulty. But I will 
acknowledge, that the injurious treatment I after- 
wards suffered, though you always speak of it, in- 
deed, as a circumstance which reflects the highest 
honour upon my character, and as a misfortune only 

* Macedonia ; to which he had a right, by lot, to have 
succeeded at the expiration of his consulate. See Vol. I. 
p. 10. note. 
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to the republic, has rendered me desiroas of recei-' 
ving the most distinguished marks of my country's 
approbation. For this reason, I solicited the office 
of augur, which I had before declitied; and, as 
little as I once thought the military honours deser- 
ved my pursuit, I am now ambitious of that distinc- 
tion which the senate usually confers on its success- 
ful generals. I will own I have some view, by this 
mean, of healing the wounds of my former imme- 
rited disgrace ; and, therefore, though I just now 
declared, that I would not press you upon this ar- 
ticle, I recal my words, and' most earnestly conjure 
your suffrage and assistance. I make this request, 
however, upon the supposition, that what I have 
performed in this campaign shall not appear con- 
temptible in your eye, but, on the contrary, far su- 
perior to the actions of many of those generals who 
have obtained the most glorious rewards from the 
senate. 

I have observed, (and, you are sensible, I always 
listen with great attention whenever you deliver 
your opinions,) that, as often as any question of 
this nature has come before the senate, you were 
less inquisitive into the military than civil conduct 
of the proconsul. It was the political ordinances 
he had established, and the moral qualities he had 
displayed, that seemed to have the principal weight 
in determining your vote. If you should examine 
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my pretensions in this yiew, you will see, that, with 
a weak and inconaderable army, I found a strong 
resource against the danger of a very formidable 
invasion in the lenity and justice of my govern- 
ment. By these aids, I effected what I never could 
by the most powerful legions: I recovered the 
friendship of our alienated allies; firmly strength- 
ened their allegiance to the republic ; and concili- 
ated their affections at a time when they were wait- 
ing the opportunity of some fevourable conjuncture 
to desert us. 

But perhaps I have expatiated farther upon this 
subject than is necessary ; especially to you, before 
whom all our allies in general are accustomed to 
lay their complaints.* To them, therefore, I refer 
you for an account of the benefits they have recei- 
ved by my administration. They will all of them, 
as with one voice, I am persuaded, give you the 
most advantageous testimony in my favour; but 
particularly those illustrious clients of yours, the 

* Cato settled a correspondeace tbroughont the whole 
Roman provinces, and received constant intelligence of the 
conduct of the sevend governors in their respective com- 
mands ; so attentive was this vigilant patriot to whatever 
concerned the interest of the commonwealth. — Plut. in vit, 
Caton. 
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Cyprians* and Cappadocians, to whom I may like* 
wise add your great and royal friend, prince Dei- 



f Cyprus had a particular claim to the patronage of Ca- 
to, as he bad been employed in executing a commission by 
which that island was annexed to the dominions of the 
republic. This commission was artfully contrived by Clo- 
dius in his tribunate, in order to remove Cato out of his 
way ; but the precise nature of it is nowhere distinctly ex- 
plained. It should seem, by what may be collected from 
Plutarch, that it was only an embassy in which Cato was 
appointed to claim, on behalf of the republic, the domi*- 
nions of Ptolemy king of Cyprus, and to offer him, at the 
sarnie time, the high-priesthood of the temple of Venus, in 
the island of Paphos, which, In those days, might have 
been no disadvantageous exchange. Cato, however, has 
been severely censured by some modem historians, for ha- 
ving accepted this office; and Dr Middleton, in particular, 
thinks he cannot be justified. But none of the ancient his- 
torians speak of It as in the least unworthy of Cato's Tir- 
tue ; and, indeed, one of the most moral writers in all an- 
tiquity mentions it upon an occasion, which evidently shews 
that it was by no means thought inconsistent with that cha- 
racter of rigid justice which this illustrious Roman had so 
deservedly obtained. Seneca, in his letter of consolation, 
addressed to Marcia, on the loss of her son, taking notice of 
the advantages of an early death, instances, among other 
examples, those calamities which a more extended period 
had brought upon Cato. — Marcum Catonem^ says he, si a 
Cypro et hereditatU regUe diaptmoHone redeuntem mar9 de- 
tfmrassetj'^onne illo btne actum foret f — Nunc annoirum ad" 
Jtctio paudssimorumy virumlibertfdi Ron suae tantum sedpub^ 
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otanis.* If thus to act is a merit of the most sope- • 
nor kind ; if, in all ages, the nomber has been far 

ii£4B nalum, cotgit CiBsaremfugerej Pompeium $equL It is evi- - 
deot, then, that this actioD was so tax from being deemed un- 
justifiable in the opinion of the ancients, (by which alone it 
can be fairly examined,) that the noblest of their moralists 
has chosen it to complete the glory, and grace the exit of 
his favourite hero. It must unquestionably, therefore, have 
been founded upon some circumstances that reconciled it to 
that law of nations which then prevailed in the workL Ac- 
cordingly, it appears, by some passages in Cicero^s orations, . 
that ttie republic had an ancient claim to these dominions ; 
for Alexander, king of Egypt, to whose territories Cyprus • 
belonged, appointed the Roman commonwealth his general 
heir ; and though the senate did not judge proper, at that 
juncture, to assert their full right under bis will, they thought 
it, however, a sufficient title to possess themselves of Alex- 
ander's effects. From that time ddwn to the date of Cato's 
commission, frequent attempts had been made in the senate 
to enforce their right under the will ; and a decree had ac- 
tually passed for that purpose. But as this decree was pro- 
tested against by some tribunes, it had never been carried 
into execution. Thus far it should seem that Cato's com- 
mission was not founded upon a mere arbitrary exertion of 
power, but on a right which had long before received the 
sanction of the senate, and which had already in part been 
vindicated to the public. In the next place, the inhabi- 
tants of Cyprus were extremely oppressed under the go- 
vernment of Ftoleniy,and desirous of transferring their sub- 
jection to the Romans. Paterculus represents this prince as 
one who well deserved the punishment he suffered ; omnifttcs 
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' less considerable of those who knew how to subdue 
their desires, than to vanquish their enemies ; he, 
that has given an instance of both, cannot certain- 
ly but be deemed, in Cato's estimation at least, to 



morum viYtts, says he, earn contumeHam meritum. And Dion 
Cassios expressly declares, that the Cyprians received Cato, 
*' ovK cutovarwq, hoping that, from slaves, as they were be- 
*' fore, they should be raised into the number of the friends 
** and allies of Rome." But, to consider this question in 
another view : what probable reason of personal interest 
can be assigined for Cato^s undertaking this office ? It could 
not be from a spirit of avarice $ for it is unanimously con- 
fessed, that he discharged it with the most unspotted inte- 
grity. It could pot be from a motive of ambition ; for he 
refused all the honours, upon this occasion, which his coun- 
try would have paid him. It could not be from a servile 
compliance with the power of Clodius ; for he died rather 
. than submit even to that of Caesar. Upon the whole, there- 
fore, it seems reasonable to assert, that Cato acted in this 
instance, as in all others, upon a principle of disinterested 
patriotism, and consistently with the strictest maxims of 
Pagan morality.— P/u^. in vit Caton. OraL in Rul. i. 1. 11. 
16. Vel, Paterc. ii. 45. Dio, p. 101. Senec, Consol. ad 
Marc. 80. 

* Cato took a voyage into Asia, in order to inform him- 
self of the strength and disposition of these easiem provin- 
ces; and it was upon this occasion that he entered into a 
personal friendship with Deiotarus, who paid him the ho- 
nours of his court with singular marks of esteem and consl- 
deration.~Plu^ in vit, Caton. 
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have strengthened his claim to the honoors of lus 
country^ and to have improTed the spkndoar of his 
military achieyements^ by the more unnsaal lustre 
of his civil conduct 

Let me, in the last place> and as in diffidence of 
my own solicitations, call in philosophy for my ad- 
vocate ; than which nothing has ever afforded me 
a more sensible satisfaction. The truth is, she is ^ 
one of the noblest blessings that the gods have be- 
stowed on man. At her shrine we have both of 
us, from oar earliest years, paid our joint and equal 
adorations; and while she has been thought by 
some the companion only of indolent and secluded 
speculatists, we (and we alone, I had almost said) 
have introduced her into the world of business, and 
familiarized her with the most active and impor- 
tant scenes. She, therefore, it is that now solicits 
you in my behalf; and when Philosophy is the sup- 
pliant, Cato, surely, can never refuse. To say all in 
one word, be well assured, if I should prevail with 
you to concur in procuring a decree I so much wish 
to obtain, I shall consider myself as wholly indebt- 
ed for that honour to your authority and friendship. 
Farewell. 
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LETTER 11. 

[A. U. 703.] 
MARCUS CATO TO CICERO. 

The affection I bear both to you aod to the re- 
public, induces me, very sincerely, to rejoice in 
finding that you exercise the same integrity and 
vigilance in the conduct of our arms abroad, as dis- 
tinguished your administration of our most impor- 
tant affairs at home. I have, therefore, paid your 
actions that honour which was most consistent with 
my judgment ; and in speaking to this question be- 
fore the senate, as well as afterwards, when I assist- 
ed in drawing up the decree that has passed in your 
favour, t applauded the probity and prudence with 
which you have protected your province, preserved 
the crown and person of Ariobarzanes, and conci- 
liated the affections of our allies in general. 

If you rather choose, however, that we should 
ascribe to the gods those advantages which the re- 
public has gained entirely by your own consum- 
mate wisdom and probity, I am glad the senate has 
passed a decree for that purpose. But if you are 
willing that fortune should have the credit of your 
actions, a$ supposing a public thanksgiving neces- 
sarily opens your way to a triumph, I must observe^ 
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that the latter is not always a consequence of the 
former. Yet> granting it were^ is it not far more 
to the honour of a general, to have it declared, by 
a vote of the senate^ that he preserved his province 
by the mildness and equity of his administration, 
than that he owed it either to. the strength of his 
troops, or to the peculiar interposition of Provi- 
dence ? Such, at least, were my sentiments, when 
this question came before the house ; and if I have 
employed more words than usual in explaining 
them, it was from a desire of convincing you, that, 
though I proposed to the senate what I thought 
would be most for the advantage of your reputa- 
tion^ I rejoice that they have determined what is 
most agreeable to your wishes. I have only to re- 
quest the continuance of your friendship, and to en- 
treat you steadily to persevere in those paths of in- 
tegrity which you have hitherto pursued, both in 
respect to our allies and the republic* Farewell. 

* This letter (to speak in the virtuoso language) is an 
unique, and extremely valuable, as being the only composi- 
tion that has been transmitted to us from the hands of Ca- 
to. It confirms what Plutarch expressly asserts, that Ca- 
to's manners were by no means of a rough and unpolished 
cast, as no refusal could have been drawn up in more de- 
cent and civil terms. A judicious eye, however, cannot but 
discern through this veil of politeness, the nice touches of a 
delicate and concealed raillery, which Cicero, nevertheless, 
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LETTER in. 

[A. U. T03.] 

TO CAIUS MARCELLUS,* CONSUL. 

Nothing could be more agreeable to my wishes, 
than that the question, concerning the honours due 
. to my military services, should come before the se- 
nate at a time when you are consul, as it will afiR>r4 
you an opportunity of gratifying that uncommon 
aseal for my interests, which I have upon all occa- 
sions experienced from every branch of your fami- 
ly. Let me entreat you, therefore, when the letter 
I have addressed to the senate shall be laid before 
that assembly, to exert your influence in procuring 
a decree in my favour of the most distinguished 
kind. I persuade myself, you will find no difficul- 
ty in complying with this request; as the senate^ 
I trust, will by no means be averse to my preten- 
sions. If there were any of your family, whose 
friendship I enjoyed in a higher degree than yours, 
I should have applied to you by their intervention. 
Buty though no man ever entered more warmly in- 
thought proper to dissemble, as will appear by his answer 
to this letter in the following Book. See Book vi. let 10. 

♦ See p. 37. note. 
VOL. II. K 
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to my interests tkau your father; though the esteem 
which your relatioa Marcus Marcelliis has long en- 
tertained for me, is conspicuous to the whole world; 
and, in a word, though all your family in general 
have ever honoured me with the most signal marks 
of their regard, yet there is not one of them who 
hath a£R>rded me stronger instances of affection 
than yourself. I conjure yoii, then, to distinguish 
me with the highest honours; and let* me expe- 
rience, in the afiair of my thanksgivings as well as 
in every other wherein the glory of my reputation 
is concerned, that I want no solicitor to reconmiend 
me to your good offices. FarewelL 

IJETTER IV. 

[A. U. 70S.] 
TO LUCIUS PAULUS,* CONSUL. 

Among many reasons for wishing myself with 
you at Rome, the principal was, that I might, both 
at your election, and in the course of your consular 
ministry, have given you proofs of that zeal to which 
you hdhe so undoubted a right. I am sensible^ at 
the same time, that the unanimity with which you 
were chosen, (and of which, indeed, I never enter- 



* See p. 39. note. 

8 
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tained the least doubt^ woidd have rendered my as« 
KStaDoe ia that article altogether onnecesaary ; and 
I sincerely wish you may have as little occaskm 
for it in the subsequent discharge of your office. 
However, I riiould have had the satisfaction, at 
least, of seconding your views in both. It is a 
great concern to me, I confess, wh^i I reliecty that, 
notwithstanding I experienced many important in- 
stances <^ your afiection during my consulship, I 
am yet utterly incapable of making any return in 
yours. And what renders this reflecdon stiil more 
mortifying, is, that you were bnt a 3roung man 
when you thus generously displayed the efiects of 
y&uT friendship; whereas, I son at a time of Ufe 
when much greater advantages might well be ex- 
pected from mine. I know not, in truth, by what 
£aitality it i^, that you have coetinualiy had oppor- 
tunities of advancing nnf dignities, and that I have 
never been able to contribute any thing but inef- 
fectual good wishes to yours. Thus, as not only in 
the instance I just new mentioned, but in the article 
of my restoration, I was indebted to you for the 
highest honours ; so a fresh occasion now piresents 
itself to you of distinguishing me, as my military 
achieveme]^ have happened to fall within the pe- 
riod of your consulate. The dignity of that office 
with which you are invested, and the importance 
of those honours I am suing for, might well re- 
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quire that I should address you in all the warmth 
of solicitation ; but I dare not yenture thus to press 
you, lest it should look as if I forgot, or at least 
imagined that you had forgotten, your usual dispo- 
sition to serve me. I will make my request, there- 
fore, in few words ; and it will be treating you in a 
manner more agreeable, I dare say, to your own 
inclinations, as well as to those favours which all 
the world is sensible I have received at your hands. 
If any others, indeed^ than you and your colleague, 
were in possessidn of the consular office, 3'ou are 
the first man whose mediation I should have em- 
ployed in order to render the consuls favourable to 
my pretensions. But as this high authority is vest- 
ed in you, with whom I have the strongest and 
most conspicuous connexions, I cannot scruple to 
conjure your assistance in speedily procuring a de- 
cree of the most illustrious kind in my favour; an 
honour which you will find, by the letter I have 
addressed to the senate, that my arms are not un- 
worthy of receiving. I recommend, then, my re- 
putation, and indeed my concerns of every sort, to 
your generous patronage. But, above all, I be- 
seech you, (and it is a request I mentioned in my 
former letter,) that you would, not suffer the time 
of my continuance here to be prolonged. It is 
much my desire, in truth, to see you in your con- 
sular office ; and I doubt not of obtaining from your 
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administratioD, every advantage, both here and in 
Italy, that I most wish to enjoy. Farewell, 

LETTER V. 

[A. U. 703.J 

MARCUS C(EUUS TO CICERO. 

You have been informed, I doubt not, that Dola- 
bella has exhibited articles of impeachment against 
Appius;* and this prosecution seems to be more 
agreeable to the world in general than I imagined. 
Appius, however, has acted with great prudence 
upon the occasion ; for, as soon as his adversary 
had lodged his information, he withdrew his peti- 
tion for a triumph, and immediately entered the 
city.f By these means he silenced the reports to 
his disadvantage ; as he appeared more willing to 
take his trial than his prosecutor expected. Appius 
relies greatly in this conjuncture upon your assist- 
ance ; and I am persuaded you are not disincline^ 

t He was prosecuted by Dolabella in two distinct |m* 
peachments. The flnt was, for being gailty of ^reason in 
his gOYemment of Cilicia ; and tlie otlier, for bribery and 
corruption in his election to the consulate.-r£p. Fam* iii» 
11. 

f See p. 84. note. 



150 THE LETTERS book v. 

to serve him. You hare it uow in yeor power* to 
do so, as far as yoa shall think proper ; though, I 
must add, you would he more at liberty to limit 
your good offices towards hun, if you and he had 
never been upon ill terms together. But, as the 
case now stands, were you to measure out your ser- 
vices by the right he has to demand them, it might 
be suspected that you were not sincere in your re- 
concilement ; whereas, you can hazard no ceasure 
by obliging him ; as you will shew, that you afe 
not to be discouraged from acting a generous part, 
even where friendship f might incline you to the 
contrary. This reminds me of acquainting you, 
that Dolabella's wife obtained a divorce just upon 
the commencement of this prosecation. I remem- 
ber the commission :( ywi left me when you set out 



* As one of Dolabella's impeachments against Appias 
was for his mal-practices in Cilicia, it was extremely in 
the power of Cicero to serre Appius in those examinations 
which were necessary to be taken in his province. 

f ToDolabella. 

i It seems probable, from this passage, that there was 
some prospect of a divorce between Dolabella and Us wife 
before Cicero left Rome ; and (hast the latter had commis- 
sioned Ccelius, in case this event should happen, to take 
some measures for procuring a match between Dolabella 
and his daughter Tullia. There will be occasion to make 
great use of this circumstance in a note upon a letter in the 
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for the proTince ; as, I dare say, you have not for** 
gotten what I afterwank wrote to yoa concerning 
that a£&ir. I have not time to enlarge upon it at 
present; only let me advise you, how much soever 
you may relish the scheme, to wait the event of 
this trial before you discover your sentiments^ I(^ 
indeed, your incbnatioos should be known, tt will 
raise a very invidious clamour against you; and, 
should you give Bolabella the least intimation of 
them, they will certainly beccnne more public than 
will be convenient either for your interest or your 
honour. He would undoubtedly be unable to con- 
ceal a circumstance so advantageous to his present 
views, and which would give so much credit to the 
prosecution in which he is engaged; and, lam per- 
suaded, he would scarce refrain from making it the 
subject of his conversation, notwithstanding he were 
sure the discovery would prove to his prejudice. 
Pompey, I am told, interests himself extremely in 
behalf of Appius; insomuch, that it. is generally 
imagined he has a design of sending one at his 
sons in order to solicit you in his favour. Mean 
while, we are in the humour here of accjuitting all 
criminals; notiiiug, in truth, so base or so villainous 
can be perpetrated, that is not sure of escaping 

following Book $ and, therefore, it is here pointed ont for 
the reader*s particular observation. See Book vi. let. 1, 
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punishmeiit You will perceive how wonderously 
active oar consuls are in their office, when I tell 
you, that they have not yet been able to procure a 
single decree of the senate, except one for appoint- 
ing the Latian* festivals. Even our friend Curio 
has not hitherto acted with any spirit in his tribu- 
nate; as indeed it is impossible to describe the ge- 
neral indolence that has seized us. If it were not 
for my contests with the vintners and the survey- 
ors of the public aqueducts, all Rome would appear 
in a profound lethargy. In short;, I know not to 
what degree the Parthians may have animated you; 
but as for us, in this part of the world, we are fast 
asleep. But, how much soever we may want to be 
awakened, I hope it will not be by the Parthians, 
It is reported, nevertheless, though I know not on 
what foundation, that they have gained some slight 
advantage over the troops of Bibulus, near Mount 
Amanus. 

Since I wrote the above, I must recal what I said 
concerning Curio; thexrdd fit is at length expelled, 
by the tvarmih of those censures to which the levi- 
ty of his conduct has exposed him. For, not being 
able to carry his point with respect to the interca- 
lation, f he has deserted the inteiest of the senate, 

♦ Thi. festival was instUated by Tarquin, in memory of 
Ins conquest of Etruria. 
+ See Vol. I. p. 289. note. 
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and harangued the people in favour of Caesar.* He 
threatens^ likewise^ to propose a Viarian law^ some- 
yvhai of the same tendency with the Agrarian one 
which was formerly attempted by Rullus;t as al- 

* It has already been obsenred, in the course of these 
notes, that Curio secretly favoured the interest of CsBsar, 
at the same time that he affected to act in concert with the 
friends of the senate. But circumstances being now mature 
for throwing aside the masky he seized the first opportunity 
of quarrelling with his party. With this view, he applied 
to the pontifical college for an intercalation, in order to 
lengthen out the period of his tribunitial ministry. This he 
knew would not be granted, as having before raised, it is 
probable, some suspicion of his real designs. The refusal, 
however, furnished him with the pretence he wanted, and 
gave a colour (such as it was) to the desertion he had long 
nieditated.— Z)i'o, p. 149. 

f RuUus was tribune of the people iu the consulate of 
Cicero, by whose address and eloquence the law which 
RuUns attempted to introduce was njected. " These laws 
" (as Dr Middleton obsenres) '* used to be greedily recei- 
** ved by the populace, and were proposed, therefore, by 
*^ factious magistrates, as oft as they had any point to car- 
** ry with the multitude against the public good ; but this 
** law (of RuUus) was, of aU others, the most extravagant, 
** and, by a shew of granting more to the people than had 
** ever been given before, seemed likely to be accepted. 
*' The purpose of it was, to create a decemvirate, or ten 
'* commissioners, with absolute power fDr five years over 
** all the revenues of the republic, to distribute them at 
''^pleasure to the citizens ; to sell and buy what lands they 
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so another, empowering the^Sdiles to distribute cwa 
among the people. 

If you should determine (as I thii^ yoa oi^t) 
to employ your good offices in behalf of Appios, I 
beg you would take that opportunity of recommends 
ing me to his favour. Let me prevail with you, 
likewise, not to declare yourself with respect to2>o- 
labella ; as your leaving that pmat at large will be 
of singular importance, not only to the afl&ir I hint 
at> but also in regard to the opinion the world will 
entertain of your justice and honour. 

Will it not be a high reflection upon you, if I 
•hould not be furnished with some Grecian pan* 
thers ? Farewell. 



" thought fit $ to determine the rights of the principal 
'<*po8S«t88ors$ to require an account from all the generals 
''abroad, except Pompey, of the spoils taken in their 
** wars ; to settle colonies wheresoever they Judged pro- 
^ per» and particularly at Capua; and, in short, Uf com- 
'* mand all the money and forces in .the empire.'* — Life of 
Tulhf, i. 161. 8to edit. 
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LETTER VI. 
[A. U. TOS.] 

FROM THE SAME. 

I KNOW not bow soon you may wish to resign 
your government; but, for my own part, my im- ' 
patience for your return is in proportion to the good 
fortune that has hitherto attended your arms.— - 
Whilst you continue in the province^ therefore, I 
shall be under perpetual apprehensions, lest some 
imlncky reverse should damp the joy I take in your 
late successful expedition. 

I have time to write but a very few words, as I 
convey this by the hands of the courier to the far- 
mers of the revenue, who is just setting out; and, 
indeed, i sent you a long letter yesteMay by your 
freedman. Nothing has since occurred worth 
communicating; unless you should have curiosity 
enough to think (as I imagine you will) that the 
following articles deserve notice. In the first place, 
then,Comificius is upon the point of being married 
to the youngest daughter of Sylla; and, in the next, 
Paula Valeria, on the very day her husband was ex- 
pected from his government, procured a divorce, 
without alleging the least caqse. She is to be mar* 
ried to Decimus Brutus. Several very extraordina- 
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ry incidents of the same kind have happened do. 
ring your absence. Bat would you have suspected, 
that Servius Ocella was so well with the ladies, as 
to have been twice discovered in close gallantry 
within the space of three short days ? If you a^ 
me, where the scene of this amorous adventure was 
laid ? In sad truths my friend^ ^vhere l least wished ; 
but for the rest, I leave you to enquire of others.* 
And a pleasant piece of intelligence it will be for 
our noble general to leam^ in whose fair quarters 
the luckless Ocella was seized I Farewell. 

LETTER VIL 

[A. U, 7030 
TO APPIUS PULCHER. 

I WILL answer your letter more fully than I can 
at present, the very first moment I shall have more 
leisure. In the mean while, I snatch the bpportu- 
nity of sending this by the hands of some domestics 
of Brutus, who just now called upon me at Lao- 
^icea, and are returning with all expedition to 

♦ One would almost suspect, from the reserved maimer 
ifl wbich Coelius relates this adventure, that he had a sta- 
ring reason on his brow, (as the jpoct humorously calls it,) 
for not being more ej^plicit* 
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Home. They are in so mach haste^ that I have 
only time to write this« and another to Brutus. 

The deputies from Apamea delivered your long 
letter to me, wherein you very unjustly accuse me 
of having obstructed, by my mandates, the public 
monument* which that city proposed to raise. ' You 
desire I would suffer them to proceed immediately 
upon the execution of that design, lest they should 
be prevented by the winter; and very severely re- 
proach me for having suspended the assessments 
for that purpose till I should be able to enquire in- 
to the justice of raising them. This, you tell me, 
was in some sort an absolute prohibition; since the 
winter would necessarily be set in, before I could 
return out of Cilicia in order to examine into that 
afiair. Having thus stated the several articles of 



* tt was usual with these Asiatic provinces, to consecrate 
temples to their Roman governors, and associate them with 
the gods In the same common ceremonies of religious wor- 
ship. Probably, therefore, the building which the city of 
Apamea proposed to erect, was some compliment to Appius 
of this sacred kind. The very ingenious Monsieur Mongault 
has shewn, in a learned dissertation which he read before 
the Royal Academy of Bellet Lettrtt at Paris, that the di- 
vine honours, which were paid to the Roman Emperors, 
were only a continuance of the same infamous prostitution 
which liad been practised during the times of the republic. 
Phd, in vit. Flamin. Memoires de litierat. Vol. I. p. 369. 
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your diarge, I will now sbew yoa that they are al- 
together unreasonable. In the first place, then, as 
I had received complaints on the part of those who 
thought themselves aggrieved by excessive taxes, 
where was the injustice, if i forbade these subsidies 
to be levied till I could examine into the merits of 
the case ? But this, it seems, I could not be able 
to efiect, till the winter. Yet why not } let me 
ask : since it was the part of those who made these 
complaints to wait upon me, rather than mine to 
attend them. But yon will object, perhaps, to the 
reasonableness of laymg these people under the 
difficulty of taking so Jong a jouniey. Yet this 
journey yoa yourself must necessarily have design- 
ed they should take, when yon gave them your let- 
ter to deliver to me. And deliver it they accord- 
ingly did ; but they timed it so absurdly, that though 
it was to desire they might be permitted to begin 
their work during the summer, they did not bring 
it to me till that season was expired. I must ac- 
quaii^ you, however, that for the greater part of 
these very citizens are averse to the levying this, 
tax in question; nevertheless, I shall take such 
measures, for that purpose, as I imagine will prove 
most agreeable to your inclinations. And thus 
much for this Apamean business. 
I am informed, by Pausanias^ a freedman of Len- 
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talus, and one of my occenBon,* that you complain 
to him of my having treated you with gre^ haughti- 
ness and inciFility by not coming to meet you in 
3rour approach to Iconiom. The fact, hovrover, is 
this : I received « message irom you late at night, 
acquainting me that you proposed to giye me an 
interview in that city before the next morning ; but 
yoiur servant could not inform me which of the two 
roads you intended to take. In order, therefore, 
that I might be ready to attend you, I dispatched 
your iriend Varro, together with Lepta, the cap- 
tain of my artillery, directing them to take different 
roads, and whichever should meet you first, to re» 
turn with immediate notice. Accordingly Lepta 
came back with great expedition ; and assuring me 
that you had actually passed the camp, I instantly 
went to Iconium.- What followed I need not men- 
tion. And now is it probable, that I, who am ra- 
ther apt to be more assiduous in offices of this kind, 
than my station and character require, should ne- 
glect to pay the accustomed, honours to Appius 
Claudius; to one dignified with the august title of 
Impercaor ; and what is still stronger, to my friend ? 
But, not to dwell any longer upon this article, I can- 
not forbear taking notice of an expression you made 

• The accenson were oflicers who attended on the pro- 
ronsular magistrates in their coarts of justice. 
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use of to the same person. " A compliment of this 
** kiiid^ you told him> had mutually passed between 
*' you and Lentulus ; * and did Cicero take upon 
** himself to act towards a person of your quality 
•' with less ceremony ? " But can it be true, that 
so weak an expression should drop from a man of 
your improved understanding, and knowledge of 
the world ; I will add too, (what the stoics justly 
rapk in the number of social virtues) of your refin- 
ed good breeding? Can you possibly believe me 
so mean^ as to be influenced more by the distinc* 
tions of birth, than of merit ? I have ever, indeed, 
held the founders of illustrious families as truly 
great; but never could I esteem the splendid names 
they transmitted to their posterity, as objects of 
my admiration. These were my sentiments even 
before I had myself attained what the world consi- 
ders as the highest honours. But now, after having 
filled the most distinguished posts in the common- 
wealth, with a character that leaves nothing more 
for my ambition to wish; though I am far from 
thinking myself superior to those of your rank, I 
hoped, however, that I might be deemed their 
equal. I am persuaded, at least, that I have been 
always regarded as such, not only by Lentulus, to 



« Lentulus was predecessor to Appins in the government 
of Cilicia ; as Appius was to Cicero. 
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whom I yield the preference to myself in every re- 
spect, hut hy Pompey likewise, whom I look upon 
as the greatest man the world has ever produced. 
But if you differ from them in ihis opinion, I w(Aild 
recommend the writings of Athenodorus^ to your 
attentive penisal ; as they will teach you to form 
a more just distinction between high birth and true 
nobility* f 

But not to deviate farther from the purpose of 
my letter, I beg you would do me the justice to 
believe, not only that I am your friend, but that I 
am most affectionately so ; the truth of which I 
shall endeavour to evince, by every means in n)y 
power. Nevertheless, if you are disposed to make 
the world suspect that you have less i-eason to take 
my interest under your protection during my ab- 
sence, than I had to act for yours in the same cir- 
cumstance, I willingly spare you the trouble : 

There want not chiefs in such a cause to fight, 
And Jove himself shall guard a monarch's right. { 

But, notwithstanding you should give me reason to 
think that you are of a temper too apt to take of- 



« He was preceptor to Augustus Caesar. Manut, 
f SeeVol. l.p. 107. note. 

i Horn. Pope's transiat. These lines are taken from the 
speech of Agamemnon to Achilles, in the first Iliad, where 
VOL, II. L 
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fence, you will not, howevtr, extinguish my desire 
of exerting my best services in your behalf; you 
will only render me less solicitous in what manner 
yov may receive them. 

Thus I have opened my heart to you with a free- 
dom that results fVom the conscious sincerity of my 
friendship towards you ; and which, as it was found- 
ed on dispassionate judgment, I shall preserve just 
as long as may be agreeable to your own indina- 
tions. Farewell. 

LETTER Vni. 

• [A. U. 703.1 

TO CAIUS CASSIUS,* PROQUiESTOR. 

My own inclinations have anticipated your re- 
commendation; I have long since received Marcus 



the latter threatens to withdraw his forces from the com- 
mon cause. Cicero seems to apply them in particular al- 
lusion to his interest with Pompey ; who, at this time, was 
the great idol at his devotion, and the political Jove, at 
whose shrine he most devoutly bowed. 

* He attended Crassus into Syria, as his quaestor ; who, 
being killed in an engagement against the Parthians, as has 
been related in Vol. I. p. 130. note, the administration de- 
volved upon Casshis. He seems, when this letter was writ- 
ten, to have been setting out, if not actually upon the road, 
3 
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Fabius into the number of my friends. He has 
extremely endeared himself to me^ indeed, by his 
great politeness and elegance of manners ; but par- 
ticularly by the singular affection I have observed 
be bears towards you. Accordingly, though your 
letter in his behalf was not without efiPect> yet my 
own knowledge of the regard he entertains for you, 
had somewhat more ; you may be assured, there- 
fore, I shall very faithfully confer upon him the 
good offices you request 
Many reasons concurred to make me wish you 

frMoi that province. Soon after his return to Rome, the 
ciyU war broke ont, in which he commanded a very con- 
siderable fleet on the side of Pompey ; bat, upon the defeat 
of that general in the plains of Pharsalia, he surrendered 
both himself and his ships to the conqueror. See Book vii. 
Let. 96. note. It is unnecessary to mention the part which 
Cassiiw afterwards acted towards his benefactor, as every 
body knows that he was the principal contriver and manager 
of the conspiracy against Caesar. Plutarch asserts, that he 
engaged in this design from his passionate love of liberty ; 
but the contemporaries of Cassins thought otherwise, and 
it was generally believed |n Rome, that he was actuated, 
upon that occasion, more by pique than patriotism. It is 
probable, indeed, that the former was his strongest, if not 
his single motive ; for his oppressive and tyrannical con- 
dact, during his administration of the province of Syria, 
renders it not very reasonable to suppose that he was a real 
friend to the natural rights of mankind. Plut. in vit,Brut» 
Cie, BpisL Fam. viii. 10. See Let. 14. of Book iv. 
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could have given me an interview. In the first 
place, I was desirous, after so tedious a separation, 
to see a friend wliom I have long esteemed. In 
the next place, I should have been glad to have 
expressed those congratulations in person, which I 
have already paid you in a letter. I wanted, like- 
wise, an opportunity of conferring with you upon 
our mutual affairs, as well as of confirming a firiend- 
ship founded on many reciprocal good offices, though 
interrupted, indeed, by a long absence. But, since I 
could not obtain the pleasure of a nearer conference, 
let me take the advantage, at least, of this more dis- 
tant communication ; and which, in most respects, 
will answer the same purpose. There is one or 
two, however, I must except, as it can neither afibrd 
me a satisfaction equal to that of seeing you, nor a 
mean of rendering you so sensible of the joy I feel 
in your late success. But though I have already 
expressed my congratulations in a former letter, I 
will here again assure you, that I very sincerely re- 
joice, not only in the illustrious actions you have 
performed,^ but at your very opportune departure. 



* Cassius, aft^r the death of Crassus, and the total de- 
feat of his army, conducted back the remains of the Ro- 
man troops into Syria, and shut himself up in Antiochia. 
But, upon the approach of the Parthians towards that city, 
he sallied out ; and, by his bravery and conduct having re- 
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amidst the general esteem and applauses of the 
whole province. 

And now, what I had farther to say, if we had 
met, related to our mutual afiairs ; a point, however, 
which may full as well be discussed in this manner. 
With regard to your own, when I consider your in- 
terest in general, I cannot but advise you to hasten 



pulsed the eneqny, he continued harassing their retreat till 
he drove them entirely out of Syria. It is upon this success 
that Cicero's congratulations are fobnded; but they are 
congratulations in which he was by no means sincere. For, 
is some letters to Atticus, written about this time, he speaks 
of Cassius as having magnified his actions to the senate much 
beyond the truth ; and even claims a share with him in the 
glory of repulsing the Parthians. It was the news, he says, 
of his being upon the march in order to assist Cassius, that 
animated his courage, and spread such terror among the 
enemy, as induced them to retreat. Bat this (as the very 
ftigenious French translator of the letters to Atticus, ob- 
serves) was ascribii^ to himself an honour to which he had 
certainly no right. For Cicero was at a great distance 
from Antiochia when the Parthians retreated from that 
city $ which the bravery of Cassius, together with their 
own inexperience in the nature of regular sieges, were the 
only causes of their abandoning. An observation, there- 
fore, of Cicero's own, may serve, perhaps, as a proper con- 
clusion to this remark : Deforme est de se-ipso pradicarep 
falso prtssertim ; et cum irrisione audimtium imitari militem 
gloHomm, Dio. p. 1S4. Ad Att. v. 20, 81. Mong. Tra- 
duct. Vol, III. p. 148. rem. 9. De Offic. 1. 38. 
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to Rome. When I left the dty, there was not the 
least appearance of any designs to your prejudice ; 
and, I am persuaded your returning thither, while 
the success of your arms is fresh upon the minds 
of the people, will ensure you a reception greatly 
to your honour. The reason for hastening your 
journey will hold still stronger, if you are convin- 
ced that you shall be able to defeat those prosecu- 
tions which you are apprehensive, it seems, may 
be brought against some of your officers ; as no- 
thing will place your character in a more advan- 
tageous light, than a victory of this kind. But, if 
you imagine the charge can be made good against 
them, it merits your consideration, whether your 
arrival in Rome will not happen in a conjuncture 
very unfavourable for such a circumstance. Upon 
the whole, you yourself are most capable of deter- 
mining this question, as you are the best judge of 
your own strength. If you think you shall triumph 
over your adversaries, it is a circumstance, undoubt- 
edly, that will raise your general credit; but if you 
. are clear that the reverse will prove the case, you 
will certainly be less mortified by thq distant re- 
flections of the world, than if you were placed with- 
in the hearing of their malicious censures. 

As to my own affairs, I must repeat the request 
of my last, and entreat you to exert your utmost 
endeavours that my continuance here may not be 



BOOK V. OF CICERa 167 

extended beyood the period limited by the senate 
and the people. I urge this request, as one upon 
which all my hopes depend; and entreat you to 
act in it with a proportionable zeaJ. You will find 
Paulus''^ extremely well disposed to co-operate with 
you upon this occasion; sis also both Curio and 
Furnius.+ 

I have only to add the last article I mentioned, 
as an inducement for desiring an interview; I mean, 
in order to renew and confirm the pledges of our 
mutual friendship. I persuade myself it will not 
be necessary to employ many wprds for that pur- 
pose. You discovered, indeed, an early dispositicfti 
to be thus united with ipe ; as, on my part, I a^ 
lyays considered it as my partipular honour. I 
found it too my great support, in the season of my 
misfortunes. Let me add, i|i farther claim to its 
continuance, that I have contracted, since your 
absence, a great intimaqy with your relation Bru- 
tus.:j: I promise myself much satisfaction from the 
(society of two such ingenious friends, as well as 
very high advantages from your imited services : 
sufifer me not, I conjure you, Ao conceive this hope 



• One of the present consals. 
+ Tribunes of the people. 

-^ Brutus was at this time married to Junia, the sister of 
Cassias. 
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in vain. In the mean time, I beg to hear &om 
you immediately, as I desire, likewise, you would 
write to me, very frequently^ when you return to 
Rome. Farewell. 

LETTER IX. 

lA, U. 703.] 

TO MARCUS GCBUUS, CURULE-ADILE. 

The very worthy and learned Marcus Fabius ♦ 
is a person with whom I am most intimately con- 
nk;ted. He strongly, indeed, engages my affec- 
tion, not only by his superior genius and erudition, 
but by that uncommon niodesty which adorns them. 
I entreat you, therefore, to undertake his cause with 
the same warmth as if it were my own. I know 
you fine orators are so much employed, that a man' 
must have committed murder at least, ere he can 
hope that his afiairs are of significancy enough to 
claim your assistance. In the present instance, 
however, I will take no excuse; and if I have any 
share in your regard, ^ yop will give up all other 
business, when Fabius requires your services. 

« This seems to be the person mentioned in the foregoing 
letter, in whose behalf Cassius had written to Cicero. The 
following epistle is, likewise, in favour of the same friend, 
and upon the same occasion. 
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The severity of the winter has prevented my re* 
ceiving any dispatches from Rome, a considerable 
time. I am extremely impatient^ therefore^ to hear 
what is going forward amongst yon, and particular-* 
ly what my friend Co&lias is doing. Farewell. 

LETTER X. 

[A. U. 703.] 

TO CURTIUS PEDUCiE^NUS, PIUETOR.* 

I HAVE long enjoyed an intimacy with Marcus 
Pabius, for whom I sincerely profess the most ten- 
der regard. I do not, however> desire to influence 
your judgment in the suit which he has depending 
before yott> as I am sure you will not depart from 
those rules of equity which your honour obliges 
you to observe, and which your prescribed to your- 
self when you first entered upon your office.t My 
only request is, (and it is a request I most earnest- 
ly make^) that you would allow him to wait upon 

* The pneton were next in rank and power to the con- 
nils, and their office somewhat resembled tliat of our chief 
justices. Soe p. 76. note. 

f The several prsetors^ before they entered upon theif 
office, drew up and publbhed a sort of formulary, which 
they intended to observe in their respective administrations 
of justice. JRosin, Anti^: Rom* vii. TOO. 
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yoo, and would fayoor his claim so far as justice is 
on his side. In a word, let me entreat you to shew 
him, that my friendship can ayail him even at this 
dlistance. Farewell. 

LETTER XL 

[A. U. 708.] 

TO APPIUS PULCHEK. 

I HAVE at last received a letter from you, written 

in a spirit worthy of yourself, as it is conceived in 

terms full of a generous and candid friendship. It 

should seem indeed, that the very view of Rome 

had an immediate effect upon your temper, and re- 

ftored you to the agreeable possession of your usual 

good humour and politeness. I am sure, at leasts 

that the two complaining letters you wrote to me 

on your journey, ere you had left Asia, were such asi 

I could not read without reluctance. I will own too, 

that, conseiouB of the nviolable attachment which 

I have ever preserved to your interests, I could 

not forbear answering them with some warmth. 

The letter, indeed, which you delivered to my 

freedman, Philotimus, left me no room to doubt, 

that there were some persons in this province who 

were no well-wishers to our union. But I have 

the satisfaction to find, that, as soon as you came 
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to Rome> or rather as soon as you were met by 
your friends and family, you were convinced of 
that warm and constant testimony I gave of my 
friendship and esteem for you u[>on all occasions 
during your absence. You will easily imagine, 
then, with how much pleasure I read your assur- 
ance£^ that if any incident should arise wherein my 
reputation may be concerned, you will endeavour 
to make me an equal return* And though you 
doubt whether you shall be able effectually to do 
so, most certainly there is no reason to question it; 
for there is nothing, my friend^ which a sincere 
and zealous affection is not capable of performing* 
Notwithstanding I was well persuaded, in my 
own judgment, and had received frequent assur- 
ances, likewise, by the letters of my friends, that 
you would undoubtedly be honoured with a tri- 
umph, yet it afiK>rded me a singular pleasure to be 
confirmed* in this persuasion by your own hand. 
Believe me, however, I by no means rejoice in it 
from a selfish Epicurean principle, and as it may 
probably facilitate my own pretensions of the same 
kind, but as taking a sincere and disinterested share 



* When Cicero wrote this epistle, he had not received the 
letter from Coelius, wherein he gives him an account of Ap- 
pins having dropped his petition for a triamph. See the 
5th letter of this Book. 
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'in every increase of your dignities. I entreat you, 
'>then, as you have more frequent opportunities of 
'writing into this province than any other of my 
•iriends, that you would give me immediate notice 
as soon as you shall have 6btained the decree, 
which you have so much reason to expect, and 
which I so unfeignedly wish you. If the tedious 
resolutions of the long bench, as our friend Pompey 
calls the senate, should delay your hopes a few 
days, (and more than a few days they, surely, can- 
not delay them,) be confident, however, that they 
will at length distinguish you with those honours 
which are so justly your due. Again, therefore, I 
conjure you, as you give me yoicr affection, or would 
•preserve mine, to let me participate in the joy of 
this good news as early as possible. 

To this request I will join another, and remind 
you of executing your promise of sending me the 
completion of your treatise on augury.'^ I ask this, 
not only as being desirous of informing myself in 
the rites and principles of the sacred college, but 
as I receive with uncoinmon satisfaction every mark 
of your favour. As to the request you made me 
on your part, of returning you a compliment in the 
same kind, it is a point I must well consider. For 
it would ill become an author whom you havp so 

♦ See Ypl. I. p. 29^. note. 
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oflen applauded for the pains* he bestows upon 
his compositions^ to suffer any crude and inJig^ 
ed performance to come forth from his hands;, es* 
pecially upon an occasion that ^ould justly expose 

* <' 'Tis strange to see how differently the vanity of man- 
** kind runs in different times and seasons* 'Tis at pre;?ent 
'* the boast of almost every enterprizer in the Muses' art, 
** that, by his genius alone, and a natural rapidity of style 
** and thought, he is able to carry all before him ; that he 
'* plays with his business, does things in passin^^ at a ven- 
** ture, and in the quickest period of time* In the days of 
" attic elegance, as works were then truly of another form 
** and turn, so workmen were of another humour, and had 
'* their vanity of a quite contrary kind. They became ra- 
*' ther affected in endeavouring to discover the (kains they 
*• had taken to be correct. They were glad to insinuate 
** how laboriously, and with what expence of time» they 
** had brought the smallest work of theirs (as perhaps a 
'* single ode, or satire, an oration, or panegyric) to its per- 
'* fection. When they had so polished their piece, and ren- 
<* dered it so natural and easy, that it seemed only a lucky . 
" flight, a hit of thought, or flowing Vein of humour, they 
*' were then chiefly concerned, lest it should in reality pass 
<< for such, and their artifice remain undiscovered. They 
" were willing it should be known how serious their |.' ^y 
'* was, and how elaborate their freedom and facility, thiat 
'< they might say, as the agreeable and polite poet, glanc* jg 
" on himself, 

" Ludentis speciem dahit et *orgii«&ift«f ."— »Sballs. Char. 
1.233. 
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him to the censare^ not only of being gailty of neg- 
ligence^ but of a most ungrateful disrespect How- 
ever^ I may find some opportunity^ perhaps, of sa- 
tisfying both you and myself upon this article. In 
the mean time, I hope you will endeavour, in con- 
formity to your promise, that a public thanksgiv- 
ing, of the most distinguished kind, be decreed, as 
soon as possible, on account of my late victories ; 
and I am persuaded you will act with that zeal 
which is agreeable to your sincerity, and to the 
friendship which has long subsisted between us. I 
was somewhat later in my public dispatches for 
this purpose than I wished ; and as they were de- 
layed likewise by the difficulty of navigation at 
that season, they did not, I suppose, arrive before 
the senate was prorogued. It was the influence 
which your advice always has upon my judgment, 
that induced me to defer them ; and I am satisfied 
is was perfectly right not to acquaint the senate of 
my being saluted with the title of Imperator, till I 
had gained still farther advantages by my arms, 
and entirely completed the campaign. I confident- 
ly rely, therefore, upon the assistance you have 
promised me, and recpmmend to your protection 
whatever else concerns either my alFairs or my fa- 
mily. Farewell. 
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LETTER XIL 

[A. U. 708.3 
TO MARCUS CCELIUS. 

Would you imagine that I should ever be at A 
loss for words ! I do not mean of that chosen and 
elegant kind which are the privilege of you cele- 
brated orators^ but those of ordinary and common 
use. Yet^ believe me, I am utterly incapable of 
expressing the solicitude I feel concerning the re- 
solutions that may be taken in the senate, in re- 
gard to the provinces. I am extremely impatient^ 
indeed, to return to my friends at Rome, among 
which number you are principally in my thoughts. 
I will confess, likewise, that I am quite satiated of 
my government. For, in the first place, I have 
more reason to apprehend that some reverse of for- 
tune may deprive me of the glory I have here ac- 
quired, than to expect I shall be able to raise it 
higher. And, in the next place, I cannot but look 
upon the whole business of this scene as much in- 
ferior to my strength, which is both able and ac- 
customed to support a far more important weight 
I will acknowledge, too, that I am uneasy in the 
expectation of a very terrible war^ which is likely 

« With the Parthians. 
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to be kindled in this part of the worlds and which 
I may probably escape^ if I should obtain my dis- 
mission at the stated time* 

I do not forget the panthers you desired, and 
have given my orders to the persons usually em- 
ployed in hunting them; but these animals are 
exceedingly scarce with us. They; take it so un- 
kind, you must know, that they should be the on- 
ly creatures in my province for whom any snares 
are laid, that they have withdrawn themselves 
from my government, and are marched into Ca- 
ria. However, the huntsmen^ and particularly ho- 
nest Patischus, are making very diligent enquiry af- 
ter their haunts ; and all the game they can meet 
with shall certainly be yours; but. what the number 
will prove is altogether uncertain. Be well assured 
.the honour of your iEdileship is much my care, 
and this day particularly reminds me of it, as it is 
the festival of the Megalesian games."^ 

I hope you will send me a minute detail of our 
public affairs, as I have an entire dependence on 
the accounts which are transmitted to me by your 
hand. Farewell. 



4 The Megalefiian games were under the conduct of th^K 
cumle iEdiles, as well as those called the Ramani The leann- 
ed Manutius, therefore, conjectures, that the anniversary of 
the former reminded Cicero of the panthers which Coeliua 
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LETTER XIII. 

[A. U. 703.] 

TO THERMUS^ PROPRATOR. 

Your very generous treatment of Marcus Mar- 
cilius, the son of my friend and interpreter,* is a 
most obliging instance, among many others, of the 
regard you pay to my recommendations. He came 
to me at Laodicea, and expressed the highest gra- 
titude for the good offices you had conferred upon 
him, at my request As you see, therefore, that 
your favours are not bestowed upon those who are 
insensible of their yalue, I hope you will be the 



requested, in order to grace those shows he was to exhibit 
at the latter, which were celebrated with greater ^omp 
and magnificence. The nature of thie Roman gauges has al- 
ready been explained in p. 67. note. The Megal^iaii games 
were instituted in honour of the mother of the gods, and 
were fio cabled from Megalesia, (scil. o»aoq m; fAaya^mq 
vfd(f) a temple in Phrygia,from whence the statue and wor- 
ship of that goddess was brought to Rome. This festival 
commenced on the 4th of April, and continued six days. 

* The governors of provinces Were proMblted from using 
any other language than the Latin, in the fimctions of their 
ministry, for which reason they were always attended with 
interpreters. VaL Max. ii. S. 

VOL. II. M 
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more inclined to continue them. I entreat you 
then to interpose, as far as your honour will per- 
mit, in preventing a prosecution, wherein the mo- 
ther-in-law of this young man is likely to be in- 
Yolved. And though I strongly recommended Mar- 
cilius to you, in my former letter, yet it is with still 
greater warmth that I do so in this; as I have since 
received very singular, and, indeed, almost incre- 
dible proofs of his father's probity and fidelity du- 
ring the many months he has been engaged in my 
service. Farewell. 

LETTER XIV. 

[A. U. 703.] 

TO THE SAME. 

I'he report of a very considerable war being 
kindled in Syria, is confirmed to me by daily ex- 
presses. I take the liberty, therefore, in confidence 
of our mutual friendship, to press you so much the 
more strongly to dismiss my lieutenant Anneius as 
soon as possible. His military abilities, indeed, will 
render his advice and assistance of singular advan- 
tage in this conjuncture, both to myself and to the 
republic. Nothing could have induced him to leave 
me at this critical season, or, in truth, have prevail- 
ed with me to consent to his absence, but an affair 
8 
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of the last importance to hid interest. However, as 
I purpose to go into Cilicia* about the beginning of 
May, it is absolutely necessary he should return 
before that time. 

I will take this opportunity of most earnestly re- 
newing the request I made to you in person, and 
which I afterwards repeated in a letter, that you 
would employ your good offices in settling his con- 
test with the city of Sardis, agreeably to the justice 
of his cause, and the dignity of his character. I 
had the pleasure, when I talked with you upon this 
subject at Ephesus, to find you perfectly well dis- 
posed to assist him upon his own account. Let me 
add, however, that your adjusting this afiair to his 
satisfaction, will be performing the most acceptable 
service likewise to myself. I conjure you, there- 
fore, to dispatch it with all possible expedition*— 
Farewell. 



* Besides the province of Cilicia^ properly so called, 
there were three other acy oining districts annexed to Cice- 
ro*8 gotemment, in one of whidh he appears to have been 
at the time of writing this letter. 
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LETTER XV. 

[A. U. 703.] 

TO MARCUS CCBLIUS, CURULE-ADILE. 

Your very agreeable letters visit me but seldom ; 
perhaps, by some accident or other, they lose their 
way. How fall was thd last* tvhich came to my 
hands of the most prudent and obliging advice ! I 
had determined, indeed, to act in the maimer you 
recommend ; but it gives an additional strength to 
one's resolutions, to find them conformable to the 
sentiments of so faithful and so judicious a friend. 
I have often assured you of my extreme affection 
for Appius ; and I had reason to believe, after our 
mutual reconcilement, that he entertained the same 
favourable disposition towards me. For he distin- 
guished me in his consulate with great marks of 
honour and amity ; and appeared willing, upon all 
occasions, to gratify my requests even in favour of 
others. I must appeal to you, (since the droll Pha- 
niaf is, I think, no more,) that I was not wanting, 
on my part, in a suitable return ; and, indeed, he 
stood so much the higher in my esteem, as I was 

« The 5th letter of this Book. 

+ A favourite freedman of Appios. 
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sensible of the aiTection he had conceived ibr you. 
Add to this^ that I am> as you well know^ wholly 
devoted to Pompey, and tenderly attached also to 
Brutus."^ Can I then want a reason of uniting my- 
self with Appius, thus supported as he is by the 
most powerful friends and alliances, and flourishing 
in every other advantage that can be derived from 
affluent possessions, in conjunction with great abili- 
ties If Butj besides these considerations, I most 

* That Cicero was wholly devoted to Pompey, cannot 
be doubted ; but that he was sincere in this declaration with 
respect to Brutus, may well be questioned. It appears, in- 
deed, that they were neither of them perfectly satisfied 
with each other at this time ; and Cicero complains to At- 
ticus of having received some very haughty and disrespect- 
ful letters from Brutus, even when the latter was soliciting 
his good offices in fovour of Appius. NuUas un^uam (says 
he) ad me litteras mintBnttut, tu proxime^idem de jippio^ 
in gpiibus non esset arrogans^ axAwmivrov (Uifuid. — Plane pa-- 
rum cogitatj quid scribat^ out ad quern* — Ad Att. vi. 3. vid. 
etiam. vi. 1. v. SI. See p. 93. note. 

f These were the true, and perhaps the only, reasons 
which induced Cicero to endeavour to be upon good terms 
with Appius. For that he had a real affection for him, as 
he pretends in this epistle, is by no means probaUe. On the 
contrary, in a letter to Atticus, he speaks of his disposition 
towards Appius in terms of much lower Import ; and dis- 
covers, at the same time, the principal motive that engaged 
hhn in his interest. Pro Appio nos hie omnia faciemut; hO' 
neste tamen, sed plane libenter* Nee entm ipmm odimus | et 
Pompeius mirifice a me contendit. Ad Att. vi. 2. 
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mention, likewise, the connexion that subsists be- 
tween us as members of the same sacred college, 
and the honour he has publicly paid me in his 
learned treatise concerning its institutions. I mark 
out these several circumstances the more particular- 
ly, as your letter seemed to intimate a doubt in what 
manner I was inclined towards him. This leads me 
to suspect, that some idle tale or other has been 
reported to the disadvantage of my sentiments re- 
specting Appius; but be assured, whatever yon 
have heard of that nature is utterly false. I must 
confess, at the same time, that his maxims and mine 
in the administration of this province, have been 
somewhat different; and it may from thence, per- 
haps, have been suggested, that I acted counter to 
his measures, more from a spirit of opposition, than 
from any real disagreement of principles. But, 
believe me, t have never said or done the least 
thing, throughout the whole course of my govern- 
ment, with a view of prejudizing his reputation. 
And now, that my friend Dolabella has so rashly 
attacked him, I am exerting all my good offices to 
dissipate the rising storm with which he is threat- 
ened. 

You mentioned something of a lethargic inacti- 
vity that had seized the republic. I rejoiced, no 
doubt, to hear, that you were in a state of such 
profound tranquillity, as well as that our spirited 
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friend^ was so inach infected with this general in- 
dolence, as not to be in a humour of disturbing it. 
But the last paragraph of your letter^, which was 
written, I observed, with your own hand, changed 
the scene, and somewhat indeiod discomposed me. 
Is Curio really then become a convert to Caesar ? 
But, extraordinary as this event may appear to 
others, believe me, it is agreeable to what I always 
suspected. Good gods ! how do I \o^g to laugh 
with you at the ridiculous farce which is acting in 
your part of the world. 

I have finished my juridical circuit; and not on- 
ly settled the finances of the several cities upon a 
more advantageous basis, but secured to the farmers 
of the revenues the arrears due on their former 
agreements, without the least complaint firom any 
of the parties concerned. In short, I have given 
entire satisfaction to all orders and degrees of men 
in this province. I propose, therefore, to set out for 
Ciliciaf on the 7th of May; from whence, after 
having just looked upon the troops in their summer 
cantonment, and settled some afiairs relating to the 
army, I intend, agreeably to the decree of the se- 
nate for that purpose, to set forward to Rome. I 
am extremely impatient, indeed, to return tQ my 

• Curio. 

f See p. 179. note. 
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friends; butpaiticolarlytoyoa^whoinlmiichwish 
to see iu the admiiustraticMi of your iEdikship. 
FarewelL 



LETTER XVL 

[A. U. 70S.] 
TO aUINTUS THEBMUS, PROPRXTOR. 

It is with great pleasure I perceive^ thai my ser- 
vices to Rhodo, and others of your friends, as well 
as those likewise which I have performed to yoor- 
self, prove acceptable to a man of your grateful 
disposition. Be assured, you will find me still more 
and more desirous of advancing your credit and re- 
putation ; though I must add, that the lenity and 
justice of your government seem already to have . 
raised them as high as possible. 

The more I reflect upon your affairs, (and they 
are the daily subject of my thoughts,) the more I 
am confirmed in that advice I communicated to you 
by Aristo. I am well persuaded, indeed, that you 
will draw upon yourself very powerful enemies, if 
you should put any slight upon a young nobleman 
of your quaestor's rank and interest. And a slight 
it will undoubtedly be, if you should not, at your 
departure, commit the administration of the pro- 
vince to his hands; as there is no other person to 
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whom you can trust it of superior quality. But, ab- 
stracted from all ccmsiderations of this kind, he has 
an unquestionable right, as your quaestor, to be pre- 
ferred to any of your lieutenants, whose blameless 
and worthy conduct, howcTer, I must at the same 
time in justice acknowledge. I am perfectly sen- 
sible, that you have nothing to fear from the re- 
sentment of any man. I could wish, nevertheless, 
that you would not incur the displeasure, and espe- 
cially with just reason, of three such dbtinguished 
persons as your qusestor and his brothers ; for they 
are all of them men of some eloquence, as well as 
great spirit ; to which I must add, that I am per- 
suaded they will successively be tribunes of the 
people* during the three next following years. 
Now, who can tell what turn public afiairs may 
take ? For my own part, I think there is much ap- 
pearance of great commotions arising in the com- 
monwealth. I should be sorry, therefore, that you 
should render yourself obnoxious to so formidable a 
power as the tribunitial; especially since you may 
easily avoid it, without offending any person, by 



* Pighius, with great probability, coigectures, from ttie 
circumstances here mentioned, compared with other passa- 
ges in Cicero's writings, tliat Cains Antonins, second bro- 
ther to Mark Antony, was quaestor to Thermuf.— -Pt^Aif 
AnnaU anno 703* 
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justly preferring your quaestor to your lieutenants. 
And should his conduct^ as your vicegerent in the 
province, prove worthy of his glorious ancestors, as 
I hope and believe, it will reflect, in some degree, 
an honour upon yourself. But, on the contrary, 
should he deviate from their illustrious examplesf, 
the whole discredit will fall sii^ly upon his own 
character, without involving yours in any part of 
the reproach. 

I am this moment setting out for Cilicia ; ^ so 
that I have only time to write these loose hints just 
as they occur. I thought it incumbent upon me, 
however, to send you my general sentiments of a 
point .wherein your interest is so nearly concerned. 
May the gods give success tp whatever you shall 
determine ! But, if my advice has any weight, you 
will avoid raising to yourself unnecessary enemies^ 
and prudently consult your future repose. Fare« 
urelL 

» Seep. 179. note. 
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LETTER XVII. 

[A. U. 703.] 

TO C. TITiyS RUFUS, PIUBTOR. 

Lucius Custidius is not only of the same tribe* 
and corporation f with myself, but is likewise my 
particular friend. As he has a cause which he pur- 
poses to bring before you, I recommend his int&- 
jest to your protection, but no farther, howeyer* 
.than is consistent with your honour and my own 
good manners. All I request, therefore, is, that yon 
would allow him freely to wait upon you as often 
as he shall haye occasion ; that you would comply 
.with his desires, as far as they shall appear equi- 
table ; and, in a word, that you would convince him. 



* Romaliu divided liis citizens into three tribes, each of 
which were subdivided into ten curiae, or wards. These 
tribes were, in after- times, gradually increased, till they 
amountedT to the number of thirty-five. 

+ The corporate or municipal towns were those which 
were allowed to govern themselves by their own laws and 
constitutions, and at the same time were honoured with the 
privileges of Roman citizens. Cicero was a native of one 
of these corporations, called Arpinum ; situated in a dis- 
trict of Italy, which now makes part of the kingdom of 
Naples. 
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that my friendship can e£kctaally avail even at this 
distance. Farewell. 

LETTER XVffl. 

[A. U. 703.] 
TO SILIUS. 

Will you not think, that I am employed in a very 
unnecessary office, when I take upon me to recom- 
mend a man to your friendship, who already, I know, 
enjoys that privilege ? Let it be a proof, however, 
that I am with passion, as well as esteem, devoted 
to his interest. I most earnestly entreat you then 
to convince Eguatius, by the good effects which 
this letter shall produce in his favour, both of your 
affection for me, and of mine for him. And be as- 
sured, your compliance with this r^uest will be 
the most agreeable of all the many and great in- 
stances I have received of your disposition to oblige 
me. 

The pleasing hopes I entertained of public afiairs 
are now totaUy vanished. However, whilst we wish 
things were better, let us support ourselves with the 
trite consolation, that we must submit to what can- 
not be remedied. But this is a subject I will reserve 
to our meeting. In the mean time, continue to give 
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me your friendship, and be well persuaded of mine. 
Farewell. 



LETTER XIX. 

[A. U. 703.] 
TO PUBUUS CJESIUS. 

I most earnestly recommend to your fevour my 
very intimate fnend Publius Messienus, a Roman 
knight, who is distinguished by every valuable en- 
dowment. I entreat you, by the double ties of that 
amity which I enjoy with you and your father, to 
protect him both in his fame and his fortunes. Be 
assured, you will by this means conciliate the affec- 
tion of a man highly deserving of your friendship^ 
as well as confer a most acceptable obligation up- 
on myself. Farewell. 
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LETTER XX. 
[A. U. 7030 



If my connexions with Quintus Hippius were n6t 
of the strongest and most amicable kmd, I should 
not depart from the rule I have laid down to itiy- 
self, of not troubling you with my applications. 
This maxim, you will bear me witness, I have hi- 
therto strictly observed, though I was ever per<« 
suaded, at the same time, that there is nothing yoa 
would reiuse to my request However, I now most 
earnestly entreat your generosity in behalf of my 
friend's son, and that you would do me the honour 
to shew so much regard to my inclinations, as to en^ 
franchise the estate he has purcl^uted of your cor- 
poration. I shall esteem your compliance with this 
request as a very singular favour. Farewell 



• It is supposed to be the same town which is now cal- 
led Caperaroy in the Campagna di Roma* 
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BOOK SIXTH. 

LETTER i. 
[A. u. tos.j 

TO APPIUS PULCHEIU 

When I first iPeceired an account of the ill-judged 
prosecution which has be^n commenced against 
you,* it gave me great concern; and indeed no* 
thing could possibly have happened that I less ex- 
pected. But as soon as I had recovered from my 
surprise, I was well satisfied that you will easily d]i»- 

♦ See p. 149. note. 
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appoint the malice of your enemies; for I have the 
highest confidence in your own judicious conduct 
on this occasion, as well as a very great one in that 
of your friends. I see many reasons, indeed, to be- 
lieve, that the envy of your adversaries will only 
brighten that character they mean to sully ; though 
I cannot but regret, that they should have thus 
snatched from you an honour you so justly merit, 
and of which you had so well-grounded an assu- 
rance; the honour, I mean, of a triumph.''^ How- 
ever, you will shew your judgment, if you should 
consider this pompous distinction in the light it has 
ever appeared to my own view ; and, at the same 
time, enjoy a triumph of the completest kind in the 
confusion and disappointment of your enemies ; as 
I am well convinced, that the vigorous and prudent 
exertion of your power and influence will give them 
abundant reason to repent of their violent proceed- 
ings. As for myself, be well assured, (and I call 
every god to witness the sincerity of what I pro- 
mise,) that I will exert my utmost interest in sup- 
port, I will not say of your person, which I hope is 
in no danger, but of your dignities and honour. To 
this end, I shall employ my best good offices for 
you in this province, where you once presided; 
and employ them with all the warmth of an inter- 

* See p« 84. note. 
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oessor, with all tfie assidiiity of a rdatioii, with all 
the influence of a man who, I tnut, is dear to these 
cities and with all the authority of one who is in- 
vested with the supreme command. In « word, I 
hope you will both ask and expect of me every 
service in my power; and believe me, I shall give 
yoa greater proofo €»f my afiection than you are 
disposed, perhaps, to imagine. Notwithstanding, 
therefore, that the letter I received from you by 
the hands of Qointns ServiHus was extremely shor^ 
yet I could not but think it much too long; for it 
was doing an injury, to the sentiments of my heart, 
to suppose you had any occasion to solicit my as- 
sistance. I am sorry you should have an opportii> 
nity of experiencing, by an incident so little agree- 
able to you, the rank you bear in my affection ; the 
esteem which I entertain for Pbmpey, whom I just- 
ly value indeed above all men ; and the measure of 
my unfeigned regard for Brutus ;— ^circumstances, I 
should hope, of which our daily intercourse had ren- 
dered you sufficiently sensible. However, since it 
has so happened, I should think that I acted a most 
unworthy, not to say a criminal part, if I were to 
omit any article wherein my services can avail 
you. 

Pontinius remembers the singular instances of 
friendship he has received from you, and of which 

VOL. IL V 
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I myaelfwas a witness,* with all the gratitude and 
afiection to which you have so undoubted a right. 
The urgency of his afi&irs had obliged him, though 
with great reluctance, to leave me. Nevertheless, 
having been informed, just as he was going to em- 
bark at Ephesns, that his presence in this province 
might be of advantage to your cause,t he immedi^ 
ately returned back, to Laodicea. I am persuaded 
you will meet with numberless such instances of 
zeal upon this occasion ; can I doubt, then, that this 
troublesome afEtir will prove, in the conclusion, 
greatly to your credit ? 

If you should be able to bring on an election of 
Censors,:}; and should exercise that office in the 



• Polltfniiis was praetor in the consulate of Cicero, and 
at this time one of his lieutenants in the province. He dis- 
tinguished himself in the affair of Catiline ; and haying 
i|nelled the insurrection of the Allohroges, who took up 
arms on that occasion, he demanded a triumph. But he met 
with so strong an opposition to this claim, and particular- 
ly from Cato, that it was four years before his petition was 
granted. Appius was at that time consul 5 by whose inte- 
rest it chiefly was that Pontinius at length succeeded ; and 
i^ is to this circumstance that Cicero seems to allude. — Liv, 
Epit. 103. Dio.xl. AdAtLiv.U. 

+ See p. 150. note. 

i The office of censor was the most honourable post in 
the Roman republic ; though its authority was not so consi- 
derable as thjat of the consul. The two principal branches 
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manner you ciertainlyougi^. and fw which: you are 
so perfectly well qualified, you can nerer want 
that authority in the republic^ which will afibrd at 
once a protection both to yourself and your friends. 
Let me entreat, therefore, your most strenuous en- 
deavours to prevent my> administration iVoin. being 
proionged ; that, alier having filled up the measure 
of my affectionate services to you here, I may have 
the satisfaction also of presenting them to you at 
Rome. 

I read with pleasure, though by no means with 
surprise, the account you gave me of that general 
zeal which all ordets and degrees of men have shewn 
in your cause ; a circjamstance of which I had like- 
wise been informed by my other friends. It a^rds 
me great satisfaclaon to find, that a man, with whom 
I have the honour and pleasure to be so intimately 



•f bis duty .consisted in taking a general survey of the peo- 
ple, in order tO range them in their proper classes, and in 
watching over the public manners. Appius, together with 
Piso, whose daughter Cassar Tiad married, were chosen cen- 
sors soon after the date of this letter; and they were the 
last (as Dr Middieton observes) "who bore that office du- 
« ring the freedom of the republic ;" if the republic, in- 
deed, could, with any propriety, be said to have eqjoyed 
freedom at this period, when aU was faction and misrule. 
Jtosin. de Antiq, Rom, 699. Life oflSiUy, ii. 210. 8vo ed. 
See Let. 16. of this Book. 
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mated, is Utau dutinguuhed with that untTenal ap- 
probatioii he justly deserves* But I rejoice in this 
upon another consideration likewise ; as it is a proof 
that there still remains a general disposition in Rome 
to support the tanse of illustrious merit; a disposi- 
tion which I have myself also experienced upon 
every occasion, as the honourable recompence of 
my pains and vigils in the public service. But I 
am astonished, that Dolabella, a young man, whom 
I formerly rescued with the utmost difficulty from, 
the consequences of two capital impeachments, 
should so ungratefully forget the patron to whom 
he owes all that he enjoys, as to be the author of 
this ilUcoDsidered prosecution of my friend. And 
what aggravates the folly of his conduct, is, that be 
should thus venture to attack a man who is distio^^ 
guished with the highest honours, and supported by 
the most powerful friendships; at the same time, 
that he himself (to speak of him in the softest terms) 
is greatly deficient in both these respects. I had 
received an account from our friend Ccelius, before 
your letter reached my band, of the idle and ridi- 
culous report he has propagated, and on which you 
so largely expatiate. There is so little ground, 
however, for what he asserts, that, be assured, I 
would much sooner break off all former friendship 
with a man who had thus declared himself your 
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enemy, than be premUed upon to engage with him 
In any new amnexions,* 

* Nothing could be more distant from Cicero's heart 
than what he here pretends. For there is the strongest eyU 
dence to believe, that it was his fixed Intention, at this very 
time, to enter into an aBiance with Dolabeila; and, in &ct, 
Tullia was married to him soon after the d^ of thu letter. 
Cicero affirms, I must acluiowle^ge, in an epistle to Atti- 
cus, what he likewise asserts in a subsequent one to Ap<- 
pius, ** that this transaction was entirely without his know- 
ledge ( but he seems to have dealt as insincerely upon thu oe- 
casioD with his bosom friend, as he too frequently did with 
all the world besidew Accordingly, be assures Atticus, he 
so little expected the news of his daughter's match, that he 
was actually in treaty for the disposal of her to another 
person. But if the latter part of this assertion were true, it 
aggraTates his dissimulation ; as the former most evidently 
was not. For, not to mention the great probability there 
is, that he left a commission with Coelius, when he set out 
for. the province, relating to the marriage in question, (see 
p. 149. ) it appears, that he had received more than one letter 
from him upon this subject, before he wrote the last men- 
tioned to Atticus; and, .consequently, that he conld not 
have been so much a stranger to the affair as he chose to 
represent himself. Cicero's answer to the letter of Ccelius, 
concerning this treaty with Dolabella, is extant; and it 
cannot be dated later than the beginnlog of May in the 
present year; because be mentions the seventh of that 
month as a future day, on which he proposed to return 
from another part of his province into Cilicia. But the 
.letter to Atticus must have been written in the latter cod of 
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Yoa have not the least reason to doubt. of my 
zeal to serve you; of which I have given many 
conspicuous testimonies in this province, as well as 
at Rome. Your letter, nevertheless, intimates some 
^rt of susjpicion of the contrary. It would be im- 



the same year, becane he takes notice in it of the death of 
Hon ensius. Now, he was not informed of that event till be 
came to Rhodes, in bis voyage from Cilicia; as he himself 
tells us, in the introdaction of his omtorical treatise inscri^ 
bed to Bmtos. If Cicero, th«n, was capable of thus dis^ 
gnising the truth conceminf Dolabella, t9 the neatest and 
most ▼aluable of his friends, it Is no wonder h^ shoald not 
scruple to act a still more counterfeit part in all that he 
says of him to Appius. And this dissimulation he very free- 
ly acknowledges to Ccelins, who, indeed, was in the whole 
secret of the affair ; as it was by his intervention that it 
seems to have been principally conducted. Accordingly, 
Cicero taking notice to Ccelins of the letter now before 
us, which he tells bun was written In consequence of the in^ 
formation he had received from him in the &th of the fore^ 
going Book; he expresses himself in the following remarlE^ 
able words : Quid si memn (sc. epistolam) iegas, fuam ego 
turn ex tuis Uteris mist ad Apinum f sed quid agas f sic wivi^ 
tur: which, in plain £ngltoh, amounts to this, that If a 
man would be well with the world, he must submit to the 
lowest and most contemptible hypocrisy. And it must be 
owned, that Cicero, in the present instance, as well as la 
most others, acted up to the full extent of hb maxim. — Ad, 
Att. vi. 6. Ep. Fam, viil. 6. De clar orator, 1. £p. Fatn. 
ii. 15. 



saoXTB- QF CICERO* m 

prciper, at this juacture, to reproach you with indul- 
ging so injurious a thought; but jt, is necessary I 
should convince you, that it is altogether without 
foundation. Tell me, then, wherein did I obstruct 
the deputation which was intended to be sent to 
Borne with the complimental addresses to you of 
this province ? Had J been your avowed enemy, I 
could not have indulged my spleen by a more im- 
portant piece of malice; and most certainly, if I 
had meant to act with a disguised malevolence, I 
could not have chosen an occasion that would have 
rendered my sentiments more notorious. Were I as 
perfidious as the, authors of these unjust insinuap 
tions, yet surely I should not have been so weak 
either to discover my enmity where I designed to 
conceal it, or to show a strong inclination of inju- 
ring you by instances utterly ineffectual. J re- 
member, indeed, that some complaints were made 
to me> concerning the excessive appointments aU 
lowed to the deputies from this province. In an- 
swer, to which, I rather advised, than directed, that 
all expences of this kind should be regulated by the 
Cornelian law. * But far was I from insisting even 
upon this; as may appear by the public recoixisof 



* This law was enacted, it is probable, in order to re* 
strain the immoderate sums which were expended in thes« 
complimental deputations. — Htinutius, 
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the seterftl dties. For when they afterwanb passed 
their aeeoants before me, I suffered them to charge 
to the article of their deputations iw^ia^erer sum 
they thoii§^it ptopen Yet what Msehoods have 
Bot these worthless informers imposed upon you ? 
Th^ have affirmed, it seems, not only that I ahso* 
lately prdkibited all expences of this kind, but even 
obliged the agents of those deputies, who were ac- 
tually set forward in their way to Rome, to refund 
the appointments that were lodged in their hands, 
and by tJiese means disoooraged soTeral others 
fiom undertaking the same commission. I might 
here, with great justice, complain of your giving 
credit to these calumnies; but I forbear, as I said 
before, in tenderness to your present disquietude, 
thinking it more proper, at this season, to vindieate 
my own conduct than to reproach yours. I will 
only, therefore* remind you of a fow reasons that 
ought to have secured me against suffering in your 
opinion from these groundless imputations. If ever, 
then, you experienced the probity of my heart, or 
. obsenred a disposition in me worthy of those sab* 
lime contemplations to which I have devoted my- 
self from my earliest youth; if ever you discover- 
ed by my conduct, in the most important transac- 
tions, that I was neither void of spirit, nor destitute 
of abilities, you ought to have believed me inca^ 
»le of acting a* low and little part towards my 
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firiendiy much more a In^ and a treacheroos one. 
But if artifice be the character aAer all, in which I 
must needs be represented, conkl any thing, let me 
ask, be less consistent with sucha temper, than either 
to slight the friendship of a man of yoor high rank 
and credit, or to oppose your glory in an obscure 
and remote province, after having openly support- 
ed it in view of the whole world at Rome ? Can 
any thing have less the appearance of artifice than 
to discover an impotent malevolence, and betray to 
very litde purpose a strong propensity of doing an 
injury. But what possible motive could induce me 
to cherish so implacable a spirit toward you, yirho 
was far from shewing yourself my enemy, (and I 
speak it upon the information of my own brother,) 
even at a time when you were almost under an in- 
dispensible obligation of appearing so ? * And after 
our recondliation had been eflfected agreeably to 
oar mutual desires for that purpose, did you once, 
throughout the whole period of your consulate, make 
a single request to me in vain ? or which of the 



* Thualladcs to the senrices which Cicero received from 
Appios in hb recal from banishment. " For Applos (as 
*' Mr Ross observes) was at that time praetor ; and though 
'* he at first supported his brother Clodius,and opposed the 
<* repeal of his law, yet he afterwards deserted him, and 
"joined with the friends of Cicero." — Cic* pro Rom. 9S. 
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oommao^ thai you left with me when I attended 
you t^PvLtotjksd,* did I not execute with a zeal and 
assiduity even beyond your expectations ? But were 
I really the artful man I am repre9ented> and if it 
be the characteristic of that disposition- to act en- 
tirely with a view to interest^ nothing surely could 
be more conducive to mine, than the friendship of 
on^. from whose vank and abilities, from^ whose 
power, family, and alliances^ I might hope to de« 
rive the highest honours and advantages; consi- 
derations, I will own,, that rendered me ambitious 
of your friendship, not from any low unworthy cun- 
ning, but from those principles of prudence which 
wisdom will surely justify. But these were not the 
only considerations that attached me to your inte- 
rest ; I was drawn by others of an higher and more 
prevailing influence with me ; by a similitude of 
taste and studies, by the pleasing habitudes of fa- 
miliar intercourse, and by the same common re- 
searches into the most concealed and unfrequented 
paths of philosophy. To these inducenients of a 
private kind, I may add those of a more popular and 
public nature. For, after having rendered our mu- 



* A maritime city in Campania, in the kingdom of Na- 
ples, now called Pozzuoli. When the proconsuls set out 
for their governments, they were usually escorted by their 
fk-iends to some distance from Rome.- 
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tQal reponcilemeat conspicuoiu to the whole world, 
I coald aot even andesignedly act counter to your 
int^i^sty without incurring a suspicion of my since- 
rity. Let me mention also those obligations which 
result from. my being associated with you in the 
college of augurs ; obligations which our ancestors 
esteemed of so sacred a nature, that they not only 
held it impious to violate them> but would not even 
sufier a candidate to be elected into this society, 
who was known to be at variance with any of its 
members. But, abstractedly from these numerous 
and powerful tnotives, there is one, which of itself 
might be sufficient to evince the disposition in 
which I stand towards you ; for, tell me, did ever 
any man possess, or had reason to possess, so high 
an. esteem for another, as that which you know I 
entertain for the illustrious father-in-law ''^ of your 
daughter ? If personal obligations, indeed^ can give 
him a title to these sentiments, do I not owe to 
Pompey the enjoyment of my country, my family, 
my dignities, and even my very self? f If friend- 

♦ Pompeyi 

f Cicero by nd means thought himself so mucb obliged 
to Pompey as he here pretends ; and all these extravagant 
professions weto a mere artifice (and a thin one it must be 
owned) to make Pompey believe that he had forgotten the 
ill usage he had formerly received from him*— 'Kid. Ad Ait, 
ix,.4d. The truth of it is, Cicero had just the same sort of 
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ship may be soppdBed to have any effisct, is there 
an instance amongst all our consolars of si more in- 
timate onion than his and mine ? If confidence can 
create affection^ what has he not committed to my 
care, or communicated to my secrecy ? Whenever 
he was absent from Rome» was there any other man 
whom he preferred to be the advocate of his inte- 
rest in the senate ? And what honour is there which 
he has not endeavoured to confer upon me in the 
most distinguished manner ? In fine, with how much 
temper did he sofler my seal in the cause of Milo» 
notwithstanding the latter had upon some occasions 
joined in the opposition to his measures ? And how 
generously did he protect me by his counsel, his 
authority, and even his arms, IFrom the insults and 
the dangers to which I exposed myself in that * de- 



obligation to Pompey for tlie ayoyneBts iie mentioiiiy aa 1m^ 
would bxwt had to a higliwayiDan, who, after liaTiiv taken 
his pane, should have restored it again ; for if Pompey had 
. not acted a treacherous and dishonest part in the affair of 
Clodlus, to which our author here alludes, Cicero would 
never have been deprived of his country^ hia fimibf^ and 
hia dignUia. But if Pompey restored him to these^ he 
could not restore him to himself; for as the elegant Moo- 
gault, in his remarks on the epistles to Atticw, justly ob- 
serves, if he rose after his faU, he always appeared, how- 
ever, to be somewhat stunned by the blow. 
• If Dion Cassius may be credited in what he relates 
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fence ? And I cannot but here obserye, that, hr 
from being disposed, as you have shewn yourself 
in this affiiir of the deputies to listen to thejittle 
idle tales that might be propagated to my disadvan- 
tage by any paltry provinciaU he nobly scorned to 
give attention to the malicious reports which were 
dealt about to my prejudice by the most consider- 



conceroin; the circumstances which nttended Milo's trial, 
Cicero had as IHtle reason to acknowledge his obligations 
to Pompey io the present instance, as in that mentioned in 
the preceding note. For Pompey being apprehensive that 
Milo*s party might attempt some violent measures in order 
to obstruct the course of justice, surrounded the court with 
his troops, which so intimidated Cicero, that it utterly dis* 
concerted his eloquence, and he made a very languid de* 
fence of his friend. Accordingly, the oration which Cice> 
ro published, and which is still extant, was not spoken, as 
Dion assnres us, at the trial, but was the after-produce of 
his more composed thoughts. But whether the historian^s 
assertion is to be corrected b> Cicero, or Cicero's to be 
discredited by the historian, is a point I shall not venture 
to decide. Though I must injustice add, that Asconius, a 
much earlier writer than Dion Cassius, and one who was a 
greater admirer of Cicero, accounts^ in a diffierent manner 
for the disorder which seized the Roman orator upon this 
occasion. For he ascribes |t to the clamours with which 
he was insulted by the party against Milo, when he rose up 
to speak in his defence. — JOfon, xl. p. 145, 146. Ascon. ar^ 
gwnent, in MiUm, 
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able persons in llome.t Upon the whole, then, as 
you are united, not only by alliance, but by affec- 
tion, to my illustrious friend, what are the senti- 
ments, do you imagine, that I ought to bear to- 
wards you ? The truth of it is^ were I your profes- 
sed enemy, as I am most sincerely the reverse, yet, 
after the letter which I lately received fromPompey, 
I should think myself obliged to sacrifice my resent- 
inent to his request, and be wholly governed by the 
inclinations of a man to whom I am thus greatly 
indebted But I have said enough, and perhaps 
more than was necessary, upon this subject; let 
roe now, theietbre, give you a detail both of what 
I have effected, and am still attempting, for your 
interest. % ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

This, my friend, is what I have performed, or 
am endeavouring to perform, in support of your 
character, I will rather say, than in defence of 
your person, But I expect every day to hear that 



f M ilo was suspected, or at least his adversaries pretend- 
ed to suspect him, of having a desigD against Pompey's life ; 
and perhaps Cicero's enemies endeavoured to persuade Pom- 
pey, that our aOthor was privy to that' design. — (Mrai. pro 
Milan. 84. 

} The particular instances of Cicero*s services to Appins 
are omitted in the original ; and probably were so by the 
first editor o/ these letters, as not being tliooght proper, per- 
haps, for public inspection. 



BOOKYi. OF CICERO. 201 

you are chosen ceimr; the duties of which offioe> 
as they requke the. highest fbrtitude and abilities 
to execute, so, lam sure, they far better deserre 
your attention than any senrices I am capable of 
rendering to you in this province, farewell. 

LETTER n. 

J[A. U. 703.3 



Your letter has rendered me a most complete 
rgeneraL I protest I did not imagine you were so 
lYonderfully skilled in the art military. But I per- 
ceive you are an absolute adept, and deeply studied 
in the tactics of kingPyrrhusf and his minister Ci- 

* Lucius Papirios Pietas appears to have been a person 
of great wit and humour,- and in close friendship with Ci- 
cero. " He was an Epicurean, and, in pursuance of the 
<' plan of life recommended by the principles of that sect, 
** seems to have sacrificed his ambition to his ease. He had 
^* sent some military instructions by way of raillery to Ci- 
** cero ; who returns an answer to this letter in the same jo- 
•* cose manner." — Mr Ron, 

+ Py rrhus, king of Epims, who flourished about 300 years 
before the date of this letter, was esteemed by the ancients 
as one of the greatest soldiers that ever appeared in the 
world. His whole thoughts and application wete tamed to 
the ait of war j upon which stttiyect he pablished some 
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neat. I have some thooghts, tberefoie, of foUopr- 
ing your most carioas precepts, and indeed of im- 
fMroving upon them. For as I am assored, that the 
best armament against the Parthian cayaliy is a 
good fleet, I am designing to equip myself accxNnd- 
ingly. Seriovsly, you cannot imagine what an ex- 
pert commander you have undertaken to tutor; for 
after haying worn ojit Xenophon's life of Cyrus, 
with reading it at Rome, I have now iairly prac- 
iked t^ 011^ in the province. Bat I hope soon to 
joke with you in person. In the mean time, attend 
with sabmission due to my high behests. You are 
not ignorant, I suppose, of the particular intimacy 
that subsists between Marcus Fabius and myself. I 
value him, indeed, extremely, not only for the sin- 
gular integrity and modesty of his heart, but as he 
is a most excellent second to me in those contests 
wherein I am sometimes engaged with certain jo- 
vial Epicurean companions of yours. He lately 
joined me at Laodicea, where I am very desirous 
of detaining him ; but he received an unexpected 
letter, which has given him great uneasiness. The 



treatises, that were extant in Plutarch's time. Cineas was 
one of tlie generals who commanded under this heroic prince; 
and who, as it should seem from this passage, had likewise 
distinguished himself by his military writiiigs.— Pto^ in vit. 
Pyrrhi* 
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purport of it is, that his brother has advertised his 
intentions of selling an estate at Herculaneum, * in 
which they are both equally interested. This news 
exceedingly alarms my friend; and as his brother*s 
understanding is not extremely strong, he is in- 
clined to think he has been instigated by some of 
their common enemies to take this very extraordi- 
nary measure. Let me then entreat you, my dear 
PoBtus, if you have any friendship for me, to ease 
Fabius of the trouble of this affair, by receiving the 
whole burthen of it upon yourself. We shall have 
occasion for your authority, your advice, and your 
interest; and I hope you will exert them all, in or- 
der to prevent these two brothers from the disgrace 
of appearing as adversaries in a court of justice. I 
must not forget to tell you, that the persons whom 
Fabius suspects to be the malicious authors of this 
advice to his brother, are Mato and PoUio. To say 
all in one word, I shall think myself inexpressibly 
obliged, if you ease my friend of this troublesome 
affair; a favour, he persuades me, entirely in your 
power. Farewell. 

* The famous city near Naples, which was swallowed 
up by an earthquake in the reigu of Vespasian ; and which 
is now furnishing the literary world with so many invalii* 
able treasures of antiquity. ' 

VOL. II. O 
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LETTER III. 

[A.U.70S.] 

TO CCELIUS CALDUS,* QUASTOR ELECT. 

Whsh I received the very acceptable news of 
your being elected my quaestor, I was well persuad- 
ed, that the longer you continued with me in this 
province, the more I diould have occasion to be 
satisfied with that choice. It is of impoitance 
to the public relation, which has thus arisen be- 
tween us, that it should be improved by a nearer 
intercourse. But, having received no account either 
from yourself or any other of my friends, of your 
being set forward on your way hither, I began to 
be apprehensive, (what I still fear,) that I should 



* He was a young man of a noble family, and this seems 
to have been the whole of hb merit. For, notwithstanding 
Cicero addresses him in this letter, as one of whose talents 
and Yirtaes he had conceiyed a favoarable opinion, it is 
certain his real sentiments of him were far dilSerent. This 
appears from an epistle to Atticus, where both the morals 
and understanding of Caldns are mentioned In terms greatly 
to his disadvantage. Nos provinciie prafidmus Ccslhun : 
puerum inquiesy etfortassefatuum, et nongravem, etnon con- 
tinmtem^ Assentior ; fieri non potuit aliter. Ad Att. vi. 6. 
See the 18th letter of this Book. 
6 
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leave this province before your arrival. I was fa- 
voured, 'tis true, with a most obliging and polite 
letter from you, on the 22d of June, whilst I was 
encamped in Cilicia; and it afforded me a very 
pleasing instance both of your abilities and friend- 
ly disposition. But it was without any date, nor 
did it mention when I might expect you. The per- 
son, likewise, that delivered it, not having received 
it immediately from your own hands, could give 
me no information either when, or from what place 
it was written. Nevertheless, I thought proper to 
dispatch my couriers and lictors with this express; 
and if it reaches you time enough, you will greatly 
oblige me, by meeting me in Cilicia as soon as pos- 
sible. 

The strong letters I received in your behalf, from 
your relations, Curius and Virgilius, had all the in- 
fluence which is due to the recommendations of 
such very intimate and very worthy friends ; but 
your own letter had still a greater. Believe me, 
there is no man whom I should have rather wished 
for my quaestor; and I shall endeavour to shew the 
world, by distinguishing you with every honour in 
my power, that I pay all the regard which is so 
justly due to your own personal merit, as well as 
to that of your illustrious ancestors. But this I 
shall the more easily be enabled to efiect. If you 
should meet me in Cilicia; a circumstance in which 
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not only the public interest and mine» but particu- 
larly your own, is, I think, nearly concerned. Fare- 
well. 

LETTER IV. 

[A. U. 70S.] 

TO MikRCUS CCELIUS, CURULE-iEDlLE. 

I AM extremely anxious concerning afiairs at 
Rome« as I hear there have been great disturbances 
in the general assemblies of the people/ and that 
the festival of Minerva f was celebrated in a most 
riotous manner. Bat my intelligence goes no lower 
than that period, and I am altogether uninformed 
of any thing which has since passed. Yet nothing 
mortifies me more than being prevented the plea- 
sure of laughing with you at several ridiculous in- 
cidents which attended, I am told, these public tu- 
mults ; but they are of such a delicate nature, that 

* MiiB«tifH coBjectnres, that this alludes to the disturb- 
ances which some of the tribunes occasioned at Rome, in 
opposing the attempts of the Pompeian party to divest Cae- 
sar of his government in Gaul. At the head of these tri- 
bunes. Curio, who had lately changed sides, now chose to 
distinguish himself. Fid. Ad AtL vi. 2. 

f This festival was celebrated on the 19th of March, and 
continued five days. 
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I dare not mention them in a letter. I am a good 
deal uneasy, likewise, at not having received any 
s^ccount of these commotions from yourself. For 
Which reason, notwithstanding I shall be set out for 
Italy before this reaches your hand, yet I hope I 
shall meet a letter from you upon the road, that I 
may not arrive an utter stranger to the state of 
public affairs; as I am sure no man is more ca- 
pable of instructing me concerning them than your- 
self. 

Your agent, the worthy Diogenes, together with 
your freedman Philo,* parted from me at Pessinus,t 
in order to proceed on their journey to the king of I 
Galatia ; though, with little hopes of succeeding at 
a court neither very able nor very w'illing to com- 
ply with the purposes of their embassy. 

Rome, my friend, Rome alone, is the object that 
merits your attention; and may you ever live with- 
in the splendour of that illustrious scene ! All fo- 
reign employments (and it was my sentiments from 
my first entrance into the world) are below the 

* Coelins mentions these persons in a former letter, as be- 
ing employed by him to execute some commission in this 
part of the world ; but the nature of the business with which 
they were charged, does not appear. Vid, Ep, Fam, viii. 8, 

-f- A city in Phrygia, within the jurisdiction of Cicero's 
government. 

i Deiotarus. 
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ambitioQ of those who have talents to distingnidi 
themselves on that more conspicnoos theatre. And 
would to God, as I was ever well convinced of this 
tjrutfa, that I had always acted accordingly ! Be as- 
sored, the pleasure of a single walk with you, would 
afford me more satisfaction than all the advantages 
I can derive from my government. I hope, indeed, 
I shall receive the applause of having conducted 
myself, throughout my administration, with an un- 
tainted integrity ; however, I should have merited 
as much honour by refusing the government of this 
province, as by having thus preserved it from the 
hands of our enemies. ** But where then,'' you will 
ask, perhaps, *' had been the hopes of a triumph ?" 
Believe me, I shou'd have deemed that loss well 
compensated, by escaping so long and so tedious a 
separation from all that I hold most valuable. But 
I hope I shall now soon be with you. In the mean 
time^ let me meet a letter from you, worthy of your 
political penetration.''^ Farewell. 

* In the original it is only said, miki mitte epistolas te 
dignas. Bat it seems evident what Cicero had in his thoughts, 
by a passage a little higher in this letter : obviee mihi velim 
8ini littera fiur, qua: me erudiant de omni republica. And our 
author frequently speaks of Ccelius as one of that sort of 
discerning politicians, who, in the language of Shakespeare, 
■ can look into the seeds of time. 
And say which grain will grow, and which will not. 

Macbeth. 
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LETTER V. 
[A. U. TOS.] 

TO APPIUS PULCHES. 

Whilst I lay encamped on the banks of the Py* 
ramus,* I received two letters from you, and both 
at the same time, which Quintas Serrilius forward- 
ed to me from Tarsus. One of them was dated on 
the 5th of April, but the other, which seemed to 
have been written later, was without any date. I 
will answer the former, therefore, in the first place, 
wherein you give me an account of your having been 
acquitted of the impeachment exhibited against you 
for maladministration in this province. I had be- 
fore been apprised of many circumstances of this 
event by various letters and expresses, as well as 
by general report; as, indeed, there never was any 
occurrence more particularly known. Not that it 
was in the least unexpected, but because the world 
is usually very minute in its accounts of all that 
concerns the honour of so distinguished a character. 
But, notwithstanding your letter was thus in some 
measure anticipated, yet it heightened my satisfac- 
tion to receive the same good news from your own 

« A rWer in Ctlicia* 
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hand. My iafonnation was by this means not only 
more full than what I had learnt from common 
fame, but it brought you nearer to my imagination, 
and rendered you in some sort present to those sen- 
timents of joy which arose upon this occasion in 
my heart. Accordingly, I embraced you in my 
thoughtSi and kissed the letter that gave me so 
much reason to rejoice, upon my own account, as 
well as upon yours. I say upon my own account, 
because I look upon those honours which are thus 
paid by the general voice of my country, to virtue, 
industry, and genius, as paid to myself; being too 
much disposed, perhaps, to imagine, that these are 
qualities to which my own character is no stranger. 
But though I am by no means surprized that this 
trial should have ended so much to your credit, yet 
I cannot forbear being astonished at that mean and 
unworthy spirit which induced your enemies* to 
engage in this prosecution. 

But you will tell me, perhaps, that I am prema- 
ture in my congratulations; for, while there is a 
charge still subsisting against you, what imports it, 
you will possibly ask, of which impeachment you 
are first acquitted ? And I must confess, it is a point 



♦ It may be unnecesBary, perhaps, to remind the reader, 
that this alludes to Dolabella, whose friendship and alliance 
Cicero was at this time courting. 
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of DO consequence with respect to your character; 
for you are not only perfectly innocent of both ac- 
cusations> but are so far from haying committed any 
action injurious to the honour of the republic, that 
you have greatly contributed to raise and extend 
its glory .''^ However, there is this advantage gain* 
ed by your present victory, that the principal dif- 
ficulty of the whole contest is now over. For, by 

* Cicero himself will furnish the most proper comment 
upon this passage. For, in a letter to Atticus, written not 
many months before the present, he descrilies the conduct 
of Appius, in Cilicia, in terms which shew that he was far 
from being unjustly arraigned by Dolabella. He represents 
him as having spread desolation through the province by 
fire and sword ; as having left nothing behind him which he 
could possibly carry away, and as having suffered his officen 
to commit all kinds of violences which lust and avarice 
could suggest : " And I am going," says he, " this very 
" morning, to repeal several of bis iniquitous edicts." Ap- 
pius, cum <| et^ai^iffiUi provinciam curaritf sanguinem 
miseritf quidquid potuit detraxerit, mihi tradiderit enectam^ 
^c. — Quid dicam de iUius proffeciiSy comitibus, hgtUisf etiam 
de rapiniSy de libidinibus, de contumeliial — Eo ipse die^ quo 
luBC ante lucem scribebam, cogitabam ejus multa inique constv- 
tuta et acta tollere. It is pleasant to observe, upon some oc- 
casions, the different colours in which the same character 
is painted by different hands ; but one has not so frequently 
the opportunity of hearing the same conduct thus abused 
and thus applauded by the same man, and almost too, in the 
same breath. Ad Mt, vi. 1. 
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the terms in which Sylla's law is draira up, 
cerning ofences against the state, and opon which 
yoor first prosecution was limnded, it is easy iar 
any man to give a colour to the most groandleas 
charge. Whereas an information of bribery tnrna 
upon a fact in its own nature notorious, as no man 
can be guilty of this crime, unobserved by the polw 
lie; and consequently either the prosecutor, or the 
person accused, must evidently, and beyond all 
power of artifice, appear in&mous. But who ever 
entertained even the slightest suspicions of your 
having obtained the high dignities through which 
you have passed, by illegal methods? How do I 
regret that I could not be present at these prose* 
cutions^ that I might have exposed them to all the 
ridicule they so justly deserve I 

You mentioned two circumstances which attend- 
ed your trials that afforded me particular satisfac- 
tion. The one is, that general zeal which was ex- 
pressed by the whole republic in your behalf; the 
other, that generous and friendly part which both 
Pompey and Brutus have acted towards you in this 
conjuncture. With regard to the first, it would un- 
doubtedly have been the interest of the common- 
wealth, even in the most flourishing periods of he- 
roic virtue, to have distinguished a citizen of your 
exahed merit; but it is more especially so in the 
present age, when there are so few of the same 
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patriot character, to whom she caa look up forpro- 
tectioD. And as to the latter, I sincerely rejoice 
that your two relations, and my very particular 
friends, have thus warmly and zealously escorted 
themselves in your cause. The truth of it ib, I 
loo]^ upon Pompey as the most considerable man 
that any age or naUon has ever produced;* and 

« Itt the last note, I took occasion to contrast Cicero 
with himself, in respect to his sentiments and his professions 
of Appius. The present passage aiTords an opportunity of 
shewing him in the same opposition with regard to Pompey. 
The author, then, of this encomium, has elsewhere said of 
the hero of his present penegyric, that '* he was artful and 
** ungenteel in his common intercourse ; and as to his poli* 
**^ tical conduct, that was altogether void of every thing 
« great or disinterested, and utterly unworthy of a man who 
*' meant well to the liberty of his country.** Nihil come^ 
nihil simplex, nihil f v tok o^TtxoK honestum, nihil iUvstre, 
nihil forte, nihil Hberum, This character, 'tb true, was 
drawn several years before the date of the present letter; 
and different sentiments of the sao^e man, at different times, 
are perfectly reconcileable, no doubt, with truth and sin- 
cerity. But there is extant a letter to Atticus, written after 
this to Appius, and at the distance too of not many months, 
wherein Cicero expresses the same contemptible opinion of 
Pompey : Ego hominem aaro}nriKor»Tov (says he) omnium 
jam ante cognorum, nunc vero etiam ebs-^efmymtnetrov. And 
in another still more recent letter to Atticus, he asserts, that 
Pompey^s political conduct had been full of mistakes during 
the last ten years ; Ut enim alia decern annorum peccata omit" 
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Bnitos, I am persuaded, will soon rise to the same 
honourable pre-eminence above his fellow-eiti^ens 
in general, which now distinguishes him among 
our youth in particular. 

With regard to those witnesses who were suborn- 
ed to give evidence against you, it shall be my 
care, when I pass through Asia, (if Flaccus has not 
already prevented me,) to bring them to condign 
punishment And now let me turn to your second 
klter. 

I received great pleasure from the judicious sketch 
you communicated to me of public afiairs. It ap- 
pears, that the dangers of the commonwealth are 
much less considerable, as well as her resources 
much more powerful, than I imagined, since the 
principal strength of Rome is united (as you inform 
me) under Pompey. It afibrded me much satisfac- 
tion, at the same time, to remark that spirit of pa- 
triotism which animates your letter; and I am in- 
finitely obliged to you, likewise, that you should 

tanif &c. The truth of it k, Cicero seldom continues long 
in the same sentiments, or at least the same language of 
Pompey ; and if he raises a trophy to his fame in one let- 
iCTy we may be almost sure of seeing it reversed in another. 
If our author's judgment and penetration were less unques- 
tionable, these variations from himself might be imputed to 
a more favourable cause than can now» perhaps, be reason* 
ably assigned. Ad Att. 1. 13. viii. 16. vii. 13. 
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suspend your own more important occupations, in 
order to teach me what judgment to form of our 
political situation. As to your treatise upon augif- 
ry,"*^ I beg you would reserve it to a season when 
we shall both of us be more disengaged. When I 
reminded you of that design, 1 imagined you were 
wholly unemployed, and waiting in the suburbs of 
Home the determination of your petition, f But I 
shall now expect your orations j; in its stead; and 
hope, agreeably to your promise, that you will send 
me such of those performances as have received 
your last hand. 

Tullus, whom you charged, it seems, with a com- 
mission to me, is not yet arrived ; nor have I any 
other of your friends with me, except those of my 
own train ; every one of whom I may with strict 
propriety call yours. 

I do not well know what particular letters you 
mean by those which you call my angry ones, I 
have written twice, 'tis true, in order fully to jus- 
tify myself against your suspicions, as well as ten- 

• See Vol. I. p. 295. note. 

+ For atriamph. 

l Appius maintained some rank in the republic as an ora- 
tor, and was well skilled likewise in tlie laws and antiquities- 
uf his country. The orations which Cicero enquires after 
were probably those which Appius spoke in defence of him- 
self on these trials, De Clar, OraL 297. 
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derly to reprove you, for too hastily crediting re- 
. ports to my disadvantage ; and I thought I acted 
in this agreeably to the strictest friendship; but 
since you seem to be displeased with what I said, 
I shall not take the same liberty for the future. 
However, if these letters were not, as you tell me, 
marked with my usual vein of eloquence, I desire 
you would consider them as none of mine.^ For, 
as Aristarchus * insisted that every verse in Hcrmer 
was spurious, which he did not approve, I desire 
you would in the same manner look upon every 
lin*e which you think unrhetorical, as not the pro- 
duce of my pen. You see I am in a humour to be 
jocose. Farewell ; and if you are (as I sincerely 
hope) in the possession of the censorial office, re- 
flect often on the virtues of your illustrious ances- 
tor.t 

* A celebrated critic, who flourished at Alexandria 176 
yean before Christ. He is said to have left two sons be« 
hind him, both of them fools ; bat they will not, perhaps, 
be thought to have degenerated very greatly from their fa- 
ther, if what is reported of him be true, that he wrote above 
a thousand commentaries upon differebt authors. Miser si 
tarn multa supervacua Ugisstt ! 

f The comttientaton suppose that Cicero alludes to Ap- 
plus Claudius Coecns, who was censor in the year of Rome 
442. He distinguished himself in his office by two works of 
great utility to the public ; ' for he made that famous road 
called the Via Appia^ part of which subsists to this day ; 
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LETTER VI. 
[A. U. 70S.] 

FROM MARCUS CCELIUS. 

Wfi met with a difficulty that greatly embarras- 
sed Cfur schemes for procuring you a thanksgiring; 
but a difficulty^ however^ which we were not long 
hi surmounting. For Curio^ notwithstanding he is 
much in your interest, declared that, as all his at- 
tempts for convening a general assembly of the peo- 
ple had been obstructed,^ he would by no means 
sufFer the senate to pass any decree of the kind in 
question. If he were to depart, he said, from this 
resolution, it would look like giving up the advan- 
tages he had gained by the indiscreet zeal of the 
consul Paulus, and he should be considered as de- 



and was the first, likewise, that supplied the cSty of Rome 
with water, by conveying the ri?er Anio through an aque- 
duct of eleven miles in length. Liv. iz. 29. 

* Panlns, one of the present consuls, not having yet sa- 
crificed his integrity to his interest, very warmly opposed 
the attempts of Curio, who was endeavouring to procure 
certain laws from the pjeople in favour of Csesar^s present 
designs. Curio, in revenge, would not suffer any business 
to proceed in the senate j a power with which he was in- 
vested as tribune of the people. 
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setting the cause of the public. In order, therefore, 
effectually to remove this objection, we entered in- 
to an agreement with him, that if he would suffer 
the decree for your thanksgiving to pass, no other 
thanksgiving should be proclaimed during the re- 
mainder of this year, to which the consuls likewise 
consented. Your acknowledgments are according- 
ly due to them both, but particularly to Paulus; 
for he came wholly and readily into our proposal, 
in the most obliging manner; whereas Marcellus 
somewhat lessened the merit of his compliance, 
by telling us, that " the aflfeiir of these thanksgiv- 
*' ings was an article upon which he laid no sort of 
" stress." After having thus adjusted matters with 
Curio, we were informed that Hirrus intended to 
defeat our measures, by lengthening out the de- 
bates,* when the question should come before the 
senate. Our next business, therefore, was to make 
our applications on that side ; which we so success- 
fully did, that we not only prevailed with him to 

• A very singular custom prevailed in the Roman senate, 
with regard to their method of debating 5 for vf hen a sena- 
tor was required to deliver his sentiments on the point in 
question, be was at liberty to harangue on any other subject 
as long as he thouglit proper. This method was frequently 
employed to postpone a decree by those of an opposite 
party, when they found the majority was likely to be against 
them. 
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drop this design, but When the question was moved 
concerning the number of the enemies forces, and 
he might easily have prevented the decree, by re- 
quiring a list of the slain, ''^ he sat entirely silent* 
Indeed the single opposition he gave to us, was by 
voting with Cato ; who, though he would not as- 
sent to this motion, spoke of your conduct, how- 
ever, in very honourable terms. I must not for- 
get to mention Favonius, likewise, as a third in this 
party. You will distribute your thanks, therefore, 
as they are respectively due : — to the three last, 
for not preventing this decree, when it was both in 
their inclination and their power to have done so ; 
and to Curio, for making an exception in your fa- 
vour to the general rale he had laid down to him- 
self. Furnius and Lentulus laboured in this alB&ir, 
as they ought, with as much zeal as if it had been 
their own^ and went about with me in all my ap- 
plications to solicit votes. It is but justice to Bal- 
bus Cornelius, t to name him too in the catalogue 
of your active friends. He exerted himself, in truth, 

• The namber of slain necessary to entitle a general to 
the hoidour of a triunipb) was 5000 ; but, as a public thanks- 
giving was a distinction of an inferior nature, perhaps a less 
number might be sufficient. Ta/. Max^ ii. 8. 

f I have already had occasion to observe, that Balbus 
acted as a kind of superintendant of Caesar's political affairs 
at Rome. 

VOL. n. P 



fB6 THE LETTERS bookti. 

with great spirit in gaining over Curio ; to whom 
he warmly remonstrated, that if he continued to 
obstnict the senate in this article, it would affect 
the interest of Caesar/ and consequently render his 
own sincerity suspicious, f Among those who vo- 
ted in your fiaivour, there were some that, in their 
hearts, nevertheless, were by no means well-wishers 
to the decree. In this number were the Domitii 
an(3 the Scipios ; in allusion to which. Curio made 
them a very smart reply, when they affected to be 
extremely importunate with him- to withdraw his 
protest '' I am the more inclined,'' said he, " to do 
*' so, as I am sure it would be a terrible disappoint- 
" ment to some who have voted on the other side/' 
As to political afiairs, the efforts of all parties are 
at present directed to a single point; and the ge- 
neral contest still is- in relation to the provinces. 
Pompey seems to unite in earnest with the senate, 
that the 13tl^| of November may be limited for 



* As Cicero's popular talents could not but render him of 
service to any party he should espouse, he was at this time 
courted both by Pompey and CfBsar. 

f That is, with respect to Caesar ; in whose interest Cu- 
rio had lately declared himself. 

X The commencement of Ciesar's government in Gaul 

cannot be dated higher than the year of Rome 695 ; for it 

is unanimously agreed by all the ancient historians, that he 

was consul in the year 094* This government was at first 

10 
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Csssar's resigning his government. Curio^ on the 
contrary, is determined to oppose this to the ut- 
most; and, accordingly, has relinquished all his 
other schemes, in order to apply his whole strength 
to the af&ir in question. As to our party, ^ yot\^ 



granted to him for fiTe yean, and afterwards enlarged fbr 
five more. Agreeably to this computation, therefore, the 
legal period of his administration could not expire tiU the 
year 705 ; yet Cicero, in a letter to Atticus, written in the 
very beginning of the year 704, speaks of it as absolutely 
completed. Cesar, on the contrary, in the harangue which 
he made to his army, just before his march into Italy, in 
the commencement of the same year, expressly says, that 
they bad served under him nine years $ and it appears, by 
what he mentions soon afterwards, that there wanted six. 
months to complete his decennial period when he was re- 
called from his government. The historians, likewise, are 
neither agreed with themselves, nor with each other, in 
their account of the continuance of Cassar's administration 
in Gaul. For Suetonius in one place calls it nine years, 
and in another ten ; whereas, Dion Cassins expressly says 
it Was but eight As the decision of this difficnlty would 
prove very little entertaining to the generality of English 
readers, it is only marked out for the consideration of those, 
who may think the solution worth their inquiry. Vid. Ad 
Ait. vii. 9. Cas, Bel. Civil i. 7. 9. Suet, in Jul 85. 09. 
Dio. xliv. p. 863. 

* This party was what they called the optimaiety and 
which, in modem language, might be termed the ** coootry 
party." They wanted not only spiriti but unaninuty, to act 
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well know their irresolution; and, consequently, 
will readHy believe me when I tell you, they have 
not the spirit to push their opposition to the last 
extremity. The whole mystery of the scene, in 
short, is this : Pompey, that he may not seem to 
oppose Caesar, or to aim at any thing but what 
the latter shall think perfectly equitable, represents 
Curio as acting in this affair merely upon his own 
authority, and with no other view than to create 
disturbances. It is certain, at the same time, that 
Pompey is much averse tp CsBsar's- being elected 
consul, before he shall have delivered up his go- 
vernment, together with the command of the army; 
and, indeed, he seems to be extremely apprehen- 
sive of the consequences, if it should prove other- 
wise. In the mean while, he is severely attacked 
by Curio, who is perpetually reproaching him with 
deviating from the principles upon which he acted 
in his second consulship. Take my word for it, 
notwithstanding all the difficulties they may throw 
in Curio's way, Caesar will never want a friend to 
rise up in his cause ; and if the whole turns, as they 
seem to fear, upon his procuring some tribune to 
interpose his negative to their decrees, I will ven- 



to any effectual purpose : non enim boni, ut putant, cwuenti" 
mtt 9AyB Cicero, in a letter to Atticns, vU. 5. 
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tui e to pronounce, that he may remain in Gaul as 
long as he shall think proper. 

You will find the several opinions of the senators, 
in relation to this afiair, in the newspaper which I 
herewith send to you. I leave you to select such 
articles as you may think worthy of notice ; for 
though I have omitted all the idle stories of such 
a man being hissed ''^ at the public games, of ano- 
ther being buried with great funeral pomp, toge- 
ther with various impertinencies of the same unin- 
teresting kind; it still abounds with many para- 
graphs of little moment. However, I chose to err 
on the right side ; and had rather hazard inform- 
ing you of what you may not, perhaps, desire to 
hear, than pass over any thing material. 

I am glad to find, that your care has not been 
wanting to procure me satisfaction from Sittius; 
and since you suspect that affair is not in very safe 
hands, l entreat you to take it altogether into your 
own. Farewell. 



* It tvas usual with the populace, when any person, who 
liad incurred their displeasure, entered the places of public 
entertainments, to express their resentments by a general 
hiss. An instance of this Icind, which happened with regard 
to the celebrated Hortensius, is mentioned in the 29th letter 
of the third Book. See p. T. of this Yolttme. 
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LETTER VIL 

[A. U. 703.] 

TO CANINIUS SALLUSTIUS,^ PROQUJESTOR. 

Your coarier delivered both your letters to me 
at Taurus, on the 17th of July ; which I will answer, 
as you seem to desire, according to their respective 
dates. 

I have heard no news of my successor, and, in- 
deed, I am inclined to believe, that none will be 
appointed. Nevertheless, I see no occasion for my 
continuance in this province after the expiration of 
my year; f especially now that all our fears are 
over with respect to the Parthians. I do not pro- 
pose to stay at any place in my return ; though, 
perhaps, I may visit Rhodes, in order to shew that 
city to my son and nephew ; % but of this I am not 

• Nothing more is known of this person than what may 
be collected ft-om the present letter ; by which it appears, 
that he was quaestor to Bibulns in Syria. 

f That period was now within a few days of expiring; 
for the letter before us could not have been written sooner 
than the 17th of July, and Cicero's administration ended 
on the last day of the same month ; computing it from the 
iime he entered his province. Fid, Ep. Tom. xv. 2. 

} " The island of Rhodes is situated in the Mediterra* 
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yet determined. The truth is, I am desirous of 
reaching Rome as soon as possible; however, I 
shall regulate my journey according to the posture 
of public afiPairs. But I am afraid it will be im- 
possible for your successor to be so expeditious, as 
to give you an opportunity of joining me in Asia. 
As to what you mention concerning your ac- 
counts, it may save you, I confess, some trouble, 
to make use of the dispensation which Bibulus, it 
seems, is willing to grant But I think you can 
scarce neglect delivering them in, without violating 
the Julian law ; * and though Bibulus may ha?e 
his particular reasons f for not paying obedience 

** nean, not far from the coast of Lycia and Caria. It had 
** a city of the same name, which was at this time much 
** celebrated and resorted to, on account of its schools of 
^< eloquence and philosophy. Cicero himself, in the course 
" of his travels, resided some time here, and applied him- 
** self to the study of oratory under the direction of Molo, 
*' who was both an experienced pleader and fine writer." 
Mr Ross, 

» Julius CsBsar procured a. law in his first consulate, by 
which it was enacted, that the several magistrates in the 
provinces should deposite a copy of their respective ac- 
counts in the two principal cities of their government. 
Pigh. AvmU i. 352. 

f Bibulus, in the year of Rome 694, was elected joint 
consul with Csesar, by whom he was treated with great 
contempt and indignity for endeavouring to withstand the 



X 
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to that ordinance^ I cannot but strongly advise your 
observing its injunctions. . 

I find you agree with some others of my friends, 
in thinking, that I ought not to have drawn the 
troops out of Apamea; and I am sorry I should 
have given occasion, by that step, to the malicious 
censures of my enemies. But you are singular in 
doubting whether the Parthians had at that time 
actually repassed the Euphrates. It was in full 
confidence of a fact so universally confirmed, that 
I evacuated the several garrisons of those brave 
and numerous troops with which I had filled them. 
It is by no means reasonable, that I should trans- 
mit my quaestor's accounts to you ; nor indeed are 
they yet settled. I intend, however, to deposite ^ 
copy of them at Apamea. In answer to what you 
mention, concerning the booty we took from the 
Parthians in this war, let me assure you, that no 
man shall touch any part of it, except the city 
quaestors on behalf of the public. I purpose to 
leave the money at Laodicea, which shall arise 
from the sale of those spoils, and to take security 



violent measures of bis administratioo. [See Vol. I. p. 174w 
note.] It is probable, tberefore, that Bibulus, in resent- 
ment of these injuries, refused to acknowledge the validity 
of the law mentioned in the preceding note ; as not having 
been passed, perhaps, with all the necessary formalities. 
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for its being paid in Rome ; in order to avoid the 
hazard^ both to myself and the commonwealth, of 
conveying it in specie. As to your request concern- 
ing the 100^000 drachmas,* it is not in my power 
to comply with it. For the chests of money taken 
in war, fall under the direction of the praefects, in 
the same manner as all other plunder; andthe par^ 
ticular share that belongs to mydelf, is in the hands 
of the qusstor. In return to your question, what 
my thoughts are concerning the legions which have 
received orders to march into Syria, I always doubt- 
ed of their arrival. But I am >now fully persuaded, 
if it should be known at Rome that every thing is 
4|uiet in your province, before those forces enter 
Syria, that they will certainly be countermanded. 
And as the senate has appointed your successor, 
Marius, to conduct those troops, I imagine it will 
be a considerable time before you see him. Thus 
far in reply to your first letter : I am now to take 
notice of your second. 

I want no inclination to recommend you, as you 
desire, in the strongest manner to Bibulus ; but I 
must take this opportunity of chiding you a little, 
for having never acquainted me of the ill, though 
unmerited, terms on which I stand with him.t You 

. * About 30001. of our money, 
f Notwithstanding Cicero represents the disgust whicJi 
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are, indeed, the only one of my friends among his 
officers who omitted to inform me, that when the 
city of Antiochia was in a general consternation 
from the late invasion of the P^rthians, and their 
great hopes depended upon me and my army, that 
Bibulus often declared, he would suffer the last ez« 
tremity rather than be obliged to my assistance. 
However, I was riot offended at your silence, as I 
imputed it to that particular and powerful connec- 
tion in which you stood related to him as his quaes- 
tor, though I was not ignorant, at the same tim^ 
of the manner in which he treated you. But his 
unfriendly disposition appeared likewise in another 
instance; for though he dispatched a courier to 
Thermus, with an account of the irruption of the 
Parthians, be did not think proper to communicate 
any intelligence of that kind to me, notwithstand- 
ing he well knew that I was particularly concerned 
in the consequence of that invasion.* The single 
letter I received from him, was, to desire my inte- 
rest when his son was soliciting the office of augur; 



Bibslm had conceived against him to have been altogether 
without foundation, yet (as Manutios justly observes upon 
this passage) he had great reason to be offended ; for Cice- 
ro bad been a principal promoter of those excessive ho- 
nours which had been paid to Caesar.— See p.8Sl. note. 
* Cicero's province being contiguous to that of Syria. 
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to vehich> in compliance with those sentiments I 
ever bore towards him^ and in tenderness to the af- 
fliction under which he then laboured,* I endea- 
voured to return him the most civil and friendly 
answer I was capable. If this behaviour proceed- 
ed from a general moroseness of temper, (which, I 
confess, I never took to be his disposition,) I have 
the less reason to complain ; but if it arose from 
any particular coolness to myself, my recommen^ 
dations can nothing avail you. I am inclined to 
suspect the latter, from the whole tenor of his con- 
duct towards me. For, in his late dispatches to the 
senate, he is pleased to usurp the entire credit of 
an aflair, in which I was jointly concerned with 
him^ and assures that venerable assembly, that 
** he had taken proper care to settle the exchxmge f 
** in such a manner as would be most advantageous 
'' to the public.^' He mentions, at the same time# 
as his own act, what was solely and absolutely 

* Two of his BOOS had lately been murdered at Alexan- 
dria by some Roman soldiers. Seneca mentions the beha- 
viour of Bibulus, upon this occasion, as an example of phi- 
' loBOphical magnanimity ; for the very next day after he 
had received this afflicting news, he had the resolution to 
appear in the public exercise of his proconsular office.-— 
Vol, Max, iv. 1. ^mec, ctmsuL ad marc. 14. 

f Of the public money, which was to be remitted from 
Cilicia and Syria to the treasury at Rome. 
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mine; and says, that, ** in order to ease the peo- 
^ pie of the burden of maintaining the Lombard 
*^ troops,* he forebore to demand them/' On the 
other hand, he thought proper to give me part in 
an action which belongs altogether to hknseif ; and 
names me in the letter I am speaking of, as '' join- 
** ing in his application for a larger allowance of 
" corn for the use of the auxiliary troops." To 
point out a.nother instance, also, which betrays the 
meanest and most contemptible malevolence ; Ari- 
obarzanes having been particularly recommended 
by the senate to ray protection, f and it being by 
my means they were prevailed upon to acknow- 
ledge his regal title, Bibulus constantly speaks of 
him, throughout his letter, under the degrading ap- 
pellation of " the son of the late king." My re- 
commendation, therefore, to a person thus ill-dis- 
posed towards me, would only render him so much 
the more disinclined to serve you. Nevertheless, I 
herewith inclose a letter, which I have written to 
him, in compliance with your request; and I leave 
it to your own discretion, to make what use of it 
you shall think proper. Farewell. 



• Which were raised in order to be sent against the Par- 
thians. 

f See Let. I. of Book iv. 
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LETTEft Vffl. 

[A. U. 708.] 
MABCUS CCELIUS TO CICERO. 

i CONGRATULATE you on youF alliance* with so 
worthy a man as Dolabella ; for such I sincerely 
"" think him. His former conduct, it is true, has not 
been altogether for his own advantage. But time 
has now worn out those little indiscretions of his 
youth ; at least if any of them should still remain, 
the authority and advantage of your advice and 
friendship, together with the good sense of Tullia, 
will soon, I am confident, reclaim him. He is by 
no means, indeed, obstinate in his errors; and it is 
not from any incapacity of discerning better, when- 
ever he deviates from the right path. To say all 
in one word, I infinitely love him. 

Do you know, my dear Cicero, what a victory 
Curio has lately obtained in relation to the provin- 
ces ? The senate, in pursuance of a former order, 
having assembled to consider of the obstruction 
which some of the tribunes had given to their de- 

• See p. 197. note. 
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cree,* Marcus Marcellns moved, that application 
might be made to those magistrates to withdraw 
their protest; but it was carried in the negative by 
a considerable majority. Pompey is at present in 
such delicate circumstances, that he will scarce find 
any measures, I believe, perfectly to his satis&c- 
tion. The senate, however, seemed to intend, by 
the resolution I just now mentioned, f that Caesar 
shall be admitted asa candidate for the consulship, 
notwithstanding he should refuse to resign his go- 
vernment What effect this may have upon Pom- 
pey> you shall know as soon as I can discover.]; In 
the mean time, it imports you wealthy veterans to 
consider what methods to pursue, in case the latter 
should appear either unable or unwilling to support 
the republic. 



« Thifl decree, together with the protest of the tribunei 
here mentioned, is inserted at large in the 7th letter of the 
4th Book. 

+ Cicero speaks of this resolution in a letter to Atticus, 
and prodoces it as a proof, that the intentions of the senate 
were not troe to the interest of the commonwealth. For 
had the motion of Marccllus been vigorously supported. 
Curios opposition, he says, would have been in vain, and 
C«sar must necessarily have resigned his command.— ^d 
^tt. vii, 7. 

t There i» evidently gome error in the Utin text j which 
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Hortensius* lies at the pomt of death. Fare- 
well. 



nuM thus, Quemadmodum hoc laturus Pompeiiis st7, cum cog' 
noscatf fuidnam reipublidB Juturum sit, si aut non-curetf vot 
aenesy &c. I have ventured, though unsupported by any of 
the manuscripts or commentators, fo read this passage in 
the following manner : Quemadmodum hoc Pompeius laturus 
sitf cum cognoscam, te certiorem faciam. Quidnam reip, 
Juturum sitf si aut non possit, aut non curet, vos, &c. 

* Hortensius would have been considered as the noblest 
orator that ever shined in the Roman Forum, if Cicero had 
not risen with superior lustre. There was a peculiar elo- 
quence in his manncTy as well as in his expression ; and it 
was difficult to determine whether his audience behe^ the 
grace of his action, or listened to the charms of his rheto- 
ric, with greater admiration and pleasure. Cicero often 
celebrates him for the prodigious strength of hfl meiyory; 
of which the elder Seneca baa recorded a remarkable in^ 
stance. He undertook, it seems, a« a proof of its force, to 
attend a whole day at a public auction, and give an exact 
account of every thing that was put up to sale, of the price 
at which it was sold, and of the name of every particular 
purchaser ; and this be accordingly executed without fiiil- 
ing in a single article. Cicero received the news of his 
death with real concern ; for though there was a perpetual 
emulation, there was a mutual^ friendship nevertheless be- , 
tween them. This harmony, so unusual with those who 
contend together for the same prize, was greatly owing to 
the good offices of Atticus ; who seems illdeed, upon all oc- 
casions, (and it is the most amiable part of his very sii^gu* 
lar character,) to have employed the remarkable influence 
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IJETTER rX. 

[A. U. 703.] 
TO APPIUS PULCHEIt. 

That I may answer your letter in due form, let 
me pay my congratulations to you in the first place, 
and then turn to what concerns myself. 

Be assured, the account you gave me concerning 
the erent of your trial on the information for bribe* 
ry,* afforded me great pleasure. Not because you 
were acquitted ; for I never entertained the least 
doubt of the contrary ; but to find, that there was 
not a single judge who dared throw in a negative 
upon your innocence, even under all the secresy 
and safety which the method of ballotting would 
have secured to his malice. This is a circumstance 
altogether extraordinary; a circumstance, indeed, 
so }ittle agreeable to the general principles and 
purposes of the present depraved generation, that 



he eigoyed with all parties, in reconciling differences, and 
cementing friendships. Hortensius was about six years older 
than Cicero; and died in the 63d year of his age. — Val. 
Jfor. viii. 10. Cic, declar. orat, 301. Senec, controvers, i, 
in proem. Ad Att, vi. 6. viii. 8. Com. Ntp, m Vit AU. 5. 
• See p. 149. note. 

5 
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the more I reflect on your high rank, on your pub- 
lic and priyate yirtues, and on the distinguished ho- 
nours to which they haye exalted you, the more I 
consider it with astonishment. I can truly say, no 
occurrence has happened for. a considerable time 
that surprized me more. 

And now, let me entreat you, to imagine yourself 
for a moment in my situation, with respect to the 
aflair you mentioned; * and if you should then find 
that you are under«no diliiculties, I will not desire 
you to excuse mine. You will allow me to join in 
your own good-natured wishes, that an alliance, 
which was conducted without my knowledge, may 
prove happy both to me and to my daughter. I 
will venture to hope, too, that something may be 
derived not altogether unfavourable to my wishes,t 
even from the particular conjuncture wherein this 
transaction has happened ; though I must add, that 
nothing encourages me in this hope so much as the 
sentiments I entertain of your candour and good 
sense. What farther to say I know not. On the 
one hand, it would not become me to speak with 



* The marriage of Cicero's daughter with Dolabella. 

f What Cicero seems to intimate in this passage, is, that 
be might probably be enabled, by the influence which his 
alliance would give him with Dolabella, to infuse into him 
a more favourable disposition towards Appius. 

▼OU II. Q 
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more despondoicy of an aiiair> to which yoo have 
kindly given your favourable presages; on the 
other^ there are some lights in which I cannot view 
it without uneasiness. I am apprehensive, indeed, 
lest you should not be sufficiently persuaded, that 
this treaty was managed without my privity ; * as, 
in truth, it was by some of my friends, to whom I 
gave a general commission to act in my absence 
as they should judge proper, without referring them« 
selves, at this great distance, to me. But if you ask 
what measures I would have taken, had I been pre- 
sent? I will freely own, I should have approved of 
the match ;t though, as to the time of consum- 
mating it, I should certainly have done nothing ei- 
ther without your advice, or contrary to your in- 
clination. 
. You have already discovered, I dare say, how 

♦ See p. 19T. note. 

+ Cicero had surely forgotten what he said to Appias in 
a former letter. For, taking notice of the report which 
Dolabella had spread concerning this match, he affirms 
there was so little of truth in it, that he would much sooner 
renounce all former correspondence with Dolabella, than 
enter into a new connection with a man who had declared 
himself the enemy of Appius. Ego citius cum eo, qui tuas ini- 
micitiaa suscepisset, veterem conjunctionem diremissem, quam 
novam coficiliassem. — £p. Fam. iii. 10. See the first letter 
of this Book. 

10 
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terribly I am perplexed between apologizing for a 
step which I am obliged to defend, and avoiding, 
at the same time, saying any thing that may give 
you o£fence. Have so much charity, therefore, I 
beseech yon, as to ease me of this embarrassment ; 
for, in fair truth, I never pleaded a more difficult 
cause. Of this, however, be well persuaded, that 
had I not, ere I was informed of this alliance, com^ 
pleted my good offices in your service, it would 
have induced me to defend your reputation, not in- 
deed with more zeal, (for that would have been im- 
passible,) but certainly with so much the more con- 
spicuous and significant testimonies of my friend- 
ship. 

The first notice that was given me of this mar-' 
riage, was by a letter which I received on the 3d 
of August, upon my arrival at Sida; at which city 
I touched in my voyage from the province. Your 
friend Servilius, who was then with me, seemed a 
good deal concerned at the news; but I assured 
him, that the only efiect it would have, with re- 
spect to myself, would be to give an additional 
strength to my future services in your behalf. To 
be short, though it cannot increase my affection for 
you, it has increased my endeavours of rendering 
that affection more evident ; and as our former dis- 
union made me so much the more cautious to avoid 
affording the least suspicion that my reconcilement 
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with you was not thoroughly sincere ; so this al- 
liance will heighten my care not to give the world 
reason to think that it has in any degree impaired 
the strength of that perfect friendship I bear you. 
Farewell. 



LETTER X. 
[A. U. 703.] 



Praise from thy lips 'tis mine with pride to boast; 
He best can give it who deserves it most : 

as Hector, I think, says to the venerable Priam, in 
one of Naevius's plays. Honourable, indeed, is that 
approbation which is bestowed by those who have 
themselves been the constant object of universal 
applause. Accordingly, I esteem the encomiums 
you conferred apon me in the senate, together with 
your congratulatory letter, as a distinction of the 
highest and most illustrious kind.t Nothing could 



« This letter is an answer to the second in the preceding 
Book, p. 143. 

+ Cicero was at this time well pleased with the part 
which Gato had acted towards him ; for he tells Atticns^ 
what he likewise says in this letter, that " he looked upon 
'* the applauses which the former had conferred upon him 



BOOK VI. OF CICERO. !?4a 

be more agreeable to my wishes, as nothing could 
be more glorioas for my reputation, than your ha- 
ving thus freely given to friendship, whatever you 
could strictly give to truth. Were Rome entirely 

** in the senate, as preferable to all the trlamphs in the 
** world." Bat he soon changed his language ; and, in his 
subsequent letters to Atticus, he expresses himself wilh great 
warmth and indignation against Cato*s behaviour in this 
very article. Cato, it seems, had granted to Bibulus what 
he refused to Cicero, and voted that a general thanksgiving 
should be appointed for the success of the former in Syria. 
This was a preference which Cicero could not digest, and 
he complains of it to Atticus in terms to the following pur- 
pose : ** Cato," says he, *f has given me his applauses, 
<< which I did not desire^ but refused me his suffrage, though 
'< I earnestly requested it. Yet this ungrateful man has 
*' voted, that a thanksgiving shall be appointed for twenty 
'< days, in honour of Bibulus. Pardon me for saying it ; 
*' but I neither can, nor will forgive so iiQurious a treat- 
** ment." Cicero ascribes this conduct of Cato to envy | 
and his ingenious translator, Monsieur Mongault, imputes it 
to partiality. On the contrary, I am persuaded it flowed 
neither from the one nor the other, but was the pure result 
of that impai'tial justice, which seems, upon all occurren- 
ces, to have invariably determined his actions. For Cice- 
ro had undoubtedly no claim to the honour he demanded ; 
and for this reason, among others, because the qiimber of 
the slain on the- side of the enemy was not so great as the 
laws iu these cases required. [Yid. Mp. Fam, viii. ll.j 
But it is probable, that the claim of Bibulus was supported 
by all the legal requisites. For though the Parthiaos were 
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composed of Cat08> or could it produce many (as 
it is surprising it can furnish even one) of that ve- 
nerable character, my desires would be amply sa- 
tisfied, afld I should prefer your single approbation 
to all the laurels and all the triumphal cars in the 
universe. In my own judgment, indeed, and ac- 
cording to the refined estimate of tnie philosophy, 
the honours you paid me in the senate, and which 
have been transmitted to me by my friends, is un- 
doubtedly the most significant distinction I can pos- 
sibly receive. I acquainted you, in my former let- 
ter, with the particular motives which induced me 
to be desirous (for I will not call it ambitious) of a 
triumph ; and if the reasons I there assigned will 
not, in your opinion, justify a warm pursuit of that 
honour, they must prove, at least, that I ought not 
to refuse it, if the senate should make me the ofifer; 
and I hope that assembly, in consideration of my 



driven out of Syria before his arrival in the province, yet 
Cassius, by whose bravery they were repalsed, acted under 
the auspices of Bibulus ; sub ejus auspicia res gesfte erani, as 
they expressed it. Now the success of the lieutenant, or 
other subordinate officer, was always imputed to the gene- 
ral, notwithstanding he were not actually present ; as be- 
ing supposed to arise from the effect of these auspicia^ or 
sacred rites, which he previously performed ere he set out 
on his intended expedition.— ^d Att, vii. 1. 2. 3. Rosin, 
jintiq, Rom, 968. 
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3ervices ia this [)roYiQC6, will oot thiok me oade- 
serving of a reward so usually conferred. If I 
should not be disappointed in this hope, my only 
request is, (what indeed you kindly promise,) that 
as you have paid me the honours you thought most 
to my glory, you would rejoice in my obtaining 
those which are most to my inclination. And this 
disqposition you have already very sincerely shewn, 
not only by your letter, but by having signed the 
decree that has passed in my favour; for decrees 
of this kind, I know, are usually subscribed by 
those who are most in the interest of the person to 
whose hcHiour they are voted. I will only add, that 
I hope to see you very shortly ; and may I find the 
republic in a happier situation than I have reason 
to fear! Farewell. 

LETTER XI. 
[A. U. 703.] 

TO CAIUS MARCELLUS, CONSUL. 

I AM informed, by the letters of all my friends, 
what indeed I was sufficiently sensible of by the 
effects, that you have exerted the same generous 
zeal in promoting my honours,* now that you are 

* This alludes to the good offices of Marcellus, in rela- 
tion to the general thanksgiving which had lately been voted 
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ooosul, which yoa always diflcoTered> in conjiinc- 
tion with your whole 6unily» in every preceding 
station of your life. There is no good office, there- 
fore> which you have not a full right to claim at 
my hands, as there is none which I shall not at all 
times be most warmly and joyfully ready to return. 
It is a point of much importance from whom one 
receives an obligation ; but, believe me, there is 
not a man in the world I would rather choose to be 
obliged to than yourself. For, not to mention that 
I have been attached to you by a similitude of 
studies, and by the many generous services I have 
received both from yourself and your father; there 
is an additional inducement, which, in my estima- 
tion, is of all others the most engaging, — I mean the 
manner in which you act, and have ever acted, in 
the administration of public aiiairs. As nothing; 
then, is more dear to me than the commonwealth, 
can I scruple to be as much indebted to you in 
my own particular, as I am in common with every 
firiend to the republic ? And may your patriot la- 
bours be attended, as I trust they will, with all the 
success they deserve ! 

If the Etesian winds,* which usually begin to 

for ibemcccBa of Cicero's anns in CUicia. See the 6th let. 
ferofthisBook, p.223. 

•Periodical winds, which constantly blow the same way 
daring a certain number of months every year. 
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blow aboat this season of the year> should not re- 
tard my voyage, I hope to see you very i^edily. 
Farewell 



LETTER Xn. 

[A.U.703.] 

TO APPIUS PULCHER. 

When the question, concerning the military ho- 
nours to be paid to your arms,**^ was formerly de- 
bated in the senate, I supported the cause of your 
glory with as much warmth and zeal, as if I had 
foreseen that I should one day have occasion for 
your good offices of the same kind to myself. Truth 
obliges me, however, to acknowledge, that you have 
returned much more than you received. All my 
letters, indeed, from Rome, agree in assuring me, 
that you not only supported my interest by the au- 
thority of your eloquence, and the credit of your 
^ vote, (which was as much as I could in reason de- 
sire from a man of your rank and character,) but 
that, by contributing your advice, by assisting at the 
meetings which were held upon my account, by your 

* In Cilicia, probably ; in which province Appius, as the 
reader has been informed, was predecessor to Cic«ro. This 
letter is upon the same subject with the preceding. 
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personal applications, and, in short> by your assidui- 
ty in general, you rendered the good offices of the 
rest of my friends altogether superfluous. These 
are circumstances far more to my credit than the 
honour itself for which you thus generously labour- 
ed. The latter, indeed, has frequently been obtain- 
ed by those who had done nothing to deserve it ; 
but no man was ever supported with so much zeal 
by an advocate thus illustrious, without merit to 
justify his claim. But the great benefit that I pro- 
pose to myself by your friendship, arises entirely 
from the advantages which naturally flow from an 
intercourse of this kind ; as nothing, in truth, can 
be attended with greater, especially between two 
persons, who, like you and me, are united by the 
same common pursuits ; for I profess to act with 
you upon the same political principles in which our 
sentiments are perfectly agreed, as well as to be 
joined with you in an equal attachment to the same 
arts and sciences which we mutually cultivate. I 
sincerely wish, that fortune had as strongly con-, 
nected us in every other respect, and that you could 
think of all who belong to me* with the same 
friendly sentiments I entertain for those who stand 
related to j^ou. But I do not despair, that even this 



* This alludes to Dolabella, whose conduct to Appiu& 
has been so often mentioned io these remarks. 
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ma}* be effected. It is a point, however, in which 
you are no way concerned, and which it is my part 
alone to manage. In the mean time, I beg you 
would be persuaded, as you will most certainly ex- 
perience, that this alliance has, if possible, rather 
augmented than diminished the warmth of my zeal 
for your service. 

But, as I hope I am now writing to a censor,^ I 
must have the modesty to shorten my letter, that I 
may not be guilty of a breach of respect to a ma- 
gistrate, who is the great superintendant of good 
manners. Farewell. 

LETTER XIIL 

[A. U. 70S.] 
TO MARCUS CCELIUS, CURULE-ADILE. 

Nothing could be more judicious, nor more care- 
fully conducted, than your management of Curio in 
relation to the thanksgiving.f Indeed, the circum- 
stances of that whole affair, have proved entirely 
conformable to my wishes; not only as it passed 
the senate with so much expedition, but as our mu- 



« See p. 194. note. 

f See tbe sixth letter of the present Book, to which this 
is an answer. 
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tual competitor, the angry Hirnis, expressed his as- 
sent to those divine encomiums with which Cato 
honoured my actions. I am inclined to flatter my- 
self, therefore, that this will lead to a triumph ; and 
I desire you would be prepared accordingly. 

It is with great pleasure I find that Bolabella 
enjoys the happiness of your esteem and friend- 
ship. I was at no loss to guess the circumstance 
to which you alluded, when you mentioned your 
hopes that the prudence of my daughter TulHa 
would temper his conduct But what would you 
have said had you seen the letter I wrote* to Ap- 
pius, immediately after I received yours upon that 
subject ? Yet thus we must act, my friend, if we 
would live in the world, t I hope the gods will 
give success to this match, and that I shall have 
reason to be well satisfied with my son-in-law; I 
am sure, at least, your amicable offices will ex- 
tremely contribute to that end. 

The dark prospect of public affairs fills me with 

great disquietude. I am well-inclined towards Cu- 

"o; it is my wish that Caesar's achievements may 

meet with the honourable rewards they deserve; 

and I would wiJJingly sacrifice my life in support 

pre*eI?Book!' ^'^ ^^'""^ ^'''''^'' """^"^ ****** *"* ""^ ^^ 
+ See p. 197. note. 
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of Pompey ; still, however^ none of my affections 
are superior to that which I feel for my country. 
But, I perceive, you do not take any great part in 
her contests ; being divided, I suppose, between the 
different obligations of a patriot and a friend. 

Upon my departure from the province, I left the 
administration in the hands of Caldus.* You will 
be surprized, perhaps, that I should commit so great 
a trust to so young a man. But you will remem- 
ber that he was my quaestor; that he is a youth of 
a noble family; and that I am justified in my choice 
by a practice almost universal. Besides, I had no 
other person near me of superior rank ; for Pontini- 
us hstd long before quitted the province, and as to 
my brother, I could by no means have prevailed 
upon him to accept the employment. Indeed, if I 
had placed the administration in his hands, the ma- 
licious part of the world would probably have said, 
that, instead of resigning my government in obe- 
dience to the decree of the senate, I still continued 
it in the person of one who may justly be consi- 
dered as my second self. They might, perhaps, 
have added, too, that the intentions of the senate 
were, that those only should command in the pro- 
vinces who had never enjoyed a government be- 



* The person to whom the third letter of this Book u 
addreoed. 



SM THE LETTERS book ti. 

fore * ; whereas my brother had actually presided 
in Asiaf daring three whole years. The method 
I have taken^ therefore, secures me from all cen- 
sure ; whereas, if I had substituted my brother, 
there is no abuse I should not have had reason to 
expect In fine, I was induced, I will not say to 
court, but at least to avoid disobliging a young man 
of Caldus's quality, not only by "my own inclina- 
tion, but by the example also of our two great po- 
tentates ; X who, in the same manner, and for the 
same reason, distinguished their respective quaes- 
tors, Cassius and Antonius.§ Upon the whole, my 
friend, I expect that you approve of my choice; 
for it is now out of my power to recal it. 

The hint you dropped concerning Ocella, was 
so extremely obscure, || that I could make nothing 
of it, and I find no mention of it in your news- 
paper. 

* The particular decree to which Cicero alludes, may be 
found among those which are inserted in the seventh letter 
of the fourth Book. It stands the last. 

+ He was elected governor of Asia Minor, in the year of 
Rome 692. 

f Cesar and Pompey. 

^ Quintus Cassius, brother to the celebrated Caius Cas- 
sias, was quaestor to Pompey, in Spain ; as Mark Antony 
served under Cassar io the same quality, when he presided 
as proprietor in that province. 

H See the sixth letter of the fifth Book, p. 155. 
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You are become so wonderfiilly celebratccl, that 
the fame of your conduct in relation to Matrinius^ 
has travelled beyond Mount Tauras. 

If I should not be delayed by the Etesian winds, 
I hope to embrace you and the rest of my friends 
very soon. Farewell. 

LETTER XIV. 

[A. U. 703.] 
MARCUS C<ELIUS TO CICERO. 

I AM ashamed to own how much occasion I have 
to complain of Appius. This ungrateful man singled 
me out as the object of his secret spleen, for no 
other reason but because he has received greater 
obligations from me than his narrow spirit would 
suffer him to return. However, he could not carry 
on his malicious purposes with so much conceal- 
ment, as to prevent my receiving an intimation of 
them ; and, indeed, I had myself observed, that he 
certainly did not mean me well. Accordingly I 
found, that he had been tampering with his col- 
league* to my prejudice; as he soon afterwards 
openly avowed his injurious designs to some others 

« Lucias Calpburnius Piso, the father-in-law of CsBsar* 
was colleague with Appius in the censorial office. 
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of his friends. I discovered^ also, that he had en- 
tered into some consultations of the same kind with 
Lucius Domitius ; who is lately^ I must inform you, 
become my most bitter enemy. In short, I per- 
ceived, that he was endeavouring to recommend 
himself to Pompey, by his ill offices to me. Never- 
theless, I could not submit to enter into any per- 
sonal remonstrances, or intercessions, with a man 
whom I had reason to consider as indebted to me 
even for his life. I contented myself, therefore, 
with complaining to some of our common friends, 
who had been witnesses to the obligations he had 
received at my hands. But as this method, I found, 
was to no purpose, and that he would not deign to 
give me the least satisfaction, I determined to ap- 
ply to his colleague. I rather chose, indeed, to ask 
a favour of the latter, (notwithstanding I was sen- 
sible that my connections with you* had rendered 
him far from being my friend,) than undergo the 
mortification of engaging in a personal confidence 
with so ridiculous and contemptible a mortal as 
Appius. This step extremely exasperated him, and 
he was no sooner apprised of it, than he warmly 



• An enmity had subsisted between Piso and Cicero, ever 
since the consulate of the former, who concurred with Clo- 
dius m those violent measures which terminated in Cicero'. 
exile. See Vol. I. pp. 40. 186. notes. 
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oomplained that I was seeking a pretMioe to quar^ 
rel with faim, meiely in reseDtmenty he said, for his 
not having fully gratified my avaricioua expecta* 
tions. Soon after this» he openly ehdeaFomcd to 
procure Senrius to exhibit articles of impeachment 
against me« and entered into several eonsulMions 
with Bomitius for that purpose. But, when they 
perceived that they could not succeed in their im* 
tended charge, they dropped this design, and t^ 
solved to encourage a prosecution of another kind; 
though, at the same time, they well knew that there 
was not the least shadow of evidence to support 
their accusation. However, towards the ebse of 
ray Circensian games,* these shameless oanfede* 
rates caused me to be indicted on the Scantioiaa 
law.f But Pola, whom they had spirited up to be 

• Circensiao games is a geneial name C^r Ui<Mie tliowi q€ 
yariou kinds, whicb were exhibited at dilferent seasoiv U^ 
the people in the Circus $ a place in R^me set apart far 
those purposes. But the particular games alluded to in this 
passage, are most probably (as Manotius, with great reapon, 
coiuectures) those which they called the Romao* For tlicae 
were exhibited by the sedUes in September! and this letter 
seems to have been written some time in that or the follow- 
ing month. The nature of these games i^ been explained 
in a former note. 

+ The author of this law was Marcus Scantinius, who 
was tribune of the people in the year of Rome 601 . It pro- 
hibited that horrid and wmataral comn^rce, which^ in f^ 

VOL. II. B 
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the informer, had scarce entered his acUon, when 
I lodged an information against our vrorthy censor* 
faimselC for the very same crime. And nothing, 
in truth, coold have been mote happily concerted. 
For this retaliation was. so universally applauded, 
aad by the better sort too among the people, that 
the general satisfaction they have expressed, has 
mortified Appius evei^ more than the disgrace of 
the information itself. I have charged him, like- 
wise, with appropriating a little chapel to his pri- 
vate use, which belongs to the publicf 

It 18 almost six weeks since I delivered my for* 
mer letter to the slave, who now brings you both ; 
and I am extremely vexed at the fellow's delay.— > 
I think I have no farther news to send you, except 

ter-a^ of more confinned aod shameless comiptioD, be- 
came so general, as to be ofienly avowed even by those who 
affected, in other respects^ a decency of character. Horace 
and Pliny the consul are both instances of this kind, and af- 
ford a very remarkable evidence, that the best dispositions 
are not proof against fashionable vices, how detestable so- 
ever, without a much stronger counterpoise than a m^re mo- 
ral sense tan supply^ 

♦ Appius. 

f Manutins, in his remark upon thb place, produces a 
passage from Livy, by which he proves, that it was the 
business of the censors to take care that these public chapels 
should not be shut up by private peisons from the general 
and common use to which they were originally erected.' 
6 
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that Domitiuat is in great pain for the success of 
his approachiog electbn. 

. As I earnestiy wish to see joa, I expect your 
at ri^al with much impatience. I will only add my 
request* that you would shew the world 3^00 are as 
aeusible of the injuries done to me, as I have ever 
vrarmly resented those which have at any time 
been o^red to yourself. Farewell. 

LETTER XV. 

[A. U. 70S.] 
7BOM THE SAME. 

If 3'ou had taken the king of Parthia himself 
prisoner, and sacked his metropolis, it would not 
make you amends for your absence from these 
diverting scenes. You have lost, indeed, a subject 

Cceliiu, therefore, informed against his adversary for haTlng 
practised himself what it was incumbent upon him, by the 
duties of his office, to punish in othen. Vid. Manut. in toe, 
f This person^ it is probable, is the same who is mention- 
ed before in thia letter. The commentators suppose that 
the election, of which Ccelius speaks, was for a member of 
the tfngnral college, in the room of Hortensius, lately de- 
ceased. For it is said, in the next letter, that Mark An- 
tony was his competitor; and it appears from Hirtius, that 
the former was chosen augur about this time. Hirt, debej, 
GtOU. Tii. fiO. 
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«f inezhaiutible anrthy by not being a ipectfttor 
of the very ridkmloiis figure which the ItM^lesi 
DomitioB displayed, when he ktely fooad faiiaself 
diaappointed of his election* Theasaembly of tht 
fpeople was exceedingly tranierDiis upoii this occa* 
aibn ; but the force of party bore deMrD ali before 
k»f and even carried away maay of the fiiaids of 
Bomitias from his interest This circvMnataaoe he 
imputes to my management ; and as he consideis 
the preference which has been thus given to his 
competitor, as a real injury done to himself, he ho- 
nours me with the same marks of his displeasure, 
with which he distinguishes the most intimate of 
his friends. He is at present, indeed, a very di- 
verting spectacle of indignant wrath, which he im- 
potently discharges^ in the firet place, agaitist my* 
ielf, fbr promoting the election of Mark Antony, 
and, in the next, against the people, for expressing 
so much satisfaction in his repulse. 

Under this article of news relating to Domitius, 



• See the last note of the precedtttg UtHt. 

f Mark Antony was sil^orted by all tile inWr»t aM 
credit of Csesar; who exerted himself irery stretanolMly np* 
on this ocoasioli, by going in {yerson to the seteral amiiici- 
pttl towns <^f Italy that lay nearest to Ms firovtece of GasH, 
in ttrder to engage them in favour of hb friend. For these 
cities, being admitted to thie freedom of Rome^ had a righ( 
of voting at elections. Hirt, de htlL Gall, viii. 90. 
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I must not forget to mentioa, that his lOft has com* 
«nenced a prosecatiott against Satuniinus; a m^a, 
it must be owaed, whose condiict, in the former 
part of his hfe, has rendered him extremely odious. 
The public is waiting with great impatience for the 
event of this triai ; but since the iji&mous Peducast- 
VLB has been acquitted, there is a fair pnospect that 
Saturainus will not meet with more inaxorable 
judges. 

As to political affiiirs, I have often mentieiied tp 
you, that I imagined the public tranquillity could 
not possibly be preserved beyond the present year; 
Quid the nearer we approach to those contentions 
which must inevitably arise, the mcMre evident this 
danger appears. For Pompey is determined most 
strenuously to oppose Caesar's being consul, unless 
he resigns his command ; and Caesar, on the con- 
trary, is persuaded, that he cannot be safe upon 
those terms. ''^ He has offered, however, to throw 
up his commission, provided Pompey will do the 
same. And thus their very suspicious friendship 
and alliance will probably end at last in an open 

» Caesar had acted in a very arbitrary aod illegal manner 
during his first consulate ( he apprehended, therefore, and 
with just reason, that if he sbottld divert himself of his com- 
mand, aod return to Rome in a private character, his ene- 
mies would immediately arraign him for his mal-a4ministra- 
tion. iXo. p. 148. 
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war. For my own part, I shall be extremely per- 
plexed in what manner to act in that conjuncture ; 
and I doubt you will likewise find yourself under 
the same embarrassment. On the one hand, I have 
an interest and connexion with Pompey's party; 
and on the other, it is Caesar's cause alone, and not 
his friends, that I dislike. You are sensible, I dai« 
say, that so long as the dissentions of our country 
are confined within the limits of debate, we ought 
ever to join with the more righteous side; but that 
as soon as the sword is drawn, the strongest party 
is always the best* With respect to our present 
divist<MiSy I foresee thajb the senate, together with 
the whole order of judges, f will declare in favour 

* It were to be wished, that every man who embraces 
this maxim, were as little scrupalous of acknowledging it, 
as the author of this letter $ for of all noxious creatures, a 
knave without a mask is by far the least dangerous. 

-f The expression in the original is, quique res judieaat ; 
which Dr Middleton has translated, and all who judge af 
things. But this explanation is contrary to the concurrent 
sentiments of the best commentators, who agree, that qui res 
judicant is a circumlocution for judices. The phrase, it must 
be owned, is singular ; and so is the style of Coelius in gene> 
ral. But what principally confirms the sense here adopted 
is, that it is most agreeable both to credibility and to fact. 
For it is by no means probable, that every man of judgment 
was an enemy to Caesar ; and it is most certain, that the 
whole order of judges were friends to Pompey. Vid, Ad 
Mt. viii. 16. Lifi of Cic. ii. 818. 8vo. ed. 
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of Poinpey ; and that all those of desperate for- 
tunes, or who are obnoxious to the laws, will list 
tbemsel yes under the banners of Csesar. As to their 
armies, I am persuaded there will be a great ia> 
equality. But I hope we shall have time enough 
to consider the strength of their respective forces, 
9akd to declare ourselyes accordingly. 

I had almost forgotten to mention a piece oi 
news, much too. remarkable to be omitted. You 
must know that our worthy censor Appius is b^ 
come the very prodigy of reformers^^ and is most 
outrageously active in restraining our extrava- 
gancies in pictures said statues, in limiting the 
number of our acres, and abolishing usurious con- 
tracts.* The man imagines, I suppose^ that the 

* It is probable that Apptos had himself as remarkably 
transgressed the roles of moderation in this last article, as he 
undoubtedly had in the other two ; for avarice is an atten- 
dant that seldom fails of accompanying luxury. It is cer- 
tain, at least, that his own possessions were far above me- 
diocrity ; for Cicero frequently speaks of him iq the pre- 
ceding letters as a man who, by his wealth, as well as by his 
alliances and abilities, was of great weight in the republic. 
And as to his extravagance of the virtuoso kind, it appears 
that when he intended to offer himself as a candidate for the 
office of aedile, he plundered all the temples of Greece, as 
"^ell as other less sacred repositories, in order to make a 
collection of pictures and statues for the decoration of the 
garner which were annually exhibited by those magistrates. 
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oensonhip ib a kind of specific for discharging die 
fltains of a blemished reputation.* Bui I have a 
notion he will find iumself mistaken ; for the more 
pains he takes of this sort to clear his character, 
the more vinMy the spots will appear. In the 
name of all the godfe^ my dear Cicero^ hasten hi- 
ther to enjoy the diverting spectacle of Appins sit- 
ting in judgment or esLtravaganoe, and Drusosf on 
debauchery ! It is a sight, believe me, well wordi 
your expedition. 

Curio is thought to have acted very prudendj, 
in withdrawing his protest against the decree for 
the payment of Pompey's troops. But to answer 
your queslaon in few woids eonceming my senti- 
ments of public afiainsy if one or other of our chiefs 
should not be employed against the Parthians, I 
aih persuaded great dissentions will soon ensue; 
dissentiotts, my friend, which nothing can termi- 

JSp. Fern, iii. 10. Pro Homo 43. VU, e< Pigh. AtmaU amo 
696. 

* The batteries of ridicnle m-e never more properly 
pointed, than wben tliey are thus levelled at counterfeit vit- 
tne ; as there is nothii^ that more justly raises contempt 
and indignation than those reformii^ hypocrites : 

Qui Cmrios simulanty et BacchanaKa vivuni, JuvEir. 

f It is supposed, from what Ccelius here says of him, tbst 
he was one of the praetors this year. Pigh, AnnaU 709. 
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Bate but the swonl, and which each of them seem 
well-iocliiied and prepared to draw. In »hoit, if 
your own saffaty were not deq>ly concerned, I 
flbould flay that Fortune is going to open to you a 
most entertaining scene. ^ Farewell. 

LETTER XVI. 

[A. U. 703.] 

TO TERENTIA AND TULLIA. 

The amiable yotmg Cicero and myaelf are per- 
fectly well> if you and my dearest TuUia are so. 
We arriTed heref on the 14th of this month, after 
a very tedious and disagreeable passage> occaAion- 
ed by contrary winds. Acastus| met me upon my 
landing, with letters from Rome ; having been so 
expeditious as to perform his journey in one-and- 
tweuty days. In the packet which he delivered to 
WB, 1 found yoursy wherein you express some ui^- 

* The meaning of this seems to be, (as one of the com- 
mentalon has explained it,) that if Cicero himself were not 
in danger from the dissention between Cciar«nd Pompey, 
It most afford him great diversion to see these two chieft, 
who had both of them used him ill, reyenging his quarrel 
upon each other. 

+ Athens. 

} A freedman belonging to Cicero. 
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than I can well bear. Accordingly, notwithstand- 
ing it is of the last importance to my interest* that 
I should hasten to Rome, yet I cannot but severely 
reproach myself for having thus deserted yon. How- 
ever, as you seemed altogether averse from pursu- 
ing your voyage till you should re-establish your 

Urieodship, that they probably ga^e ttrengtb aad caneaey 
to a sospicioii hlgbly disad^antafeons to Cicero'y raoral 
character. This imputation seems to bave been first pro- 
pagated by the son of the celebrated Asinius Pollio ; who, 
in a treatise which he published in order to magnify his fa- 
ther's eloquence at the expence of Cicero's, inserted a wan- 
ton sonnet, which he pretended was composed by the latter 
on Tiro. But to speak impartially, there does not seem, 
from all that can be traced of Cicero's private conduct, the 
least sufficient evidence to charge him with having been in- 
fected with this execrable vice of his degenerate country- 
men. In passing judgment, therefore, on these letters to 
Tiro, it should be remembered, that Cicero's temper was 
nore than commonly wann ; which inftised a pecaliar'heat 
into all his expressions, whether of frieod^ip or of enmity. 
This, together with those notions of amity which were car- 
ried by the ancients, in general, so much higher than they 
have risen in modern ages, may account, perhaps, for those 
overflowings of tenderness which are so very observable in 
the letters to Tiro. AuU Gel xiii. 9. Plin, Epist. vii. 4. 
* As Cicero was full of the hopes of obtaining a triumph, 
he was desirous of hastenin^^ to Rome before the dissentions 
between Csesar and Pompey should be raised to so great a 
height as to render it impossible for him to enjoy that ho- 
nour. 
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healthy I approyed of 3iFour scheme ; and I still ap* 
prove of it^ if you ooirtioue in the same seiitiinenti* 
NeTerthelesi^ if after having taken some reti«sh« 
neht» yott shodkl think yeulraelf io a condition to 
follow aie> yon may do so, or not^ as yon shall 
jodge proper. If you should determine in the af- 
finnative* I hare sent Mario u^ attend you ; if not, 
I have order^ him to returti immediacely. Be 
ivell assured, there is aothilig I more ard^Uy d^ 
fire than to have you with m«> provided I may enr* 
joy that pleasure witiiottt prejudi^ to yoiwseif. But 
be assured tbo, t&at if your continuing somewhal 
longer at Patr» » should be tboti^bt necessary, I 
prefer your health to M other oonsideralions. If 
you shwld embark immediately, you may overtake 
ne at Leucas.t But if you are more indined to 
dejfer your voyage till your recovery shall be befr* 
tcr confirmed, let me entreat you to be very care* 

* A oity in Peioponnesus, which still subsists under the 
name of Patras. Cicero bad left Tir« indisposed in this 
place, the day before the date of the present letter. 

f A little Grecian i^aad in the Ionian sea, now called 
Saint Maure. It was on this island that the celebrated pro- 
montory stood, from whoice the tender Sappho is said to 
have thrown herself in a fit of amorous despair ; and which 
the ItobAitabfeAddisDniias tendered ^tBt more celebrated 
hy fab i^geAlMB paj^n On the JLwtrV ^jdtp* tee 8pnt^ 
¥^ III. N4. 8S8, 9SS(. 
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fal in choosing a safe ship; and that yon would 
neither sail at an improper season, nor without a 
convoj. I particularly- charge you, also, my dear 
Tiro, by all the regard you bear me« not to 8u£^ 
the arrival of Mario, or any thing that I have said 
in this letter, in Uie least to influence yoar resola- 
tion. Believe me, whatever will be most agreeable 
to your health, will be most agreeable, likewise, to 
my inclinations ; and, therefore, I desire you would 
be wholly governed by your own prudence. It is 
true, I am extremely desirous of your company, 
and of enjoying it as early as possible; bnt the 
same affection which makes me wish to see you 
soon, makes me wish to see you well. Let your 
health, therefore, be your first and principal care^ 
assuring yourself, that among all the numberless 
good offices I have received at your hands, I shaB 
esteem this by far the most acceptable. 
November the Sd, 

LETTER XVIIL 

[A. U. 703.] 

TO THE SAME. 

I CANNOT describe to you (nor would I, indeed, 
if it were in my power) the uneasy situation of my 
mind. I will only say, that your speedy recovety 
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and return to me^ will ifford infinite satisfactaoh to 
both of US. 

The third day after we parted brought me to 
this place.* It lies within a hundred and twenty 
stadiaf of Leocas ; where I promise myself that 
we shall meet ; or at least, that I shall find Mario 
there with a letter from you« In the mean while, 
let me entreat yon to be careful of your health, in 
proportion to the mutual tenderness we bear towards 
each other. Farewell. 

Alyzia, Not. the fitli. 

LETTER XIX. 

lA.U.lOS.] 

TO THE SAM£. 

I DISPATCHED a letter to you yesterday from this 
place, where I continued all that day in order to 
wait the arrival of my brother; and I write this be^ 
fore sun-rise, just as we are setting out If you 
have any regard for us, but particularly for me, 
shew it by your care to re-establish your health. 
It is with great impatience I expect to meet you 
at Leucas; but if that cannot be, my next wish i^^ 



* Alyzia, a city of Acarnia ia Greece, 
f Aboatl5iDile«. 
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that I may find Mario theie with a letter. We aH 
of asy indeed, but more especially myself, earnestly 
long to see you ; however, we would by no means, 
my Tiro, indulge ounehres io that pleasure, onkss 
it may be consistent with your health. There is 
no necessity, therefore, of hastening your journey, 
as there will be days enough to ei^oy your com- 
pany when once you shall be thoroughly recorer* 
ed. I can easily, indeed, forego yomr services; but 
your health, my dear Tiro,.! would fain preserve^ 
for your own sake in the fir9t place, and« in the 
next, for mine. Farewell. 

LETTER XX. 

[A. U. 703.] 
TO THE SAME. 

Your letter produced very dififereat ^Bfeots on 
my mind ; as the latter part somewhat alleviated 
the concern which the former had occasioned. I 
am now convinced that it will not be safe for you 
to proceed on your voyage^ till your health shaH 
be entirely re-established; and I shall see you soon 
enough, if I see you perfectly recovered. 

I find by your letter, that you have a good opi- 
nion of your physician; and I am told he deserves 
it. However, I can by no means af^pcove of the 
10 
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regimen he prescribed ; for soups cannot certainly 
be suitable to so weak a stomach. I haye written 
to him very fully concerning you ; as also to Lyso. 
I have done the same likewise to my very obliging 
iriend Curius; and have particularly requested him, 
if it should be agreeable to yourself, tha^t he would 
remove you into his house. I am apprehensive, 
indeed, that Lyso will not give you proper attend- 
ance ; in the first place, because carelessness is the 
general characteristic of all his countrymen ; * and, 
in the next, because he has returned no answer to 
my letter. Nevertheless, as you mention him with 
esteem, I leave it to you to continue with him, 
or not, just as you shall think proper. Let me only 
enjoin you, my dear Tiro, not to spare any expence 
that may be necessary towards your recovery. To 
this end, I have desired Curius to supply you with 
whatever money you shall require ; and I think it 
would be proper, in order to render your physician 
the more careful in his attendance, to make him 
some present. 

Numberless are the services I have received from 
you, both at home and abroad ; in my public and 
my private transactions; in the course of my studies, 
and the concerns of my family. But would you 
crown them all ? Let it be by your care that I may 

♦ The Grecians. 
VOL. II, s 
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see you (as I hope I soon shall) perfectly recovered. 
J£ fcnxT health should pennit, I think you cannot 
do better than to take the opportunity of embark- 
ing with my quaestor Mescinius ; for he is a good- 
natured man> and seems to have conceived a friend- 
ship for you. The care of your voyage^ indeed, is 
the next thing I would recommend to you, after 
that of your health. However, I would now by no 
means have you hurry yourself; as my single con- 
cern is for your recovery. Be assured, my dear 
Tiro, that all my friends are yours ; and consequent- 
ly« as your health is of the greatest importance to 
me as well as to yourself, there are numbers who 
are solicitous for its preservation. Your assiduous 
attendance upon me has hitheito prevented you 
from paying due regard to it. But now that yon 
are wholly ajt leisure, I conjure you to devote all 
your application to that single object ; and I shall 
judge of the affection you bear me, by your com- 
pliance with this request Adieu, my dear Tiro, 
adieu ! adieu ! may you soon be restored to the 
perfect enjoyment of your health. 

Lepta, together with all your other friends, salute 
you. FarewelL 

Levcas, Not. the Ttb. 

8 
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IJETTERXXL 
£A.U. 703,3 

TO THE SAME^ 

Trough it was but an hour or two that you and 
I spent with Xenomenes at Thyreum^ * yet be has 
conceived as strong an affection for you, as if he 
had ttonversed with you his whole life; so wonder- 
fully engaging is my Tiro ! Accordingly, he has 
promised to assist you in all your occasions; and 
it is a promise, I am well persuaded, he will punc- 
tually perform, 

I should be glad, if you find yourself better, that 
you would remove to Leucas, in order to perfect 
your recovery. Nevertheless, I would not have you 
change your present situation, without taking the 
sentiments of Curius and Lyso, together with those 
of your physician. 

I had some thoughts of sending Mario back to 
you ; whom you might return to me with a letter 
as soon as your health should be somewhat mend- 
ed. But I considered, that this would be only se* 
curing the pleasure of hearing from you once; 
whereas I hope to receive that satisfaction frequentf 

* A city of Peloponnesus, 
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ly. And if you have any regard for me^ you may 
easily give it me, by sending Acastus every day to 
the quay ; where he cannot fiaul of meeting with 
many^ who will readily charge themselves with 
conveying a letter to me. You may be assured^ in 
return, that I shall not suffer any opportunity to 
escape me, of sending a line or two by those who 
are going to Patrs. 

I rely entirely upon the care of Curius for your 
recovery; as nothing, I am sure, can exceed either 
his friendship to myself, or'his humanity in gene- 
raL i desire, therefore, you would be wholly re- 
signed to his direction. As I am willing to sacri- 
fice the pleasure of your company to the advantage 
of your health, I entreat you to have no other con- 
cern but what relates to your recovery; all the rest, 
be assured, shall be mine. Again and again I bid 
you farewell. I am this moment leaving Leuca& 

Nov. the 7th. 

LETTER XXII. 

[A. U. 70S.] 

TO THE SAME. 

This is the third letter I have written to yon 
within these four-and-twenty hours; and I now 
take up my peQ, more in compliance with my usual 



BOOK Ti. OF CICERO* 877 

custom^ than as having any thing new to say. I 
can only repeat^ indeed, what I have often request- 
ed, that you would proportion the care of your 
health to the affection you hear me. Yes, my Ti- 
ro,! conjure you to add this to the numherless good 
offices you have conferred upon me, as the most ac- 
ceptable of them all. When yon have taken, as I 
h<^ you will, all necessary measnres for that pur- 
pose, my next desire is, that you would use the 
proper precautions likewise to secure to yourself a 
safe voyage. In the mean time, you will not fail 
to write to me as often as you shall meet with any 
person who is coming into Italy, as I shall take all 
occasions of doing the same on my part, by those 
who may be going to Patras. In one word ; take 
care of yourself, my dear Tiro, I charge you ; and 
since we have been thus prevented irom pursuing 
our voyage together, there is no^ necessity for re- 
suming your's in haste. Let it be your single care 
to re-establish your health. Again and again, fare* 
well. 

Actium,* Nov, the 7th, in the evening. 
* A city in Epiruft, 
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LETTER XXm. 
[A. U. 703.] 

TO THE SAME. 

I BAYB been detained here • this whole week by 
contrary winds^ which have likewise confined my 
brother and his son at Buthrotom. f I am full of 
anxiety about yoor health, though by no means 
surprised at not hearing from you, as the same 
winds which delay my voyage, prevent the arrival 
of your letters. 

Let me entreat you to exert your utmost care in 
regaining your health; and I hope, as soon as the 
season of the year^ and your recovery, shall render 
it convenient for you to embark, you will return to 
him who infinitely loves you. Your arrival will be 
impatiently expected by numberless others, as well 
as by myself; for all who bear any affection for 
me, are tender welUwishers to you. Again, and 
again, my dear Tiro, I conjure you to take care of 
your health. FarewelL 

Corcyra, Nov. the 16tb. 



• In Corcyra. 

f A city in Bpirus. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

[A.U.703.] 

TO THE SAME, 

We parted^ you know, on the 2d of November; 
on the 6th I arrived at Leacas, from whence I 
reached Actium the following day. I was detained 
there by contrary winds till the next morning, 
when I sailed for Corcyra, where I arrived on the 
9tb, after having had a very favourable passage. 
The weather proving extremely tempestuous, I was 
obliged to continue in that place till the 16th, when 
I again proceeded on my voyage ; and on the 17th 
I entered the bay of Cassiope, a maritime town in 
Corcyra, situated about an hundred and twenty sta* 
dia from my former port. Here the wind shifting, 
I was detained till the 23d. Li the m.ean time, 
those ships that had accompanied me thither, and 
were so impatient as immediately to put to sea 
again, were many of them lost. However, on the 
evening of the day I last mentioned, we weighed 
anchor; and having sailed all that night and the 
next day with a fair gale from the south, and a 
very clear sky, we gained, with great ease, the 
port of Hydruns, in Italy. The same wind carried 
us the following day, being the 25tb, to Brundi- 
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Slum. I was met at this place by Tereniia, (who 
desires me to assure you of her esteem J and we en- 
tered the town together. On the 27th, a slave of 
Plancius arrived here with your very acceptable 
letter, dated the 13th of this month; which, though 
it did not entirely answer my wishes, contributed 
greatly to alleviate the uneasiness I was under up- 
on your account. I had the satisfaction, likewise, 
of hearing, at the same time, from your physician, 
who confirms me in the hope that you will soon be 
well. 

And now, as I perfectly well know your pru- 
dence, your temperance and the affection you bear 
me, can it be necessary that I should entreat you 
to employ your utmost care to re-establish your 
health ? I am persuaded, indeed, you will do every 
thing in your power to return to me as soon as pos- 
sible ; however, I would by no means have you 
more expeditious than your strength will bear. I 
am sorry you accepted Lj^so's invitation to his con- 
cert, lest your going abroad so soon should occasion 
a relapse on the fourth critical week. * But, since 



* The aocients entertained a variety of superstitloos no- 
tions concerning the mystical power of numbers, particular- 
ly the number seven, with its several multiplications and 
divisions. Cicero, in one of his philosophical treatises, calls 
this number rerum omnium fere nodus; and it is to its parti- 
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you were willing to hazard your health rather than 
appear deficient in point of politeness, I hope yon 
will guard against any ill consequence that may at- 
tend your complaisance. 

I have written to Curiug, to request he would 
make a proper acknowledgment to your physician, 
and supply you likewise with whatever money your 
occasions shall require ; which I will repay to his 
order. Yon will find an horse and a mule at Brun- 
disium, which I have left there for your service. I 
am proceeding on my journey to Rome, where I 
expect to see great commotions upon the entrance 
of the new consuls into their office.* However, it 
is my resolution not to engage in the violent mea* 
sures of either party. 



eolar influence, whb regard to the crisis of distempers, that 
he alludes in the present passage. Macrobius has retailed 
abundance of absurd learning in relation to this wonder- 
working number, which be concludes with the following 
reflections : Unde non immerite Ate numenu totius fabricte 
dispensator et dominus, agria tptog^ corporibus periculum 
sanitatemve den^tiat. This opinion, however, is not alto- 
gether inconsistent with a more improved philosophy ; and 
experience shews, that the 7th, the 14th, &c. days, are fre- 
quently attended with certain determining symptoms in the 
progress of acute diseases. — Macrob. in Somn, Scip, i. 6. 

* The consuls entered upon their office on the 1st day of 
Ihe new year. 
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I haye only to add my most earnest request, that 
you would not embark without taking all prudent 
precautions to secure a safe voyage. The masters 
of ships, I know, who are govemed entirely by 
their hopes of gain, are always in haste to sail. 
But I entreat you, my dear Tiro, not to be too ha- 
zardous; and remember, that you have a wide and 
dangerous sea to traverse. I should be glad you 
would, if possible, take your passage with Mesci* 
nius, who is never disposed to run any imprudent 
risks in expeditions of this kind But if your health 
should not permit you to embark so soon, let me 
desire you would look out for some other compa- 
nion in your voyage, whose public character may 
give him an authority with the commander of your 
ship. In a word, you cannot more efiectually oblige 
me, than by exerting your utmost care to return to 
me safe and well. Again and again, my dear Ti- 
ro, I bid you adieu. 

I have recommended you, in the strongest terms, 
to the care both of Curius and Lyso, as well as of 
your physician. Adieu. 



LETTERS 

OP 

MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO 

SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS. 

BOOK SEVENTH. 
LETTER I. 

[A. U. 7040 
TO TIRO. 

Notwithstanding that I feel the want of your ser* 
vices in every place^ and upon all occasions, yet be 
assured, your illness gives me far less concern on 
my own account than on yours. However, since it 
has terminated, as Curius informs me, in a quartan 
ague, I hope, if you are not wanting in proper care, 
that it will prove a means of more firmly establish- 
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ing your* health. Be so jiist, then, to the regard 
you owe me, as not to suffer any other concern to 
employ your thoughts but what relates to your re- 
covery. I am sensible, at the same time, how much 
you suflfer from this absence ; but beliere me, all 
will be well whenever you are so. I would by no 
means, therefore, hare you in so much haste to re- 
turn to me, as to expose yourself to the dangers of 
a winter voyage; nor indeed to the ^tigue of a 
sea-sickness, before you shall have sufficiently re- 
covered your strength. 

I arrived in the suburbs f of Rome on the 4th of 
January, and nothing could be more to my honour 
than the manner in which I was met on my ap- 
proach to the city. But I am unhappily fallen in- 
to the very midst of public dissention; or rather. 



♦ A quartan ague was supposed, by the ancients, to be ex- 
tremely salutary in its consequences. Aulus Gellius men- 
tions a contemporary orator and philosopher, who wrote a 
serious panegyric upon this wholesome distemper; wherein 
he supported his opinion upon the authority of a passage in 
some writings of Plato, which are now losL^Noct. Att. 
xvil. 12. 

+ As Cicero claimed the honour of a triumph, he was 
obliged, till his pretensions should be determined, to take 
up his residence without the walls of the city, i^reeably to 
a custom which has been frequently mentioned in the pre- 
ceding observations. 
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indeed, I find myself surrounded with the flames 
of a civil War. It was my earnest desire to have 
composed these dangerous ferments ; and I proba- 
bly might, if the passions of some, in both parties, 
who are equally eager for war, had not rendered 
my endeavours ineffectual. My friend Caesar has 
written a very warm and menacing letter to the se- 
nate.^ He has the assurance, notwithstanding their 
express prohibition, to continue at the head of his 
army, and in the government of his province ; to 
which very extraordinary measures he has been 
instigated by Curio. The latter, in conjunction 
with Quintus Cassius and Mark Antony, without 
the least violence having been offered to them, f 

* The purport of Caesar's letter was, that be declared 
himself wiHing to resign his command, provided Pompey 
did the same ; bat if this were not complied with, that he 
would immediately march into Italy, and revenge the iqju* 
ries done both to himself a|id to the liberties of the repub- 
lic. — Appiofn, Bel. Civ. ii. 

+ The letter mentioned in the last note was received by 
the senate with great indignation, and considered as an open 
declaration of war. Accordingly they voted, that if Caesar 
did not resign his command by a certain day, named in their 
decree for that purpose, he should be deemed an exiemy to 
his country. This decree was protested against by Curio, 
Quintus Cassius Longinus, and Mark Antony, in virtue of 
their prerogative as tribunes of the people ; and while the 
senate were deliberating in what manner to punish the au- 
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have withdrawn thenwelves to Caesar. They took 
this step immediately after the senate had given it 
in charge to the consuls,* the praetors, and the tri- 
bunes of the people, together with those of us who 
are invested with proconsular power, to take care of 
the interests of the republicf And never, in truth, 
were our liberties in more imminent danger; as 
those who are disaffected to the commonwealth ne- 
ver were headed by a chief more capable, or bet* 
ter prepared to support them. We are raising for- 
ces with all possible diligence, under the authority, 
and with the assistance, of Pompey, who now be- 
gins, somewhat too late, I fear, to be apprehensive 
of Caesar's power. In the midst, however, of these 

thore of thU protest, tbey were advised, by the consul Leih- 
tnliis^ to withdraw, before any decree against them had ac- 
tually passed. Perhaps this is all that €icero means, when 
he asserts, that *' no violence had been offered to these tri- 
*< bunes ;" for otherwise his assertion would be contradict- 
ed by thennanimous testimony of all the ancient historians. 
jfppim, BcL Civil, ii. Casar. Bel Civil, i. 5. Dio. xli. 
p. 153. 

* The consuls of this year were Clodins Marcellus and 
, Cornelius JUentulus Cms. 

+ By this decree, the magistrates therein named were in- 
vested with a discretionary power of acting as they should 
judge proper in the present exigency of public affairs; a 
decree, to which the senate never had recourse but in cases 
ctithe utmost danger and (iistress, — Can. BeL piviL i. 5. 
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alarmiag commotions, the senate demanded, in a 
▼ery full house^ that a triumph should be immedi- 
ately decreed to me. But the consul Lentulus, in 
order to appropriate to himself a greater share in 
conferring this honour, told them, that he would 
propose it himself in proper form, as soon as he 
should have dispatched the affairs that were neces- 
sary in the present conjuncture. In the mean time, 
I act with great moderation ; and this conduct ren- 
ders my influence with both parties so much the 
stronger. The several districts of Italy are assign- 
ed to our respective protections; and Capua is the 
department I have taken for mine. 

I thought it proper to give you this general in- 
formation of public affairs; to which I will only 
add my request, that you would take care of youF 
health, and write to me by every opportuiiity.~t 
Again and again, I bid you farewell 

Jan. the l!2th. 
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LETTER II. 

^ [A. U. 704.] 

TO RITFUS.* 

I SHOULD haye used my utmost endeayours to 
haye giyen you a meeting, if you had continued in 
your resolution of going to the place you first ap- 
pointed ; and though you were willing to spare me 
that trouble, yet be assured, I should, upon the least 
notice, haye shewn you, that I prefer your conye- 
nience to my own. 

If my secretary, Marcus Tullius, were not absent^ 
I should be able to send you a more explicit an- 
swer to your letter. This, howeyer, I will assure 
you, that, with regard to exhibiting the accounts f 

* Lucius Mescinius Rufas, the person to whom this letter 
is addressed, was quaestor to Cicero in Cilicia. His con« 
duct in that office seems to haye given occasion to the cha- 
racter we find of him in the letten to Atticus, ^here he is 
represented as a man of great levity, and of a most de- 
bauched and avaricious turn of mind. — Ad Att. iv. 3. 

f These were Cicero*s accounts relating io the public ex- 
pences of his government in Cilicia; in which (here seems 
to have been articles inserted not altogether favourable to 
the reputation of RuAis as quaestor, and which he was de- 
sirous, therefore, should have been altered or suppressed 
before they had been delivered into the treasury at Rome. 
3 
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you mention^ (for I will not venture to be so posi- 
tive as to any other instance,) he has not intention- 
ally taken any step injurious either to your interest 
or your reputation. As to my own sharo. in this 
transaction, had the law, formerly observed in mat- 
ters of this kind, been still in force, I should not, 
most certainly, have laid my accounts before the 
treasury, without having, agreeably to those con- 
nections that subsist between us,* previously exa- 
mined and adjusted them with you. But the an- 
cient usage in these cases being now .superseded 
by the Julian law,t which obliged me to leave a 
stated account in the province, and exhibit an ex- 
act copy of it to the treasury, I paid you that 
compliment in Cilicia, which I should otherwise 
have paid you at Rome. Nor did I at that time, by 
any means, endeavour to controul your accounts 
by mine ; on the contraiy, I made concessions to 
you, of which, I dare say, you will never give me 
reason to repent. The fact is, I resigned my se- 
cretary (whose conduct you now, it seems, suspect) 
entirely to your directions; and it was Tullius, to- 
gether with your brother, (who you desired might 
be joined with him,) that settled these accounts 
with you in ray absence. I concerned myself, in- 

* As proconsul and quaestor. 
+ See p. 831. 
VOL. II. T 
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deed, no farther, than just to cast my eye oyer 
them; and I considered the copy, which I thus re- 
ceived from my secretary, as coming immediately 
from your brother's own hand. In this whole trans- 
action, I have treated you with all possible respect 
and confidence; and it was not in my power to 
have employed a person to make up these accounts, 
who would have been more cautious than my se- 
cretary, that nothing should appear to your dbad- 
yantage. That I have paid a necessary obedience 
to the Julian law, by depositing a copy of my sta- 
ted accounts in the two principal cities of the pro- 
vince, is most certain. But though I had many rea- 
sons for being desirous of passing them as expedi- 
tiously as possible, yet I should have waited your 
return to Rome, had I not considered their being 
thus deposited in the province as just the same 
thing, with respect to you, as if they had been ac- 
tually carried into the treasury at Rome. 

As to the article you mention relating to Volu- 
sius, it could by no means be inserted in the ac- 
count For I am informed, by those who are con- 
versant in business of this kind, particularly by my 
most judicious friend Camillus, that Volusius can- 
not stand charged with the sum in question, in- 
stead of Valerius ; • but that the sureties of the lat- 

* The nature of this affair concerniDg Valerius and Vo- 

n 
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ter are necessarily liable to the payment of this 
debt. It amounts, hoivever, to no more than nine- 
teen thousand sesterces, * and not to thirty thoa« 
sand, t as you state it in your letter; for I had re« 
covered part of it from Valerius^ and it is only the 
remainder that I have charged. But you are un- 
willing, it should seem, to allow me the credit of 
having acted upon this occasion, either with gene- 
rosity in regard to my friends, or (what indeed I 
less value myself upon) even with common caution 
with respect to myself. Why else should you sup- 
pose, that my lieutenant and praefect owe it to my 
secretary, rather than to myself, that they are eased 
of a very severe, and, in truth, a very unconscion- 
able burden? and why else should you imagine 
me so negligent in a point wherein both my du^ 
and interest were equally and greatly, concerned^ 
as to suffer my secretary to settle this account just 



Insiiu is utterly inexplicable, as it refen to a tnuiBaction of 
which we know neither the full circumstances nor the par- 
ticular laws to which it relates. Vain, therefore, would 
be the task of retailiqg the several opinions of the commen- 
tators upon this and the following passages, or the attempt 
to clear them op by any additional conjectures ; as it is 
better to remain quietly in the darlt, than to blunder about 
in quest of a light which is no where to be found. 

• About 1521. sterling. 

t About 8401. sterling. 
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as he thought proper, without requiring him even 
to read it over to me ? In short, though I flatter 
myself, that I have taken no imprudent measures 
in this business, yet you will not believe, it seems, 
that I have bestowed upon it even a single thought. 
The truth, however, is, that the scheme of throwing 
off this debt from Volusius was entirely my own ; as 
I am endeavouring, likewise, to discharge the sure- 
ties of Valerius, and even Marins himself, from so 
severe a penalty. And I have the satisfaction to 
find this my design not only generally approved, 
but applauded ; though, to tell you the whole truth, 
it is not, I perceive, greatly relished by my secre- 
tary. Nevertheless, I thought it the duty of an ho- 
nest man, to spare the fortunes of such numbers of 
his friends and fellow-citizens, when he could do so 
without prejudicing the public interest. 

In regard to what you mention conceining Luc^ 
ceius, I have acknowledged, that the money was 
deposited in the temple by my orders, in pursuance 
of Pompey's advice. The latter has received this 
sum for the public use ; * as Sestius possessed him- 
self of that which you had deposited in the same 
place. I am very sensible, that this is an aftair in 
which you are in no sort concerned. However, I 

• For the purposes, perhaps, of the war which be was 
MOW preparing to carry on against Cssar* 
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should be extremely sorry that I omitted to pstrti- 
cularise this circumstance^ if it did not most authen- 
tically appear, by the decree of the senate, and by 
the letters which passed between us, lor whose use 
it was delivered into the hands of Sestius. It was 
the notoriety of this fact, and the certainty that it 
was of no importance to you, which prevented me 
from making particular mention of it. But since 
you wish that I had, I wish so too. I agree with 
you in thinking, that it is proper you should insert 
this article into your accounts ; nor will they, by 
that mean, appear in the least inconsistent with 
mine; as you will only add what I omitted, and 
vouch my express orders. I have no reason, most 
certainly, to deny them ; nor should I indeed, if I 
had, when you desired the contrary. 

As to the nine hundred thousand sesterces,* they 
are specified in the manner that you, or your bro- 
ther at least, required. And if there is any item, in 
respect to my lieutenant, which you are dissatisfied 
with, and which (afVer having renounced the privi- 
lege I was entitled to by the decree of the. senate) f 

♦ About T263L of oar money. 
• + It seems probable, from this passage, that there was 
some decree of the senate, which indulged the proconsuls 
with a longer time for bringing in their accounts than they 
were entitled to by the law ; which privilege Cicero thought 
proper to wave. — Mmutiu8» 
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it is in my power to rectify, I will endeavour to 
do 80 as far as I legally may.'"' In the mean time, 
be well assured, I shall take no step in this afiair^ if 
I can possibly avoid it, that may prove inconsistent 
either wirh your interest or your inclination. 

In answer to your inquiry concerning my hono- 
rary list,t I must acquaint you, that I have only de- 
livered in the names of my praefects and military 
tribunes, together with those who attended me as 



* There n a passage io the original between this and the 
aiizt sentence, which is omitted in the translation. It runs 
thus : Tu certe pecunia ezacta ita efferre ex meis rationihus 
reitUit non oportuit^ nisi quid me fallit : sunt enim afii peri* 
tiorei. The principal difficulty of this period lies in the 
words exacta and efferre; which the commentators have 
endeavoured to remove b.v various readings and coiyec- 
tares. But as neither their readings nor coiyectures offer 
any thing satisfactory, I leave it to the explanation of some 
more successful interpreter ; applauding, in the mean time, 
the modesty of 'Inevius, who closes his remark upon this 
place with the following ingenuous acknowledgment, so un* 
Qsual in a critic by profession : Nihil in re tarn obacura, dc 
finio, savs he, nee mihi ipse satisfaeio, 

f The proconsuls, upon their return to Rome, after the 
expiration of their provincial ministry, used to present a 
list of such of their officers and attendants who had parti- 
cularly distinguished themselves by their zeal and fidelity 
in their respective functions.— JCmiia'uf. 



BOOK Yii« OF CICERO. 895 

proconsular companions.''^ I had conceived a no- 
tion^ that no certain time was limited for this par- 
pose ; but I haye since been informed, that it is ne- 
cessary to present this list within thirty days, after 
exhibiting the accounts. I am sorry you had not 
the benefit of paying this compliment; as I have 
no ambitious views to serve by taking it upon my- 
self. But it is still open to you, with reject to the 
centurions and the companions of the military tri- 
bunes ; the law not having fixed any time for pre- 
senting a list of that sort. 

I have nothing farther, I think, to observe upon 
your letter, except in relation to the hundred thou- 
sand sesterces, t I remember you wrote to me up- 
on this subject before, in a letter <lated firom My- 
rina, % and acknowledged it to be an error of your 
own ; though> if there be aay error in the case, it 
seems rather chargeable on your brother and my 
secretary. But be that as it will, the mistake was 
discovered too late to be corrected ; for I had then 
quitted the province, and deposil^ed my accounts. I 



* These were generally young noblemen, who attended 
the proeonsul into bU government as a sort of volonteere, in 
order to gain experience, and acquaint themselves with busi- 
Hess. — Manuiiiu. 

+ About 8001. 

i A maritime city in JEoliAf a province of Asia. 
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belieye, therefore, that the answer I retamed was 
agreeable to the dispositbn in which I always stand 
towards you^ and to those hopes I had then concei- 
ted of my finances. I do not, however, remember, 
that I carried my complaisance so far as to make 
myself your debtor for that sum ; any more than I 
imagine that you intended this part of your letter 
as one of those importunate memorials, so frequent 
in these times of general distress. You will con- 
sider, that I left, in the bands of the farmers of the 
revenues at Ephesus, all the money which legally 
accrued to me from my government ; and that this 
whole sum, amounting to no less than two millions 
two hundred thousand sesterces,**^ was seized for the 
use of Pompey. Whatever efiect this great loss may 
have upon me, I am sure you ought not to be dis- 
composed at yours ; and you should only look upon 
it as a dish the less at your table, or an inconsider- 

* One may jadge from hence what immense wealth those 
rapacious governors of the Roman provinces acquired, who 
did not scruple to oppress the people committed to their 
charge, by every method of extortion that avarice could 
suggest. For Cicero, who professed to conduct himself 
with the most exemplary disinterestedness in his province, 
was yet able, it. appears, to acquire so large a sum in a 
single year as about 17,6001. of our money ; and that too 
from a province by no means the most coasiderable of the 
jrepublic's dominions. 



/ 
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able diminution of what you might otherwise have 
expected from my liberality. But had you actual- 
ly advanced these hundred thousand sesterces to 
me out of your own purse, yet, to be sure, you are 
too complaisant to insist upon a security ; and as to 
paying them, were I ever so well disposed for that 
purpose, you must know it is not in my power. — 
You see I answer you in the same spirit of pleasan- 
try, in which I suppose that part of your letter was 
written to which this refers. But to be serious ; if 
you think that TuUius can be of any service to you 
in this affair, I will send him as soon as he returns 
from the country. I have no objection to your de- 
stroying this letter when you shall have read it- 
Farewell. 

LETTER III. 

[A. U. 704.] 
TO TERENTIA AND TO TULLIA. 

In what manner it may be proper to dispose of 
yourselves during the present conjuncture, is a ques- 
tion which must now be decided by your own judg- 
ments as much as by mine. Should Csesar advance 
to Rome, without committing hostilities, you may 
certainly, for the present at least, remain there un- 
molested; but if this madman should give up the 
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city to the rapine of his so1dief8> I much doubt whe- 
ther even Dolabella's credit and authority will be 
sufficient to protect you. I am under some appre- 
hension, likewise, lest, while you are deliberating 
in what manner to act, you should find yourselves 
so surrounded with the army as to render it impos- 
sible to withdraw, though you should be ever so 
much inclined. The next question is, (and it is a 
question which you yourselves are best able to de- 
termine,) whether any ladies of your rank venture 
to continue in the city; if not, will it be consistent 
with your character to appear singular in that point? 
But be that as it will, you cannot, I thinks as ai&iis 
are now situated, be more commodiously placed, 
than either with me, or at some of our farms in this 
district ; supposing, I mean, that I should be able 
to maintain my present post. I must add, likewise, 
that a short time, it is to be feared, will produce a 
great scarcity in Rome. However, I should be glad 
you would take the sentiments of Atticus, or Ca- 
millus, or any other friend whom you may choose 
to consult upon this subject In the mean while 
let me conjure you both to keep up your spirits. 
The coming over of Labienus* to our party, has 

* Labienus was one of Caesar's priocipal and most favoa- 
rite lieutenants in Gaul; where be greatly distinguished 
himself by his military conduct. The Pompeian party, 
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given afikirs a much better aspect And Piso ha* 
ring withdrawn himself from the city, is likewise 
another very favourable circumstance; as it is a 
plain indication, that he disapproves the impious 
measures of his son-in-law.* 

I entreat you, my dearest creatures, to write to 
me as frequently as possible, and let me know how 
it is with you, as well as what is going forward in 



therefore, were very assiduous in their applications to gain 
him over to their cause $ as they promised themselves great 
advantages from his accession. But none, however, appears 
to have attended it ; and he who in Cttsar's camp had been 
esteemed a very considerable officer, seemed to have lost all 
bis credit the moment he went over to Pompey's : 



-Fortis in- armis 



Casaris Labiemu erai^ nunc transfuga vilit* 
Hirt.Bel.Gal.viii.fi2. Ad Att. viii. 2. Lacan,v.345. 

* Cicero, as has been observed in a former note, has paint- 
ed the character of Piso in the darkest and most odious co- 
lours. But satires and invectives are not generally the most 
faithful memoirs ; and it is evident, from Piso^s conduct up- 
on this occasion, that he was by no means what our author 
represents him in one of his orations, jporffn/um et pane fit- 
nus reipublioB ; at least if Csesar's measures were really 
more unfavourable to liberty than those of Pompey. See 
Vol.I. p.40. note. 
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Borne. My brother and nephew, together with 
Rufus, affectionately salute you. Farewell. 
MintarnaB,* Jan. the 2bih. 

LETTER IV. 

[A. U. 704.] 
TO THE SAME. 

It well deserves consideration, whether it will be 
more prudent for you to continue in Rome, or to re- 
move to some secure place within my department; 
and it is a consideration, my dearest creatures, in 
which your own judgments must assist mine. What 
occurs to my present thoughts is this : On the one 
hand, as you will probably find a safe protection f 
in Dolabella,. your residing in Rome may prove a 



* A towo in Campania. This letter, in some of the La- 
tin, editions, bears date in July, in others no month is speci- 
fied. But it was undoubtedly written in January ; as it ap- 
pears by a letter to Atticos, that Cicero's wife and daugh- 
ter came to him at Formiae on the 2d of February. — Ad 
Att,vii.\S, 

+ This epistle seems to have been a sort of dnplicate of 
the former ; and though it is dated from a different place, 
k was probably written on the same day, and conveyed by 
tome unexpected opportunity that occurred after he had 
dispatched the foregoing. 
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mean of securing our house from being plundered ; 
should the soldiers be sufiered to commit any yio« 
lences of that kind. But, on the other, when I re- 
flect that all the worthier part of the republic have 
withdrawn themselves and their families from the 
city, I am inclined to advise you to follow their 
example. I must add, likewise, that there are se- 
veral towns in this canton of Italy under my com- 
mand, which are particularly in our interest; as 
also, that great part of our estate lies in the same 
district. If therefore you should remove hither, 
you may not only very frequently be with me, but 
whenever we shall be obliged to separate, you may 
be safety lodged at one or other of my farms. How- 
ever, I am utterly unable to determine, at present, 
which of these schemes is preferable ; only let me 
entreat you to observe what steps other ladies of 
your rank pursue in this conjuncture ; and be cau* 
tious, likewise, that you be liot prevented from re- 
tiring, should it prove your choice. In the mean 
time, I hope you will maturely deliberate upon this 
point between yourselves; and take the opinion 
also of our friends. At all etents, I desire you 
would direct Philotimus to procure a strong guard 
to defend our house ; to which request 1 must add, 
that you would engage a proper number of regular 
couriers, in order to give me the satisfaction of hear- 
ing from you every day. But, above all, let me 
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oanjure you both to take care of your healths as 
you wish to preserve mine. Farewell. 
FoniiiaB,«tlieS6th. 

LETTER V. 

[A.U.704.] 
TO TIKO. 

You will easily judge of our distress^ when I tell 
you, that myself, and every friend of the republic^ 
have abandoned Rome, and even our country, to 
all the cruel devastations of fire and sword. Our 
affairs, indeed, are in so de^rate a situation, that 
nothing less than the powerful interposition of some 
favourable divinity, or some happy turn of chancy 
can secure us from utter ruin. It has been the per- 
petual purpose of all my speeches, my votes, and 
my actions, ever since I returned to Rome, to pre* 
serve the public tranquillity. But an invincible 
rage for war had unaccountably seized not only the 
enemies, but even those who are esteemed the 
friends of the commonwealth; and it was in vain I 
remonstrated, that nothing was more to be dreaded 
than a civil war. Caesar, in the mean time, un* 

• A maritime city in Campania, not fhr fW»m MintnnHS, 
the place from whence the preceding letter it dated. 
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mindful of his former character and honours, and 
driven, it should seem, by a sort of phrenzy, has ta- 
ken possession of Ariminum, Pisaumm, Ancona, 
and Arretum. In consequence of this, we have all 
deserted the city ; but how prudently, or how he- 
roically, it now avails not to examine.* Thus you 
see our wretched situation! Caesar, however, has 
offered us the following conditions: In the first 
place, that Pompey shall retire to his government 
in Spain ; in the next, that the army we have raised 
shall be disbanded, and our garrisons evacuated. 
Upon these terms he promises to deliver up the 
farther Gaul into the hands of Domitius, and the' 
nearer into those of Confidius Nonianus, the per- 
sons to whom these provinces have been respec- 



* So long as CaBsar kept himself within the limits of his 
province, Pompey treated his designs of invading I^aly with 
the utmost contempt ; but Caesar had no sooner passed the 
Rubicon, and possessed himself of those several towns men- 
tioned in this letter, than it appeared that Pompey was ut- 
terly unprepared to oppose him. Accordingly, he with- 
drew from Rome into the more southern parts of Italy, 
with great precipitation, in order, as he pretended, to as- 
semble the troops io those quarters. But his real intention 
seems to have been to retreat gradually to Bmndisium, and 
from thence to draw the war into Greece. The probable 
reason of this conduct will be explained in a subsequent 
note. See Let. 13. of this Book.— ^d Att, vii. d, Dio, ^i. 
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lively allotted. He farther engages to resign his 
right of suing for the consulship in his absence, 
and is willing to return to Rome in order to appear 
as a candidate in the regular form.''^ We have ac- 
cepted these propositions^ provided he withdraws 
his> forces from the several towns above mentjon- 
' ed, that the senate may securely assemble them- 
selves at Rome> in order to pass a decree for that 
purpose.f. If he should think proper to comply 
with this proposal, there are hopes of peace ; not 
indeed of a very honourable one, as the terms are 
imposed upon us; yet any thing is preferable to 
our present circumstances. But if he should refase 
to stand to his overtures, we are prepared for an 
engagement ; but an engagement which Caesar, af- 
ter having incurred the general odium of retract- 

♦ In the original it is se praasentem trinundinum pefitu- 
rum, Maoutius conjectures, from this expression, thatU 
was usual to proclaim the names of the candidates on three 
market days, at which time the candidates themselves, it is 
probable, were requii-ed to be present. 

f The expression in the text is somewhat ambiguous : ut 
sine metu de its conditifmibus Roma senatus haberi possit. But 
the sense is determined by the following passage in a letter 
to Atticni, where, speaking of these proposals of Caesar, 
and of the terms upon which they were accepted, he adds; 
id 81 fecisset (sc. Caesar) responsum est ad urbem nos reditu- 
,xos esse et rem per senatum confecturos, — Ad Att. vii. 14. 
" " • 10 
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ing his own conditioiui, will scarce be able to sus- 
tain.* The only difficulty will be to intercept bis 
inarch to Rome. And this we have a prospect of 
effecting, as we have raised a very considerable 
body of troops ; and we imagine, that he will scarce 
venture to advance, lest he shoold lose the two 
Gktuls ; every part of those provinces, excepting on* 
ly the Transpadaoi, being utterly averse to him. 
There are, likewise, six of our legions from Spain, 
comtnanded by Afranius and Petreius, and support* 
ed by a very powerful body of auxiliaries, that lie 
in his rear. In short, if he should be so mad as to 
approach, there is'great probability of his being de^ 
feated, if we can but preserve Rome from fisilling 
into his hands. It has given a very considerable 
blow to his cause, that Lablenus, who had great 
credit in his army« refused to be an associate with 
him in his impious enterprize.t This illustrious 
person has not only deserted Caesar, but joined 
himself with us ; and it is said, that many others of 
the same party intend to follow his example. 

* The favourable prospect which Cicero giyes in this 
and the following passages of the senate's affairs, is so little 
consistent with the despondency he expresses in t^ former 
part of this letter, that one woaM be apt to suspect they 
were two distinct epistles, which sime negligent transcriber 
had blended together. 
+ See p. 298. note. 
VOL. II. C 
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I have still under my protection all the coast that 
extends itself from Formiae. I did not choose to 
enter more deeply at present into the opposition 
against Caesar, that my exhortations, in order to en- 
gage him to an accommodation, might be attend^ 
ed with the greater weight If war, however, must, 
after all, be our lot, it will be impossible for me, I 
perceive, to decline the command of some part of 
our fQrces.t To this uneasy reflection, I must add 
another ; my son-in-law Dolabella has taken party 
with Caesar. 

I was willing to give you this general informa- 
tion of public afiairs ; but sufier it not, I charge 
you, to make impressions upon your mind, to the 
disadvantage of your health. I have strongly re- 
commended you to Aulus Varro, whose disposition 
to serve you, as well as whose particular friendship 
to myself, I have thoroughly experienced. I have 
entreated him to be careful both of your health and 
of your voyage, and, in a word, to receive you en- 
tirely under his protection. I have full confidence 
that he will comply with my request, as he gave 



+ This, haweTer, Cicero coDtrived to avoid ; and though, 
after mnch hesitation, he followed Pompey into Greece, he 
would accept of no command in his anny, nor was he pre- 
sent at any engagement. 



c 
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me his promise for that purpose id the most obli- 
ging manner. 

As I could not enjoy the satisfaction of your com- 
pany at a season when I most wanted your faithful 
services, I beg you would not now hasten your re- 
turn, nor undertake your voyage either during the 
• winter, or before you are perfectly recovered. For, 
be assured, I shall not think I see you too late, if I 
see you safe and well. I have heard nothing of you 
since the letter I received by Marcus Volusius ; but 
indeed I do not wonder at it, as I imagine the seve- 
rity of the winter has likewise prevented my letters 
from reaching your hands. Take care of yourself, 
I conjure you, and do not sail till your health and 
the season shall be favourable. My son is at For- 
mise, but Terentia and TuUia are still at Rome. 
Farewell. 

Capua, January the 29th. 
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